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Dear Friends,
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the Pastors’  Desk

Can you remember a time when our church was this busy? I can’t, at least not in my 15 
years as Senior Pastor.  Here’s a representative week at SCAPC:  

It all begins with Sunday, the Lord’s Day, and our two worship services, with the 8:30 
Chapel crowd spilling out in the hallway and the 10:30 Sanctuary service averaging more 
than it has in years. Spaced between these services, 85 adults pack Fellowship Hall to 
hear Michael Jinkins wrap up our Calvin Month series, while upstairs, upwards of 75 kids 
populate children’s and youth classes.  Meantime, outside on State Street, the Bloodmobile 
takes in 39 pints of blood from SCAPC’ers, a modern record. That evening, 15 college 
students are led in worship by Kelly while Ellen and her advisors work with some 20 youth.  
Monday (and every weekday) is Nursery School (100 strong), GED (10 students), and a 
flurry of committee meetings followed by the Steering Committee. Skipping to Wednesday, 
a group of business people begins the day at Steve’s Diner over eggs, bacon and theology. 
That afternoon, a bunch of kids report for LIGHThouse, and the RHINO group, 36 strong, 

are joined by a large group of church people for the fourth RHINO birthday party. Chancel Choir (30 voices) rehearses 
upstairs while Jim and Bonnie Hobden put up the few leftover from another home-cooked meal. Thursday gets kicked off 
with the Morning Breakfast Association (MBA) at the Land Building, Saturday is a church workday at Ferry Place and 
two weddings in the Sanctuary. And all week, one-quarter of the 18 SCAPC Supper Clubs meets in various homes.  

Advent and Christmas will be no different, with great worship, seasonal programs, the Chancel Choir Christmas 
program and White Gifts. Join in, be a part, experience the joy of discipleship at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church!

            Faithfully,
            Don  

As the rain poured, people lined the street around Berean Presbyterian’s Community Center to receive bags of food on 
Saturday, Nov. 21. It was 7 a.m., and 14 members of our 20/30 group had shown up in Central City to help with food and 
medical needs in the community.

The center provides food for about 150 families every other Saturday, but this week was a little different. First, it was 
the Saturday that preceded Thanksgiving, so turkeys were given along with each bag of food – to the delight of community 
members. Second, Jim Katzenstein, a college profressor representing HealthSpan International, was in town to develop 
improved access to healthcare for the Central City community. 

The 20/30s walked up and down the line of people waiting for food (which stretched down the street and around the 
block) asking questions from medical needs assessment forms  and filling in the information, as 
most residents are illiterate.  

For many of these weary residents – who had waited in the rain – the  best part of the day 
came as they walked out of the building, where SCAPC 20/30 member April Weiser and her 
5-year-old daughter, Madeline, were positioned at the door. As each person exited, Madeline 
threw her arms into the air and shouted, “Happy Thanksgiving!” to which everyone responded 
with delight.  

“I think we’ve found our calling,” April joked.  
Leadership is needed to grow the healthcare ministry in this community. If you would like to 

get involved, contact me or Katherine Johnson for more information. (Katherine@scapc.org)
          - Kelly



New Member Brunch
On Sunday, Nov. 8, recent 

new members were honored at 
a brunch hosted by Gordon and 
Linda Kolb and the Membership 
Committee in the Kolbs’ lovely 
State Street home. More than 70 
guests attended, including Session 
Committee chairs and members. In 
his remarks prior to offering the 
blessing, Don Frampton welcomed 
the new members and noted that 
many of them had already become 
an integral part of our vibrant 
church community with their time 
and talents.

 Many thanks go to Gordon 
and Linda Kolb for hosting 
this wonderful annual occasion 
and to event chair Margaret 
Maxwell, for her tireless efforts 
in contacting all our new 
members. They coordinated our 
efforts to make the day a success.

 And a special thanks to 
Stacey the Clown, who skillfully 
entertained our youngest members 
(and some grown-ups, too!).
        -Jennie Steele, Membership Chair

The Annual Evening 
of Simple Elegance

Afternoon thunderstorms kept 
the tablescapes away, but not the 
attendees. More than 100 women 
attended the annual evening of 
Simple Elegance, held on Oct. 
13, at the beautiful home of Sybil 
Favrot. As 
the rain 
poured, 
our 
gracious 
hostess 
simply 
moved the 
party indoors.

Open to all women of the 
church, this annual event highlights 
the work of Presbyterian Women. 
It allows participants to get to know 
one other in a relaxed and fun setting. 

Under the dedicated leadership 
of Lilla Wright, event chair for 2009, 
we dined on delicious appetizers 
provided by members. The buffet-
style meal was served from the 
elegant dining table. Guests enjoyed 
gourmet greens, corn maquechou 
and grilled shrimp tacos, with 
Joan Farrell cookies in fall designs 
completing the meal.

Don Frampton offered a prayer 
of dedication for the work of 
Presbyterian Women and charged 
the group to continue in mission. 
We are thankful for all who made 
the event a success: especially 
to Sybil, to those who prepared 
food to share and to Lilla and her 
committee.  

Many people worked together 
to make this evening happen: 
Lilla Wright, Laura St. Clair, Sybil 
Favrot, Barbara Bush, Bonnie 
Shoemaker, Linda Patrick, 

Kate Elkins, Olivia Manning, 
Nell Lanier, Gwen Wertz, Lynn 
Hoffman, Donald Jefferson, Terry 
Patterson, Tyrone Smith, Bobby 
Segal, and many more. We at St. 
Charles are very fortunate to have 
such an active and effective group 
of PW. God has blessed us and we 
know we have much work to do!

  -Kathy Randall

White Gift Service
Kick-off the true spirit of the 

Christmas season by participating 
in SCAPC’s annual White Gift 
program. 

Church 
members 
can purchase 
Christmas gifts 
for children 
from several of 
our community partners, such as 
Raintree and Lafayette Academy, 
creating a truly magical Christmas 
for them. To participate, stop by the 
Christmas tree outside Fellowship 
Hall, which will be up until Sunday, 
Dec. 13. Pick an ornament off the 
tree, purchase and wrap gifts in 
white, and attach the ornament tag 
to the gift.

Bring all wrapped gifts to the 
10:30 service on Sunday, Dec. 
13. If you are unable to attend 
the service on that Sunday, you 
may bring your gifts to the church 
office in advance. You may also 
donate to the White Gift and our 
Sextons’ families by writing a check 
to SCAPC with “White Gift” 
in the memo line. We hope you 
can participate in this wonderful 
tradition, and share our blessings 
with others this Christmas season.

 -Heather Pomfret
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News
in brief

Membership Committee
L-R, back: Margaret Maxwell, Pierce Young. 
front: Jennie Steele, George Scheneider

Attendees Jackie Derks, 
Pat Rosamond, Nell Lanier
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Book Review     
winter essentials

From April Weiser
The Expected One by Kathleen 
McGowan. A modern heroine 
is involved in a mystery 
adventure reminiscent of 
Dan Brown’s Da Vinci Code, 
experiencing visions 
that transport her to Christ’s 
time. This fiction novel takes 
a provocative look at various 
Bible stories. Is it possible 
that Judas didn’t betray Jesus 
but sacrificed his life at Jesus’ 
request to protect Christ’s 
other followers? Captivating, 
uplifting and fun.

From John Y. Pearce
The Missing by Tim 
Gautreaux. Blamed for 
failing to prevent a child’s 
abduction, Sam Simoneaux 
sets out on a gritty journey 
to find the missing girl 
against the background of 
the Jazz Age and steamboats 
on the Mississippi. This 
lyrical and compelling 2009 
novel is a powerfully written 
exploration of loss, guilt, 
vengeance, self-understanding 
and redemption. 

From Jenny Bruggers
Stiff by Mary Roach. 
Subtitled “The Curious 
Life of Human Cadavers,” 
this is an entertaining and 
insightful look into the ways 
that humans have contributed 
to the advancement of life, 
as well as science, following 
death. Covering everything 
from organ donation to 
development of car safety 
devices and development 
of new surgeries, this is 
a well researched must read. 
Warning: includes graphic 
descriptions.

From Katherine Johnson
Water for Elephants by Sara 
Gruen tells the incredible 
story of a man who left vet 
school and joined the circus 
by chance. Set during the 
depression-era and told 
through flashbacks, the main 
character, Jacob, brings us 
into a world of dangerous 
characters and extraordinary 
events. Beautifully written, 
Water for Elephants is a 
gripping novel that you will 
not be able to put down.

What are you reading?
E-mail your book review 
to kim@scapc.org.

From Michael O’Keefe
The Inn at the Edge of the 
World (1990) by Alice 
Thomas Ellis. A small group 
of lonely strangers respond 
to an advertisement to spend 
Christmas at an inn on a 
remote Scottish island with a 
Celtic myth. The supernatural 
intrudes in an unexpected 
way. A moral tale, with an 
eningmatic resolution; the 
book is being adapted for a 
movie.

From Wayne Willcox
The Price of Glory by Alistair 
Horne. Loaned to me by 
SCAPC member Kent Mitchell, 
this is an enticing read about 
the “Great War” – World War 
I – and the perplexing aspects 
of this crucial, 10-month battle 
in which more than 700,000 
men fell. He also provides a 
better understanding of what 
motivated the world at that 
time to wage such senseless 
destruction over what was once 
fertile ground.

From Kelly Hostetler
Lavinia by Ursula K. Le 
Guin. This retelling of Virgil’s 
The Aeneid is from a female 
perspective – rare in even 
the most compelling Greek 
myths. Never out of step 
with its time, Lavinia offers 
insight and depth of character 
that will stay with you long 
afterwards. A masterful, rich 
story that The Washington Post 
ranks with Robert Graves’ I, 
Claudius.

From Mary Dawn Pugh
The No-Cry Discipline Solution: 
Gentle Ways to Encourage Good 
Behavior Without Whining, 
Tantrums & Tears by Elizabeth 
Pantley. Instead of making 
parents feel like the villain, 
she gives us tools to stop bad 
behavior and understand what 
triggers a child to act out. As the 
mother of two boys, I’m grateful 
for Pantley’s book and the 
success it brings!



A
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This, then, is the purpose of Advent 
– preparation – and I hope you and 
your family will avail yourselves. 
How? Following are a few of ideas. 

Read the weekly Advent texts. 

First Sunday: Promise
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

Second Sunday: Preparation
Malachi 3:1-4
Phillipians 1:3-11
Luke 1:68-79; 3:1-6

Third Sunday: Joy
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Phillipians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

Fourth Sunday: Birth of New Creation
Micah 5:2-5a
Psalm 80:1-7
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-55

Pick up an Advent devotional 
guide in the Narthex and read it 
daily - alone or with your family. 
There are two from which to choose:

Wait for the Light: Advent Family 
Devotions by Anne Neuberger

As we wait, 
not only for 
Christmas, but 
for the coming 
of the Lord, we 
are inspired and 
educated by 
the examples of 
biblical and even 

some contemporary figures. Author 
Anne Neuberger tells stories in a 
way that children and adults can 
both appreciate. Her suggestions for 
discussion likewise offer families an 
opportunity to explore their own 
reactions and ideas to stories of faith, 
courage and hope in difficult times. 
Each devotion ends with a prayer 
and a familiar seasonal song. Make 
this Advent one your children will 
remember, sharing your thoughts 
and reflections with one another as 
we prepare for the coming of Christ!

Advent (ād’věnt’) -
the coming or arrival.

1 

Advent is a derivative of 
the word advenire, “to come.” It 
defines a season of anticipation, 
of expectation, of hope. What we 
expect to happen, of course, is what 
has already happened, the birth 
of Christ into the world. As such, 
Advent is rehearsal, preparation, 
for the re-enactment of the birth of 
Christ into the world – Christmas. 

You’ve heard it said that in life 
the journey is as important as the 
destination. This is certainly true 
of Advent… or can be for those 
who observe it. The regular steps of 
preparation we take between now 
and Christmas are essential toward 
fully receiving the gift of God’s Son 
to the world. As the carol, “Joy to 
the World,” goes, “let every heart 
prepare him room.”  

2
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Fasting
The Advent season has been 

officially observed since the fourth 
century, when the season was 
undergirded by a period of fasting 
as strict as that of Lent. A feast-day 
preceded the 40-day fast, which was 
in many countries a time of frolic and 
heavy eating (you can imagine!). Once 
the fast began, dancing and “making 
merry” was prohibited, in keeping 
with the solemnity of the season.

In the Anglican and Lutheran 
churches this fasting rule was later 
relaxed, with the Roman Catholic 
Church doing likewise later, but 
still keeping Advent as a season of 
penitence – an interesting twist on 
the Protestant view, in which Advent 
is a time of expectancy, waiting and 
patience; focused on the coming event 
of Christ’s birth rather than on our 
own individual sins. 

Differing Customs
Advent has been observed 

differently in different countries; some 
of these ancient practices still exist. For 
example, in England, especially in the 
northern counties, there was a custom 
for poor women to carry around 
Advent images: two dolls dressed to 

represent Jesus and the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. A halfpenny was expected from 
everyone they met, and bad luck was 
thought to menace the household 
not visited by the doll-bearers before 
Christmas Eve.

In Normandy, farmers employed 
children under twelve to run through 
the fields and orchards armed with 
torches, setting fire to bundles of straw, 
thus driving out any vermin likely to 
damage the crops. 

In Italy, one Advent celebration 
required the Calabrian pifferari, or 
bagpipe players to enter Rome in the 
last days of Advent. They were to play 
before the shrines of Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, in keeping with the Italian 
tradition that the shepherds played 
these pipes when they came to the 
manger at Bethlehem to pay homage 
to the infant Jesus. This is said to be 
the second most important tradition 
behind Easter for Roman Catholics.

In recent times, a common Advent 
observance (one that my mother kept, 
and I practice to this day) is the keeping 
of an advent calendar or candle, with 
one door being opened in the calendar, 
or one section of the candle being 
burned, on each day in December 
leading up to Christmas Eve.

  -Kelly Hostetler

Advent History and Customs 
Around the World Living in Hope: Advent Meditations 

from the writings of Henri Nouwen
Living in 

Hope. Henri 
Nouwen’s 
writings help us 
to re-discover 
our longing for 
God during 
this season of 
waiting, renewal 

and hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Each day, a short devotion and 
scripture helps you to focus on those 
things that are most important, 
lasting and meaningful.  

We encourage you to use 
these booklets along with others 
in discussion or prayer group, 
sharing your reactions to reflection 
with others.  You can see what 
others are saying about these 
writings, by logging on to www.
creativecommunications.com/
nouwen, and then you, too, can 
share your thoughts about that day’s 
devotional word. We are, indeed, 
a community of faith, connected 
with one another around the world 
through our faith in Jesus Christ!

Find a way to “give yourself away.” 
This may mean calling a friend 
who is sick or lonely. It may mean 
helping at the church with a service 
project, such as RHINO workday, 
or volunteering your time at First 
Presbyterian’s homeless ministry (call 
Kelly or me, and we’ll tell you more).  
It may mean sponsoring a child in the 
White Gift ministry, or making an 
extra year-end gift to the church.  

Let us prepare for the Lord’s coming!
-Don Frampton

3



I

7/ www.scapc.org/ Winter 2009

Christmas
I used to feel a kind of 

let down on December 26, 
as though all our waiting, 
anticipation and joy had 
come and gone with 
Christmas day. But, that 
was before I discovered the 
joy and celebration that is 
Christmastide and Epiphany.  
Come with me on a journey 
that teaches us how to stretch 
that one day of celebration into 
days of rejoicing!

A Little History
In the second and third centuries, 

before the celebrations of Epiphany 
and Christmas, festivals and ritual 
celebrations came out of the Greco-
Roman mystery religions. The gods of 
the mystery religions, it was believed, 
needed the ritual activities (worship, 
rituals, incantations, prayers, etc) to be 
performed, in order for its adherents 
to be saved. In other words, the gods 

were dependent upon the 
worshipers’ rituals for their 

heavenly existence.  
It was the activity 
of the faithful that 
brought the gods 
back to “life.”  

In stark contrast, Christians have 
always worshiped an independent, 
yet relational God who acts out of 
his own will and power.  God desires 
our worship, prayer, rejoicing and 
celebrating – but has never needed our 
participation in order to be alive and at 
work in the world.  

Christians, then and now, 
celebrate the birth of Christ as a fact 
both proclaimed and experienced.  
We participate in Christmas rituals 
and worship without worrying that 
our salvation depends upon the 
rituals we practice.

December 25:  The Feast of the 
Nativity

When it came to choosing 
the date on which to begin the 
Christmas celebration, no one is 
entirely sure exactly why December 
25th was chosen.  Some maintain 
that December 25 was selected to 
compete with the cult of Mithra, 
which celebrated the birth of its sun 
god on that day.  It is also possible that 
a relatively new pagan festival of the 
Unconquered Sun was the conflicting 
holiday. Either way, it makes sense 
that the Christians would take over an 
existing holiday, rather than go to the 
trouble to carve out a new one.  

Other, more complicated 
reasoning has been suggested for Dec. 
25, having to do with counting back 

from what was believed to have been 
the date of the crucifixion. As a child, 
I was convinced that December had 
to be the month when we celebrated 
Christmas because you couldn’t have 
Christmas without snow, and snow 
hit our town regularly right around 
Christmas vacation. Strangely, no 
scholars substantiate this reasoning! 
Ultimately, and for whatever reason, 
December 25 won out in the Western 
church as the date in which we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus.  

Christmastide  
Christmastide is that period after 

Christmas when we celebrate the 
birth of Christ. I didn’t know that the 
12 days of Christmas were anything 
other than the focus of a song that had 
way too many verses. Turns out, those 
12 days have long been used by the 
church to continue the celebration of 
the birth of Christ—a period of time 
we call Christmastide.

Christmas: December 25
Christmastide: December 26 – January 5

Christians, then and 
now, celebrate the 
birth of Christ as a 
fact both proclaimed 
and experienced.  



Epiphany 
Epiphany was on the church 

calendar by the fourth century – before 
Christmas, in fact. Its origins are 
obscure; but we know that they weren’t 
Jewish; some scholars believe it is an 
Egyptian creation.  

Epiphany signified several things, all 
of which had to do with the beginnings 
of Jesus’ work of making God manifest 
in the world. It referred to the birth of 
Christ to the Magi, the baptism of Jesus, 
the first miracle of John’s Gospel. Of 
course, the common theme of all these 
events is Jesus making God manifest (ie. 
to make God appear clearly) to humans.  

Epiphany vs. Christmas
In the fourth century, some church 

leaders began to favor the Feast of 
the Nativity – or Christmas – over 
Epiphany. Others disagreed, favoring 
Epiphany as the truest celebration 
of who Christ was and what he did. 
Epiphany was older than Christmas and, 
for the early church, testified to a deeper 

meaning. Instead of simply being an 
anniversary of the birthday of Christ, it 
upheld the whole purpose and mystery 
of the incarnation:  the manifestation 
of God in Jesus Christ, including both 
his birth and the beginning of his 
ministry—his baptism by John.

Regardless of this sound theological 
reasoning, by the fourth and fifth 
centuries, the new Christmas holiday had 
truly taken hold.  Epiphany was reduced 
to a single day that elevated the visit of 
the wise men, who were pictured as being 
of three races, so as to symbolize the 
whole unreached world. 

It’s unfortunate that the church 
began to refer to the visit of the Magi as 
“the Epiphany,” because the gospels are 
filled with epiphanies. The intent of the 
Gospel is to reveal one 

epiphany after another, through the 
life and death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.

At Christmas and Epiphany, we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus, and so 
the time after Epiphany is meant to 
be a time for examining who Christ 
was and is. Each year the last Sunday 
after Epiphany is the Sunday of the 
Transfiguration. This is the epiphany 
that began the chain of events leading to 
Christ’s death and resurrection.

   -Kelly Hostetler
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 vs. Epiphany
Epiphany: January 6
The Season after Epiphany: February 24 (The Day Before Lent)

To Think About…
Often, we are so busy in the 

weeks before Christmas, with 
calendars packed full of parties, 
shopping trips, and meals, that 
when Christmastide and Epiphany 
roll around, we are too tired to do 
much but wait for Mardi Gras.  

How could that time be less 
about getting ready for Carnival 
and more like reflecting on who 
Christ is in your life and in our 
world? Ask for God’s help to make 
this Christmastide and Epiphany a 
true and continuing celebration of 
the birth and life of Jesus Christ, in 
your life and in the life of others.  
If interested, ask Don or me about 
resources that might help you walk 
through the season thoughtfully.

The intent of the 
Gospel is to reveal one 
epiphany after another



FFall Supper Clubs have been a 
great success! Out of the more than 
150 people who signed up this fall, 
approximately 18 groups were formed. 
Many of the groups have sent pictures; 
some have sent comments or stopped 
Don, Kelly or Congregational Life 
members in the church hallways to 
give us feedback!  

“We are thoroughly enjoying this 
activity!” writes one group. “We have 
had great participation—knowing 
that we are a busy group and no date 
will match each person’s schedule 
every time – so we go with the 
majority. We really feel that we know 
folks so much better!” 

A report from another Supper 
Club reads as follows: “We have 
had delicious food, beautiful 
tables, fun planning the menu and 
each hostess sets her own date. Thanks 
for such a great idea!”

Still another club member has this 
to say: “It was sometimes a challenge 
to schedule the group, but when we 
did, it was really worth it. I really 

enjoyed getting to see other people’s 
homes and the chance to really talk 
to people who we might say hello to 
at church but never really would have 
talked to otherwise.”

  -Kelly Hostetler
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Sign Up for Spring Supper Clubs!
Congregational Life is offering 

a whole new mix for Spring Supper 
Clubs, for those who sign up. Signups 
in the Fellowship Hall ran through 
November, but you can still sign up if 
you e-mail your information to events@
scapc.org. The e-mail deadline is 
December 15, 2009.

We have also made a few changes 
to the groups, in response to your 
suggestions:

1. Supper Clubs will be a little 
larger, closer to 10 people, as we heard 
from a number of you that usually not 
everyone could make a given supper.

2. We suggest you try to meet a 
minimum of three times over the course 
of the spring, as four times seemed 
ambitious for some groups who were 
just too busy to schedule everyone.

Once we become comfortable in 
a church community, it’s tempting to 
stick with those few people we know. 
But, when we engage with new people, 
we are saying yes to new growth, new 
opportunities and new voices in our 
lives. If you have not yet participated in 
the Supper Clubs or have done so in the 
fall but haven’t signed up yet for spring 
– consider becoming part of this new 
experience; sign up today!   

Supper
clubs

We’ve had delicious 
food, beautiful 
tables and fun 
planning the menu! 



T
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This summer, as I peered at the 
Ferry Place neighborhood from the 
window of a helicopter, I gained a 
new perspective of the term “urban 
revitalization.” 

RHINO stands for Rebuilding 
Hope in New Orleans. It could 
easily have been called rebuilding 
homes, but hope was chosen 
because ours is a ministry of both 
physical and spiritual rebuilding. 
RHINO’s presence on Ferry Place has 
sparked exciting revitalization in the 
surrounding neighborhood as well. 
Rental properties are being gutted and 
renovated. A new home has been built 
around the corner, in a similar style. 
Just two weeks ago, the government 
tore down a nearby abandoned 
apartment complex that has been 
a source of trouble for many years. 
Without the faith and labor of this 
church and thousands of volunteers 
at Ferry Place, it is unlikely any of this 
would have taken place.

After the helicopter pilot flew 
over Ferry Place, we headed north 
to Johnson Elementary School. 
From high in the air, I saw the fruits 
of another SCAPC venture in the 

neighborhood. In the school yard is a 
garden cultivated with love and care 
by SCAPC member Mary Dewitt 
Dukes, with the able assistance of 
the Johnson first grade class. Her 
lessons extend far beyond having 
a green thumb.  These children are 
gaining confidence as they realize the 
possibilities all around them.  They are 
building hope for their futures.

What I could not see from my 
aerial perch was the tile library floor, 
which RHINO volunteers replaced. 
The former flooring kept severely 
disabled students from utilizing the 
library’s resources. With the help of 
RHINO volunteers, all children in the 
school now have access to that space. 
For Johnson students and faculty 
alike, a new floor was a sign that 
someone believed in them and had 
hope in the next generation of New 
Orleanians.

RHINO is a community ministry 
at the center of the heart of SCAPC. 
This ministry seeks to restore both 
body and soul of a neighborhood, 
fueled by faith that in Christ, all things 
are made new.
-Kate Snider, RHINO Project Manager

Aerial Adventure
o v e r  f e r r y  P l a c e

A Bachelor 
Party for Good

About 30 minutes prior to the 
start of a wedding service on Oct. 24, 
I checked on the groom, expecting to 
find a nervously excited young man, 
still “affected” by the previous night’s 
festivities. What I encountered instead 
both surprised and impressed me.

Kyle Focht, the groom, calmly 
explained that not only had he retired at 
a reasonable hour the night before; he, 
his best man, and 
two wedding guests 
had arisen early that 
morning to work at 
Ferry Place. On his 
wedding day. 

What?
It turns out that 

since moving to New Orleans, Kyle has 
been a quiet and unassuming volunteer 
at Ferry Place, helping out on a regular 
basis whenever he was able. So it wasn’t 
really a huge leap for him to consider 
having a bachelor party of sorts on site. 

“They were a breath of fresh air – it 
was really great to have them there,” says 
Kate Snider, RHINO Coordinator for 
SCAPC.  

A group of RHINO volunteers from 
New York were on site; this was their 
final day of work. They were absolutely 
thrilled to have the four young men join 
them. The mostly older group hadn’t 
been too keen on the roof and ladder 
work necessary that day – a perfect 
opportunity for a 24-year-old groom 
and his gang. And so, these young guys 
hammered and lifted, climbed up and 
down ladders, helped the Habitat staff 
with more skilled projects and brought 
energy and youth to the worksite that 
day.  

Kyle moved here in September 
and works remotely for Trinity 
Baptist Church in San Antonio, while 
continuing to spend at least one day a 
week at Ferry Place. Kyle’s new wife, 
Emily, works for Teach for America, and 
is also a member of SCAPC.

                                             -Kelly Hostetler
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As the summer heat fades and 
schools resume at the start of 
the fall, the Chancel Choir starts 
getting ready – for Christmas.

“I have Christmas on my radar 
all year long,” says Director of 
Music Steven Blackmon. “I’m 
always looking through TV 
specials at Christmas time – you 
run into new music that way.”

Steven also searches for new 
music online, and sometimes he 
gets a lucky break when church 
members bring him bulletins from 
a great music program they heard.  
But however long the process, 
Steven knows when he hears the 
right music.

 “Sometimes it’s by accident,” 
Steven says. “I’ll be listening to 
the radio and say, ‘that’s it!’”

 

Each year on the Sunday before 
Christmas, the 10:30 worship 
service is a dedicated music 
program, complete with a full 
choir and orchestra. This year, the 
program falls on Sunday, Dec. 20. 

Steven has been the director 
of music for 23 years, and first 
heard this year’s main selection, 
the Vaughan Williams “Fantasia 
on Christmas Carols,” on local 
radio station WWNO 23 years 
ago. He says he knew upon 
hearing it that they’d perform it 
the following Christmas.

 For the third time in 23 
years, the choir and orchestra 
will perform the Fantasia this 
December, along with the 
first suite of Robert Shaw’s 
Christmas Carols.

  -Kim Thompson

Chancel Choir
     & Orchestra      

Sunday, December 20
10:30 a.m. Sanctuary


