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the Pastor s’ Desk
A Special Note of Thanks: Giving at SCAPC

This year SCAPC saw an 8 percent increase in pledging, raising our church
budget to a historic new high of $1.6 million. In addition, owing to strong
giving and wise management of spending, the church was able to “carry over”
$84,000. These statistics are even more remarkable in light of two recent surveys
showing the adverse effect of the current economy on churches. A national
survey of more than 1,000 Protestant churches found that 28 percent raised less
money than in 2008 – this in the face of an increase in requests for assistance
from people in need.
This makes us all the more grateful for the generosity of our membership. Because
of you, we have been not only been able to increase our giving to the community
and the world, but to educate our children and adults about discipleship, to
worship the Lord with gladness, and to live as the body of Christ in the world.
We are richly blessed by God’s grace and generosity. Let us continue to be a
blessing to God’s world. To God be the glory!
– Don Frampton, Senior Pastor

Racism and Christianity Class
Online: Audio transcripts from
this Sunday morning class, led
by SCAPC members Bill Banta
and Henrietta Harris during
January, are available on our
Web site in mp3 format. If
you missed a class or want to
hear what everyone’s talking
about, listen online at your
computer or download for
your iPod. http://www.scapc.
org/Pages/Ministries/Adults/
racismandchristianity.html
-Kelly Hostetler, Associate Pastor

2010 Selley Preaching
Series: Rev. Jim Carter

Jim Car ter - April 25
Preaching for both
services and leading an
adult Sunday School
class at 9:15 a.m.

This year it is our pleasure to welcome
former SCAPC Senior Pastor Rev.
James Carter to our pulpit as the 201
0
Selley Series preacher. Jim was our
Senior Pastor from 1984-1992, and,
among other achievements, oversaw the
third-floor expansion of the Education
Building and the renovation of the Lan
d
Building. For several years, Jim has bee
n
serving as Interim Pastor at various
leading Presbyterian churches. Current
ly,
he is Interim Senior Pastor at the hist
oric
Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church in
Philadelphia. We look forward to
welcoming Jim and and his wife Marty
back to New Orleans and SCAPC!
-Don Frampton, Senior Pastor

Spring 2010 / www.scapc.org / 2

2

News
1

in brief

Visionary Fund

never before met.
From the moment we landed
in Cuba, friends from our partner
church, El Fuerte were warm and
welcoming. Even though only a few
of our group spoke Spanish – and
only a few from El Fuerte spoke
English – language was not a barrier.
We discovered how universal smiles,
hugs and laughter can be.
Each morning, one group member
led a devotional and short worship
service. It was remarkable to observe
how each person approached God
in a unique, yet understandable way.
The ability to share our faith in such a
comfortable, small-group setting was
an integral aspect of our experience.
In our reflections, many of us
noted the unwavering faithfulness of
our Cuban friends. Despite living in
a secular country, facing a religiously
oppressive government, and having
meager living arrangements – the
Cuban people have a passion for God
and service.
Our mission trip to Cuba was a
profound experience that enhanced
our faith and allowed us to witness
God at work. While we know there
are many opportunities for service –
in our own homes, neighborhoods
and communities, it is our hope that
you will consider embarking on this
once-in-a lifetime opportunity, with a
future trip to Cuba.
-Askala Harris on behalf of the
November 2009 Cuba Mission Group

Our church’s footprints are found
throughout the community. We are
impacting our city in many lasting
ways, including our participation
in the construction of homes for
15 families through our RHINO
program. We also rejoice to be a part
of the success of two of our partner
schools: Lafayette Charter School saw
99 percent of its fourth graders pass
the LEAP test in 2009, and Lusher
High School’s graduating class received
more than $9 million in college
scholarships - just a few examples of
our efforts to live out the mission of
Jesus Christ in the world.
As a church community, we
give by providing human capital
and financial capital. The human
capital comes from the vigor and
conscientiousness of our growing
membership, while the financial
support is possible in large part
because of the foresight of those who
established SCAPC’s Visionary Fund.
Because of your donations to this
fund, we are able to give generously to
our community and the world.
-Jim Bean, Visionary Fund Chair
2

Mission Trip to Cuba

The word “amazing” may set the
tone in describing our November trip
to Cuba, but it doesn’t encapsulate
the transformative
experience our
mission group
had.
Our group was
comprised of
men and women
of all ages and
ethnicities- many
of whom had
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Palm Sunday Choir
and Orchestra

On Palm Sunday, March 28,
during the 10:30 worship service,
the Chancel Choir will present
French composer Maurice Duruflé’s
setting of Requiem. The work was

commissioned in 1947 by the French
music publisher Durand and is
written in memory of the composer’s
father. At the time of commission,
Duruflé was working on an organ
suite using themes from Gregorian
chants. He incorporated his sketches
for that work into the Requiem, so
nearly all the thematic material in the
work comes from chant.
The work is set in nine
movements. This Requiem setting is
a particular favorite of the Chancel
Choir and its director.
-Steven Blackmon, adapted from
Wikipedia

4

UPDATE: Haiti Relief
and Offerings

The generosity of SCAPC
members and visitors in the face of
the devastating earthquake in Haiti
has been incredible, as we collected
$15,271 in just three weeks. The
gifts were sent to Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance (PDA), the arm
of the Presbyterian Church, (USA),
designed to offer immediate relief
following natural disasters. Unlike
some relief organizations which
utilize as much as half of donations
for administrative costs, the PDA
promises that a minimum of 95% of
designated funds will be used to help
those most in need.
There is still more we can do.
PDA needs our help in assembling
Hygiene Kits and Baby Kits.

4
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Lenten Devotionals

Rev. Hill Riddle Rev. Phoebe Roaf

Hygiene Kits provide individuals with
basic necessities, while Baby Kits help
families to meet the immediate needs
of newborns and toddlers. Presbyterian
Women collected materials for 123
Baby Kits and assembled them on
Sunday, Feb. 7. The World Mission
Committee will be facilitating the
collection of materials for Hygiene Kits,
and putting them together at a later
date. Both of these kits help individuals
and families who have lost everything to
at least get basic needs met.
For updates on Haiti and the relief
efforts, you can go to www.pcusa.
org/pda or www.worldvision.org. Of
course, in disaster situations the most
pressing need continues to be money.
If you’d like to give to PDA to help
with Haiti earthquake relief, you can:
Give online :– make a secure online
gift at www.pcusa.org/pda
Give by check – gifts by check may
be mailed to: Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) P.O. Box 643700
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700
-Kelly Hostetler, Associate Pastor
5

Pause for Lenten
Worship & Lunch

Wednesdays during Lent,we are
offering a short chapel worship
service followed by a light lunch in
the Fellowship Hall. The pastors have
invited special guest speakers each
week to offer Lenten messages that
will help us to reflect, repent and find
renewal during this special season.
Services begin at noon and last 25-30
minutes, followed by a light lunch. Take
advantage of these mid-week, mid-day
opportunities to refocus your attention
on God’s work in your life and in the
world. Early speakers included Rev.
Hill Riddle and Rev. Phoebe Roaf.

Rabbi Cohn Michael Cowan

Coming up in the next few weeks:
3/10: The Rev. Travis Norvell,
Pastor, St. Charles Avenue Baptist
(not pictured)
3/17: Dr. Michael Cowan, Loyola
University and Common Good of
New Orleans
3/24: Rabbi Edward P. Cohn,
Temple Sinai
-Kelly Hostetler
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Ann VanHorn
Receives National
Honor from PW

Ann Van
Horn was
awarded
the highest
honor
given by
Presbyterian
Women
for her
exceptional
time and
commitment to SCAPC.
The award, known as the
Honorary Life Membership,
is bequeathed nationally for
outstanding service by an individual
to the church. It came as a surprise
for Ann, as the ceremony had been
intentionally tucked into a PW
Worship Service, and her husband
and son had been secretly invited.
Ann was nominated by her peers
and given a pin and certificate of
merit signed by the Church-wide
Program Coordinator for Presbyterian
Women. This is an honor of
distinction, and Ann has given from
the heart to SCAPC. Congratulations
and thank you, Ann!
-Kathy Randall

Where in the World is God?
40 Days of Devotions For Today’s World
by Stephen J. Carter
Our days are busier than ever. We
are overwhelmed by too many
challenges, pressing opportunities,
overwhelming demands and
attractive diversions. As a result,
our inner world often becomes
frantic, confused or empty, making
spiritual reflection almost impossible.
Carter’s daily reflections help us sort
through our confusion by focusing on
four questions:
1) Where is God in the world?
2) Where is God in my world?
3) Where am I in God’s world?
4) Where is God in his world?
Along the way, Carter looks at our hightech world through the lens of scripture,
drawing us to the God of our salvation
through Jesus Christ. Commit to this
journey through Lent and see what God
will do in your world.
From Fear to Love
Lenten Reflections on the Parable of the
Prodigal Son By Henri J. M. Nouwen
Nouwen was one of the great spiritual
writers of our time, combining
a deep appreciation for the
inspired Word of God with
insight and wisdom from
contemporary psychology.
At a crucial point in his own
spiritual journey, Nouwen said
he discovered “the whole Gospel” in
the parable of the prodigal son. The
daily Lenten reflections in this book
are drawn from recorded conferences
Nouwen gave on the parable and the
famous Rembrandt portrait, “The
Return of the Prodigal Son.” Be daily
encouraged by the core message of this
parable: we are children of God, given
our freedom by the Father, who freely
loves us whether we stay or go, whether
we have been unfaithful or resentful
or presumptuous. Make the journey
through Lent in the direction of your
heavenly Father.
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Youth Group: In T
Allison Slatten, a senior at
McGehee, has been involved at St.
Charles since she was born.

When
I
was
a
little
girl, I used to sit in the pews with my family
and watch as, once

leaders help to make sure things are going in the right
direction. But what really makes Youth Sunday so special is
that it is prepared and led by the youth. We get the chance
to give back to the church by sharing our experiences and
beliefs as we preach.
To prepare, we dedicate the three Sunday night youth
groups leading up to the service to Youth Sunday. We
come up with many themes and then vote as a group on
one. From there, the sermon writers choose related Bible
passages and we all pick the hymns, prayers and everything
else in the service.
This year, after delivering my sermon, I returned
to my seat in front of the congregation, and I realized
that my time in Youth Group at St. Charles Avenue
Presbyterian Church is coming to an end. After seven years
of participating in Youth Sunday, it’s almost over. Youth
Sunday has always been a constant and special thing for
me, and I hope it will be for others in years to come. It
has been my time to give back to the community who has
given me everything. Now, I will have to give back some
other way. I love Youth Sunday and encourage all the youth
of the church to try and participate at some time during
their years as a member of Youth Group. -Allison Slatten

a year, the big kids
would go up to the pulpit
and preach. I couldn’t
wait to be a part of youth
group and give back to
the church through Youth
Sunday.
I have been a part
in Youth Sunday since
I was one of the young
sixth graders in youth
group, whether as an
usher, soloist, children’s
message participant,
reader or a sermon
writer. As a senior,
I participated in
Youth Sunday as a
sermon writer and
preacher. Every
year, I can count
on there being
a Youth Sunday
Service, and every
year it is different.
With new youth
every year, the
themes change and
we get new ideas,
which is part of
what makes it so
special. Everyone
who wants to
participate can,
Participants of Youth Sunday, held January 31, 2010 (L to R): Ellen Alpaugh, Benjamin Morrison,
and the youth
Allison Slatten and Georgianna May.
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Their Words
Ellen Shields has served as the
Youth Director at St. Charles for
three years, since her graduation
from LSU in 2007.

As
some of you know, I will
be leaving my position as SCAPC’s Youth Director

this spring. It has been a wonderful experience,
and it will be hard to leave, but it is time for me to
pursue other adventures. I am
unsure of what might come
next, but I am excited about
several possibilities. I have
applied to become a Young
Adult Volunteer, through the
Presbyterian Church (USA) and
may be working internationally
come this August. That is
one of several options I am
exploring for next year.
As I reflect on my time
at SCAPC, I have learned
a great deal. Working with
middle-school and high-school youth has its blessings and

Kelly Hostetler, Ellen Shields, Ben Morrison and another camper
participate at Heifer Ranch, where the youth took a trip in June 2008.

challenges. Adolescence is a time of struggle for many of us;
as a youth director, my job has been to find the right ways
to help the SCAPC youth, entrusted to me, to navigate
the muddy waters. Working with these youth has been one
of the most fulfilling and meaningful experiences of my
life. They constantly surprise and inspire me with their
strength and wisdom. It is exciting to be a part of their lives
during this challenging time – as they are still forming their
identities and are open to so many possibilities.
I have many memories from my time here! From playing
mini-golf at Montreat with the girls, to feeling so proud
of the youth after Youth Sunday... I will cherish them.
Thank you for giving me the privilege to spend time with
your youth and for the support and encouragement you’ve
shown me and the program. Although it’s hard to leave
SCAPC, I’m excited for what God has planned for the
youth and for our church. I would appreciate your prayers
as I move on to new possibilities. - Ellen Shields

Youth Director Ellen Shields prepares the youth for their roles
in Youth Sunday on January 31, 2010.
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STAIR

Celebrates 25

Years of Service

Start the Adventure in Reading has reached a remarkable
milestone in 2010.
For 25 years this
successful children’s
literacy program has
served New Orleans
area children and
their families. Since
its founding in 1985,
STAIR has made a
difference in the lives
of nearly 6,000
second-graders
from Orleans,
Jefferson and
Plaquemines
parish public elementary
schools. Over the past
25 years, hundreds of
community volunteers,
including many
members of SCAPC,
have donated their time
and talents to serve as
reading tutors, testers and
workday helpers. Despite
Hurricane Katrina and
a re-organized public
school system, the
STAIR program
has maintained
its preeminence
as one of the most
effective children’s
literacy programs for
participants, parents
and guardians, family
members, teachers
and principals in the
New Orleans area.
7/ www.scapc.org/ Spring 2010

History
STAIR began in 1985 as a neighborhood outreach
mission of the Presbyterian Action Council of the
Metropolitan New Orleans Area. Five volunteer tutors
and five public school second grade students worked
during the summer at Berean Presbyterian Church
in New Orleans on reading and language skills. The
objectives of the project, outlined in a mission statement
were “…to equip children with skills for reading, learning
and optimal development, and to provide volunteers a
positive, rewarding experience, adding to the richness
of their lives…” Other local churches began hosting
tutoring sites to meet the needs of the STAIR program
and interest expressed by their congregations. In 1991,
STAIR incorporated as a nonprofit organization. Through
the years, the STAIR program grew by including new
churches, local universities and elementary schools as
tutoring sites.

Today, STAIR operates 29 tutoring locations
serving 250 public elementary school students
from 34 schools in Orleans, Jefferson and
Plaquemines parishes. More than 350
volunteers have signed on to teach reading to
the children during the school year.
STAIR’s Home & Family
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church has supported
the STAIR program since its inception and has provided a
home oﬃce to the STAIR program. It has been the largest
tutoring site since 1992.
Through the years, congregation members have volunteered
their time and talents not only as tutors, but also as board
and advisory council members and STAIR staff members.
Former church member Melinda Ball served as STAIR’s first
executive director. SCAPC also provides a variety of in-kind
contributions, including meeting rooms for site directors
and the STAIR Board of Directors, staff member oﬃce
and tutoring site locations, and space for tutor trainings
and storage of materials. Additionally, STAIR has benefited
from the services provided by church staff members, such
as technology guru Steven Blackmon, and sextons Tyronne
Smith, Donald Jefferson and Terry Patterson.
Aﬃliates in Other States
STAIR continues to grow, serving as a model for other
programs around the country with aﬃliates in six states.

25th Anniversary STAIR Affair
Thursday, March 25, 2010
7:00 p.m. until 9:30 p.m.
Cocktails - featured New Orleans
Restaurants
Auction - Entertainment
2525 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans
The Home of Anne Montgomery,
Anne and Bill Grace
For more information on sponsor levels
and tickets: www.stairnola.org
or 899-0820.

2010

1985-2010
2010: STAIR’s
25th Anniversary

2009-2010: 250 students,
29 sites, 34 schools, 350+ tutors

2007-2008: 200 students, 23
sites, 30 schools, 300+ tutors

2006: 20th Anniversary STAIR
Affair (delayed due to Katrina)

2005: Hurricane
Katrina

2005: STAIR’s 20th Anniversary

2003-2004: 375
students, 26 sites, 35
schools, 500+ tutors

2003: Sara Woodard named
STAIR Executive Director

1999-2000: 350
students, 20 sites,
400 tutors

1996-1997: 323
students, 15 sites, 20
schools, 350 tutors

1995: STAIR’s 10th
Anniversary

1994 (September and October):
sites open at St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church and Dillard University

1991-1992: 120
students, 9 schools,
224 tutors

1989: STAIR incorporated as a
501 (c) (3) organization

1989: Melinda
Ball named STAIR
Executive Director
1985: First day of
STAIR at Berean
Presbyterian Church.

1986: STAIR starts at Woodland
Presbyterian & St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian

1985

These STAIR sites reach over 175
children and are located in:
• Birmingham: Independent
Presbyterian Church and First
Presbyterian Church
• Wilmington, DE: First &
Central Presbyterian Church
• Ruston, LA: Presbyterian
Church of Ruston
• Annapolis, MD: First
Presbyterian Church
• Lewisburg, W. VA: Old Stone
Presbyterian Church
All of these sites use STAIR’s
organizational structure and
curriculum. Each site is financially
independent of the New Orleans
program.
Thank you for your continued
support and prayers as we move
ahead in 2010.
-Sara Woodard, executive director

1985: STAIR concept
developed by Presbyterian
Action Council (PAC)
(First STAIR Director is
PAC’s Lou Bender)
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THE GAME OF A
LIFETIME

Emmett Wroten,
Haynesville HS fan
& SCAPC member,
was on site for the
stunning upset.

T

Bobby Segal and Emmett Wroten after Haynesville’s amazing win.

Two of the things that Emmett Wroten
loves: Haynesville football and St.
Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church!
He has this in common with SCAPC
member Bobby Segal.
Bobby and Emmet share a love of sports
and, in particular, football. Emmett
grew up Haynesville, Louisiana, a high
school with a rich football history. As
a high school football oﬃcial, Bobby
is just as passionate about Haynesville
as Emmet, and the two have had many
conversations over the years about
Haynesville High School. So, they were
both more than excited when this year,
Haynesville (#4 seed) upset St. John (#1
seed) in the Semi Finals, earning a spot
in the December State Championship
game at the Superdome.
Bobby picked up Emmett the night
of the big game: December 12.
Amidst a torrent of rain, they made
it to the Superdome, where Bobby
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wheeled Emmett around in
a wheelchair borrowed for
just this occasion. They knew
the chances of Haynesville
winning were next to nil; it
was an honor just for the small
town team to be in the game.
Haynesville was up against
South Plaquemines (#2 seed),
a team comprised of three
schools recently combined
Bobby Segal and Emmett Wroten together at the game in
that won the last two state
the Superdome.
championships – and were
Haynesville beat the Hurricanes of South
presumably there to win their
Plaquemines, 19-12.
third.
To Bobby, it seemed like the whole
town of Haynesville had come to the
Superdome for the game. And nearly
every one of them knew Emmett! Lots
of happy reunions took place that night,
as Emmett reconnected with friends
and acquaintances he had not seen in
many years. But, the best part of the
night? When the Golden Tornadoes of

The rain had continued during the
game; rising flood waters made it a
challenge to get home. But, according
to Bobby, “Not even the high water
around the Dome could drown
the joy we felt at the victory of the
Haynesville football team. Emmett
and I were on cloud nine. It was a
great day!” -Kelly Hostetler

THE SESSION RETREATS… BUT THEY’RE BACK!

SCAPC Session members spent January 8-9, 2010, at Favrotville on the Northshore taking a look
at the church’s work for the upcoming year, the first intensive planning retreat since Katrina. Led by
Michael Jinkins, Dean and Professor of Theology at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary (and the
2009 Lupberger lecturer), Session members studied Luke 5:17-26. Special thanks go to Beth Poe, Chair of
Leadership Development, for directing the retreat, to the 37 Session members and eight church staff who attended,
and to the Favrot, Murphy and Smallpage families for graciously providing the
accommodations. The following is an excerpted article Michael Jinkins written
for Duke’s Faith and Work Web site, sharing his insights about the weekend.
Read on to get a taste of the great things coming our way!

Four Beattitudes of Leadership

I

I recently led a workshop with
the pastoral and lay leadership of
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian
Church, a grand and historic
congregation in the Uptown
area of New Orleans. In the
weeks following the hurricane,
the congregation mobilized its
membership and resources; it
assembled, coordinated, and housed
volunteers from around the country
to rebuild ravaged homes and
neighborhoods.
As the leadership of the church
reflected on the church’s future,
some wondered what it would mean
to re-envision their whole mission
program yet again. Beyond the rebuilding, what would it mean to
include in their mission work an
educational opportunity? Those who
come to the city would not only
rebuild structures, but would gain
deeper understandings of Christian
mission that might transform their
congregations and communities
back home. St. Charles Avenue
would become a mission-education
center, as well as a coordinator of
mission itself.
In closing my portion of the retreat
I described four beatitudes that
may be worthwhile for all of us to
rethink, adapt and transform the
ministries of our own congregations.
Bless dissent. A theme emerged
at St. Charles Avenue: No single
one of us knows where our church
needs to go next, but together we

will. To discover the shape of
our future mission we must bless
dissent. The church is the Body
of Christ, St. Paul tells us, and a
body has many organs, each with
its own distinctive functions. Not
only does a heart have a different
function from a foot, it has a whole
different perspective on the body.
Variety of perspective isn’t always
pretty, but differences need not
lead to divisions. We must learn to
bless our differences, even (maybe
especially) our dissent, because we
simply do not know where the key
insights are coming from that will
transform us.

“Ever tried. Ever failed.
No matter. Try again.

Pat Rosamond with Michael Jinkins

marvelous closing sentence, “Fail
better.” The education we all need
waits for us in our failures.
Bless story. The power of stories,
myths and fairy tales is the greatest
power for transformation known to
humanity. Don Hewitt, the creator
of “Sixty Minutes,” credited that
program’s durability to the fact that
they always answered a basic human
request: “Tell me a story.” A church
needs to cast its big ideas (including
its mission) in stories.

Bless blessing. The power to bless
the greatest power the church
Fail again. Fail better.” ispossesses.
We live in a culture of
cursing. Cable television and talk
radio are driven by the power to
Bless failure. Samuel Becket once
wrote a line of sheer poetry that also curse. And if we simply curse too,
we will fail to live up to the call
represents a fundamental insight
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, who
into good leadership. “Ever tried.
came into this world that we might
Ever failed. No matter. Try again.
have life in abundance. The Bible
Fail again. Fail better,” Becket
wrote. Notice: there are no question reminds us again and again that the
end of the curse’s power is always
marks in these six short sentences.
a grave, and the power to bless
The hinge on which maturity and
raises us to new life. It’s when we
health turn is in that third small
bless that people notice a family
sentence, with its gracious shrug
resemblance between us and the
of the shoulders: “No matter.” It
God who created us.
transforms a bare fact of life (We
-Michael Jinkins
try. We fail), making possible the
Spring 2010 / www.scapc.org / 10

St. Charles Avenue

presbyterian church
1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118

Palm Sunday, March 28
Chancel Choir & Orchestra at 10:30 a.m.
Communion Service in the Chapel at 8:30 a.m.

Maundy Thursday, April 1
Worship at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Good Friday, April 2
Worship at noon in the Sanctuary.

Easter Sunday, April 4

Celebrate the risen Lord! Worship at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

