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Letter
from
the
Pastor
Dear friends,
It is with great joy that this year, 2009, we recognize and celebrate Don Frampton’s fifteen years
as Senior Pastor at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church. When Don and his family made the trip from
South Carolina to New Orleans in 1994… who knew to hope that they would still be here, fifteen years
later? Coming on staff at SCAPC two years ago, I wasn’t experienced enough to realize how completely
blessed both Matthew and I were, to become part of this healthy and happy congregation, led by this gifted
pastor from South Carolina.
The first time I met Don, I was in New Orleans for my first interview for the position of Associate
Pastor in the spring of 2007. Any nervousness I felt quickly vanished when I shook Don’s hand, welcomed
by his characteristic warmth and reassuring smile. We walked back to his office and sat down, and as he
described the church and the city of New Orleans, I relaxed, disarmed by his obvious passion for both.
With pictures of his family surrounding us on bookshelves and cabinets, he talked about his church family
with pastoral pride and enthusiasm. He openly described the struggles of post-Katrina New Orleans, while
listing the many ways the church community had pulled together to overcome and grow into something new:
Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans (RHINO) was in full swing.
By the end of May 2007, Matthew and I were on our way to New Orleans. We arrived late one Saturday
night, much later than we anticipated, owing to the fact that we had foolishly underestimated the size of our
household and had to rent a second truck for everything to fit. Besides increasing the cost and slowing us down,
the mistake made us feel like idiots. We arrived late that night and managed to pull a mattress inside on which to
sleep. Late the next morning, the doorbell rang; there stood Philip Clinton, the search committee chair, and my
new boss, Don Frampton. Although I looked a wreck, I was too disoriented to be anything but happy to see some
friendly faces. Don reassured me that Colleen had found some teenagers to help us unload the trucks, and they
would be over shortly. He also admitted that he had made the same mistake we did about the size of the moving
truck, when he moved from South Carolina… only he had to rent two more trucks! We were encouraged and
refreshed—if we were idiots, we were idiots in good company!
During my first week at SCAPC, Don sat down with me to talk about the summer schedule, among
other things. Don had more than 25 years of experience as a minister; I was fresh from seminary. I didn’t
really expect him to fully acknowledge me as a colleague in ministry. Surely, I would spend some time in the
background, until I had more experience. But, to my surprise, one of the first things Don did was explain when
he’d like to take his much-needed vacation, and asked if I was comfortable preaching on nearly half of the
summer Sundays! Don’s invitation to jump into ministry was a huge surprise – and one of the greatest surprises
and gifts to me at St. Charles. Perhaps nothing else so increased my confidence and sense of call in those early
days, as Don’s faith in me to step out and preach, teach and engage creatively in ministry with this congregation –
a community that now feels like home.
Not that he hasn’t been around for support, however. Over the last two years, I have walked into Don’s
office countless times, asking, “Do you have a minute?” or “Just a quick question…?” and not once have I been
greeted with a sigh, a frown, or a “Maybe later.” One of my favorite things about Don is his willingness to hear
new ideas, to entertain all questions, to engage on any issue, with integrity and faithfulness to Christ. I believe it is
Don’s commitment to a ministry centered around Christ that keeps us grounded as a staff, and as a congregation.
So, thanks, Dr. Frampton, for all that you have done and continue to do at St. Charles as head of staff,
moderator of session, visionary and leader in the community, and pastor for this congregation. We are so grateful
to have you, Colleen, Harrison, Catherine and McCord… and, dare we say, we hope you never leave!

Kelly

Associate Pastor
Kelly Hostetler
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News in brief
Enrich your Lenten
Experience: Lenten

Worship & Lunch and a Lenten
Devotional Guide
During the season of Lent, Don
Frampton, Kelly Hostetler and
Steven Blackmon will lead a special
service each Wednesday, March
4-April 1, at noon. An optional,
light lunch will follow the service at
12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Lenten devotional guides are
available in the Narthex, which
explain the history and customs
of Lent and provide scripture for
reflection and prayer each day.
Mark your calendar:

•Sunday, April 5: Chancel Choir &
Orchestra, 10:30 service
•Maundy Thursday worship,
April 9, 7:30 p.m.
•Good Friday service, April 10, noon.

Visionary Sunday

“Just as you excel in everything—in
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in
complete earnestness and in your love
for us—see that you also excel in this
grace of giving.”
2 Corinthians 8:7
Visionary Sunday, held this year on
April 19, is an opportunity for us
to “excel in the grace of giving.” We
hope you will consider generously
supporting this important resource.
Contributions to the Visionary
Fund, which remain separate from
the annual operating revenue,
may be made to five giving
groups: general church support,
benevolences and missions,
programs, property and employee
benefits. There is no minimum
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donation to the existing accounts
within the Visionary Fund, and
there are many ways to give,
including direct contributions,
bequests, insurance policies and
asset transfers.
One of the most meaningful ways
to celebrate life’s joyful moments
is a gift to the fund for general
church support. Or you can make
a difference by contributing to the
funds that support benevolences
and missions or church programs.
You can ensure the maintenance
of our beautiful sanctuary with
a donation to the property fund.
Equally important are contributions
to the fund for employee benefits.
The Visionary Fund will help
strengthen the mission of the
church, not only for today but for
future generations.
— Lou Hoffman
Chair, Visionary Fund

Book Review &
Workshop: Praying in
Color: Drawing a New Path
to God By Sybil MacBeth

Praying is an important part of our
lives as children of a loving God; a
key way to grow in our relationship
with Christ. But, it’s not always easy.
Can you relate to any of these prayer
dilemmas?

1. You make a list of people for whom
you want to pray and then lose it.
2. Your prayers feel more like a list for
Santa than a love letter for God.
3. You get your spirit and body in a
place of calm and stillness in prayer
and then you fall asleep.
4. You start to pray and start thinking
about paying the bills.
5. You’re sure that everyone you
know is a better and more effective
pray-er than you are.

Praying in Color can help us with
our prayer
dilemmas.
It is an
active and
meditative
prayer
practice for
the wordweary and
fidgety
“pray-er.” MacBeth “discovered”
this form of prayer when she was
so overwhelmed by the needs
around her, she didn’t have words
to pray. She picked up a pen and
colored markers and began to draw
shapes. She wrote the names of her
friends in the shapes, then added
lines, squiggles, dots, and doodles...
and color. When the drawing was
finished, she knew that she had
prayed. Each mark of the pen and
each stroke of color was a wordless
moment of prayer. Not only had she
spent time in prayer and silence, but
the drawing was a visual reminder to
continue to pray throughout the day.
Here’s the great news: Sybil MacBeth
is leading a workshop on her
book on Saturday, March 14,
from 9a.m.-12p.m., at Tulane
University’s Chapel of the Holy
Spirit (On the campus of Tulane
University, 1100 Broadway). Come
learn about this versatile prayer
practice for all ages. No artistic ability
necessary! If you would like to sign
up, contact Kelly Hostetler (Kelly@
scapc.org, 897-0101, x117) before
March 10. Cost of the workshop
is $20 if you already have the book,
$35 for those who will purchase the
book there (all participants must
have the book). 			
—Kelly Hostetler

Ignatius Reilly comes to St. Charles

“When a true genius
appears in the world,
you may know him by
this sign, that the dunces
are all in confederacy
against him.”
-Jonathan Swift

John Geiser III (left) and Kenny Toole, before their
first day of kindergarten at McDonogh No. 14 (now
Ben Franklin Elementary) in February 1943.

J

John Geiser established the Marjorie Peirce Geiser
and John Geiser, Jr. Fund for Missions as part of
SCAPC’s Visionary Fund, naming the fund to honor
his parents and what would have been their 100th
birthdays in 2007. On January 1, 2009, he added to
the fund by contributing his future royalty interest in
the Confederacy of Dunces.

The Geiser family lived at 6112 Chestnut Street,
a block and a half from the Toole home at 1128
Webster Street, and JohnGeiser and Kenny Toole
were in the same kindergarten class. Toole later
skipped a grade and graduated from Tulane
University in 1958, while John graduated from
Tulane in 1959.

The Confederacy of Dunces was published posthumously in 1980 under the author’s full name, John
Kennedy Toole, and won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction
in 1981. Toole wrote the manuscript while serving in
the Army in 1962-1963. He died in 1969.

John Geiser received a percentage of the
royalties from the Confederacy of Dunces
under the will of Thelma Ducoing Toole,
the author’s mother. Mrs. Toole was the
primary advocate for the manuscript’s
publication after her son’s death. •
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The Hand of God
Before SCAPC’s search committee started looking for
a senior pastor in the fall of 1992, the director of the
Presbytery of South Louisiana told them it was a spiritual
decision, and a process that would be led by the Holy
Spirit. Despite that advice, Parke says they approached it as
corporate search committee, imagining it would be a quick,
six-month process: a business decision.
Instead, it took two years – and Parke says the process
changed his life.

Meet

the Framptons

How SCAPC’s Fifth Senior
Pastor Came to NOLA

“It’s one of the most meaningful things I’ve ever done and
a huge part of my faith journey,” Parke says. “We really saw
the hand of God. We saw God say, ‘no… no… no… yes.’”
Meet the Framptons
Despite Parke’s offhanded comment about Don being the
next pastor, there was a lot of work to do. The committee
reviewed Don’s application materials and an audio copy of
his sermon on cassette tape.

S

SCAPC’s search committee received more than
90 applications for the senior pastor position
and spent the first half of 1993 chasing a couple
leads that didn’t pan out. At the prompting of
an interim pastor, they approached Dr. Douglas
Oldenburg, president of Columbia Theological
Seminary, to ask for recommendations, and he
gave the committee a handful of names.

After the review, Parke, committee Chair Michael O’Keefe
and fellow committee member Diane Reddoch made the

trip from New Orleans to North Carolina in December
1993 to meet the Framptons.
Parke, Michael and Diane waited on the porch of the
Ellerby Springs Hotel, a quaint old roadhouse in Ellerby,
North Carolina, for their first meeting with Don and
Colleen. Parke, who had spoken with Don, advised his
fellow committee members that their first impression
might not accurately match Don’s personality. Each
candidate had included a photo with his or her application
materials, and the photo attached with Don’s file didn’t
seem to match his outgoing personality.
“There was a photo of a goofy guy on Don’s file,” Parke
says. “Don’s picture got mixed up with some picture of a
guy with a crew cut and thick glasses.”
While the trio waited for that gentleman and his wife to
arrive, Don and Colleen exited their vehicle looking “GQ,”
Parke says, and walked past the committee members into
the hotel. As each party waited for the other’s arrival, the
SCAPC committee members realized there might have
been a mix-up.

A Brief History of Time

Through tragedy and triumph, Senior Pastor Don Frampton has led St. Charles
Avenue Presbyterian Church faithfully for 15 years.

Parke Ellis was assigned to one of Oldenburg’s
recommendations – a young pastor in
Rockingham, North Carolina. Parke called the
pastor in September 1993 and introduced himself
as a member of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian
Church in New Orleans.
“What is the matter with your football team??”
came the response.

from left: McCord, Colleen, Catherine, Don and Harrison Fampton.
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As they spoke, Parke thought, “I like this guy,” and
asked him to send an application to the search
committee. At the next committee meeting,
Parke offhandedly said he’d just spoken with the
next minister of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian
Church – a young pastor named Donald Frampton.

1536

John Calvin founds the
Reformed Theology
movement.

1706

First American Presbytery
organized in Philadelphia.

1920
SCAPC founded.

Summer 1994
The Framptons move to
New Orleans, with Don at
the helm of the U-HAUL.
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After straightening it out, they left in two cars: Michael rode
in Don’s car and Colleen and Diane followed with Parke.
As the cars headed for the restaurant, Don exceeded the 45
miles-per-hour speed limit by more than 20 mph and left the
second vehicle in the dust, despite Parke’s best attempts to
keep up. Colleen anxiously reassured them that Don never
drove that fast, and Don later attributed it to his nervousness.
Don, Colleen and
children Harrison,
McCord and Catherine
in 1997.

Dinner was informal, and they talked minimally about
the church. The committee wanted to get to know Don
and Colleen, and they began to see the Framptons’ sense
of community and family. It also became clear that Don
desired to be at an urban church and just wasn’t sure
whether his call was to St. Charles Avenue.
The Church service
The next morning, the second Sunday in Advent, the
trio tried to slip nonchalantly into the service at First
Presbyterian Church in Rockingham where Don was head
pastor. They didn’t want to draw attention to themselves
so Diane sat separately from the group while the two men,
“traveling on business,” sat together.
Prefacing their visit to his church, Don had told the men,
“We’re not very corporate,” so Parke and Michael, who
wore suits and ties to SCAPC each week, arrived without
their usual apparel. They entered the service and quickly
noticed they were the only men without coats and ties.

Frampton family photo,
(from left: Catherine, Don,
McCord and Colleen)
in 2007.

Across the sanctuary, Diane’s pew mate warmly engaged her
in conversation and invited her home for lunch.

We thought we were going to go out to the car dealer, find a
car and kick the tires. We realized it didn’t work that way.
The car was picked for us.
“We thought we were going to go out to the car dealer,
The woman, unaware of Diane’s real purpose for attending
service that Sunday, couldn’t stop raving about their
wonderful pastor, Don Frampton. Diane shared her
adventures with Parke, Michael and the Frampton family at
lunch afterward.
“As we laughed about it, I pondered the irony of it all,” Diane
says. “Such warmth extended to me, on a mission to seek out
the pastor so loved. I had mixed feelings. But the time was
right, and the change was part of God’s plan.”
God’s Call
The committee members’ visit to North Carolina left them
with the impression that the Framptons were genuine and
down-to-earth, but neither party was sure if it was a match.

Sept. 11, 1994

Dec. 15, 1994

October 8, 1995

May 23, 1997

Sept. 11, 2001

Don installed as Senior
Pastor at SCAPC.

McCord Frampton born.

SCAPC celebrates its 75th
anniversary.

Don wins the “Golden
Spatula” award at the BBQ
cook-off .

October 2005
SCAPC parishioners return
to New Orleans, sanctuary
renovation commences.

September 2005 October 2005
Don officiates first
post-Katrina service for
SCAPC members at Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church in Houston.

RHINO program
conceived by Don,
Paul Seelman and
other staff. Houston
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July 3, 2003

find a car and kick the tires,” Michael, who chaired the
search committee, says. “We realized it didn’t work that
way. The car was picked for us.”
After the Framptons visited New Orleans, the committee
engaged in much discussion and prayer. They then voted
unanimously to ask Don to be the senior pastor, but he was
still unsure. So he prayed and considered, and when he was
sure that God was calling him to New Orleans, he accepted.
So, nearly one year after Parke first made contact, Don
was installed as the fifth senior pastor in the history of
SCAPC on September 11, 1994. The Rockingham church
members who loved Don so dearly were happy to support
him in his new calling. About a dozen members from First
Presbyterian Church made the 12-hour drive to be present
for Don’s first day in the pulpit at St. Charles Avenue
Presbyterian Church in New Orleans. •

2004

August 29, 2005

Don officiates an
Don turns 50.
ecumenical prayer service
commemorating the Sept. 11
tragedies.

Visionary Fund
established & Don
celebrates 10 yrs. at
SCAPC.

Katrina

May 2006

April 22, 2007

Spring 2007

August 2007

Don leads first 20/30 event
at the Columns Hotel with
great success.

The renovated SCAPC
sanctuary is dedicated.

Don is elected to the Board
of Trustees at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.

RHINO breaks ground
on the first of 14 Habitat
houses on Ferry Place.

2009

SCAPC celebrates
15 years with Don
Frampton.
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Top, from left: Pvt. Dale Buree, Specialist Johathan Benson
Bottom, from left: Sgt. Melvin Colley, Lt. Andrew Partin

Photo courtesy of Ruth Hinson

To the Women of SCAPC,
I would like to thank you for all the gifts you have sent us over the past months. I can
assure you that the soldiers greatly appreciate the coffee & chicory, though at 0200
hrs in the morning the decaf isn’t the blend of choice! The TONY’s [Tony Chachere
Creole Foods] will come in very handy. Thank you for your continued support. Let
everyone know we are doing well & appreciate your thoughts and prayers. Personally,
it helps to know that the church that Ellen cared for so dearly also cares for me.
-LT. Andrew Partin

Presbyterian Women Adopt Andrew Partin’s unit

A

An important ministry for the women of the church has
been supporting Lt. Andrew Partin and his unit, the 5th
Squadron of 1st US Cavalry Regiment. Andrew was the
fiancé of our own Ellen Hinson, before her tragic death this
past summer. As we’ve grieved in the wake of her death, it
has been helpful for us and for him to be in communication.
Presbyterian Women, with the help of other women in the
church, have sent two packages per month to him since his
unit was deployed in September 2008. The packages have
featured unique pieces of New Orleans and some basic necessities: Pralines by Jean, Community Coffee, Hubig’s Pies,
Tony Chachere’s seasoning and unscented baby wipes. Presbyterian Women plans to send packages to the soldiers until
they return to the US in September 2009.
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Ruth Hinson says Andrew and the soldiers look forward to
the packages and anticipate what will come next.
“From our family perspective, it’s a wonderful gift to us
that the church has reached out to Andrew,” Ruth says. “I
don’t think he anticipated that he would have a continued
relationship with the church and that relationship has
continued to help him recover from Ellen’s death.”
Communicating with the troops has been a ministry
to SCAPC, as well as to them. Andrew wrote a letter to
Presbyterian Women in December, thanking them for the
packages, which is featured on the opposite page.
If you’d like to participate in this ministry, contact Dawn
Talbot at dostromski@aol.com or 481-7632.
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St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church
1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118

