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Acts 10:34-48 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who 
fears him and practices righteousness[a] is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he 
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day 
and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained 
by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45 The circumcised believers who had 
come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the gentiles, 46 for they heard 
them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then 
they invited him to stay for several days. 

 Legend has it that when the leader of the Protestant Reform movement, Martin Luther, was having a bad day or a 

dark night of the soul or struggling with some of the crises in confidence and mental health challenges that sometimes 

plagued him, he would pat himself on the head and say, ‘Remember Martin, you are baptized.’ Personally, I don’t think he 

was doing this because he believed baptism was some kind of magical protection given from all the challenges of life or 

horrors of the world or any other dangers, toils, or snares. Remember, Martin, you are baptized, you belong to Jesus Christ, 

your primary identity is in being tethered to your Lord and Savior, your only comfort in life and in death. Several years ago, 

the Lutheran theological ethicist Gilbert Meilander wrote in the aftermath of September 11th, these prescient words: ‘every 

time we have some national ‘tragedy’ we are advised on how to help our children feel secure, but I wonder if ‘Christians need 

to say something different to our children. He offers this baptismal creed…’my child, the world is always a dangerous and 

threatening place where death surrounds us. When I brought you for baptism I acknowledged that I could not possibly 

guarantee your future. I handed you over to the God who loves you and with whom you are safe in both life and in death. 

There is no security to be found elsewhere, certainly not from me or those like me. Live with courage, therefore, and, if it 

must be, do not be afraid to die in service of what is good and just.’1 

 Remember your baptism; remember that you belong to Jesus Christ; remember your identity as a child of God. That 

is one reason that every week we return to the baptismal font, not just cute newborn babies who have not really done much 

forgetting much less remembering, but all of us, to remember our primary identity in Jesus Christ, our primary calling us a 
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servant of Jesus Christ, our only security held in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Sure we have other identities and often 

they jockey to become our ultimate identity. Maybe we function as citizens first and those who belong to Jesus Christ later. 

Or maybe our ideology, conservative, progressive, socialist, capitalist, left wing populist or right wing populist, or loyalist no 

matter what or cynic no matter what. Or maybe our primary identity and way we see ourselves is that of consumer…whether 

it be consumer of goods or in the words of Burger King slogans several iterations ago, having things ‘our way, right away.’ 

The customer is always right, isn’t that the golden rule of customer service. In his recent book Abundance, author Ezra Klein 

reminds us that we have almost an endless supply of abundance of consumer goods, ‘a startling abundance of the goods that 

fill a house,’ but we have a complete lack of abundance, a ‘shortage of what’s needed to build a good life.’ Or to quote the 

comedian Louis CK… ‘we have everything we want and we are still miserable.’ Our consumer identity may be a fun 

distraction, but it cannot fill us or fulfill us.  

Maybe our ultimate identity is the algorithm, methodically selecting for us whatever content is going to create the 

most outrage and venom against those we were already predisposed to dislike and be repulsed by. In his recent talk on the 

Declaration of Independence, down the street at the Jewish Community Center, New Orleanian author and professor 

Walter Isaacson reminds us that ‘people go to their own cul-de-sacs online, dive down different rabbit holes on the internet, 

listen to opposite ends of the talk-radio dial, and let algorithms turn their social-media feeds into echo chambers. The 

technology that promised to connect us, to be the public’s common ground, found a better business model in dividing us.’2 

Can we take a moment to marvel at the cynicism and darkness of an industry that we all use and need to divide us in order to 

better monetize us. If I consume 8 hours a day of news and only 15-30 minutes a day of prayer or service to others, it is 

possible my primary identity is defined more by the algorithm, not by Jesus Christ, that I am indulging in my own prejudices 

and worst impulses, and not my best ones, turning faith into just a hood ornament but not the substantial heart of who I am. 

In the aftermath of our last tragic national shooting, not the one the other day that took the life of Renee Good, but the one 

before that killed Charlie Kirk. In the aftermath of that tragic murder, the Republican Governor of Utah, Spencer Cox had 

this to say, ‘The algorithms are absolutely destroying us. Once they know what your political leanings are, then it’s like a 

pack of wolves that just attack…we have this collective problem that we can’t solve because we are all sucked in, and we 

don’t know how to get out.’ Sounds like a primary identity to me, how about you? 

In his New York Times column yesterday, David Brooks remarked that ‘if you were born between World War II and 

1990, it’s fair to say you were born in the era when the postwar liberal international order went largely unquestioned. That 

order consisted not only of obvious things like NATO, but also a whole system of restraints to make democracies function; 
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not only codes of civility, but also respect for truth, norms of self-restraint, a commitment to dialogue, and faith in 

institutions.’ As civility is questioned and derided, and the social norms of our collective identity are up for grabs, other 

identities will take their place and Brooks describes them as the darker passions of ‘anger, hatred, resentment, and the urge 

to dominate.’3 If Jesus is just a hood ornament and not a source of life and love and community that shapes my identity, my 

ethics, my whole being, then he can be put at the service of whatever has become my true ambition.  

Peter had a pretty set mind as to what the mission and the agenda was in our passage from Acts. God is partial to his 

tribe and his agenda. That continuing Jesus mission was pretty much the ongoing work for the house of Israel, and the 

Gentiles, while some of whom I am sure were fine people, were not meant to be baptized and to share in the blessings of 

Jesus Christ and in the communities gathered in his name. Peter knew that the identity was form him and his tribe and not 

for everyone. And the first part of the book of Acts is the humble unlearning if everything Peter thought he knew about God, 

Jesus Christ, and his mission. Right before our passage in Acts chapter 10, Peter is visited in a holy vision and hears a voice, 

over and over again, that says to him ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ And then hear in our passage in 

the middle of Peter’s sermon the Holy Spirit shows up and one faction, the traditionalist faction, the circumcision faction, 

the founder faction, are made to see that the gifts of the Holy Spirit are not for them alone, but are ‘poured out even on the 

Gentiles,’ as Luke puts it. And Peter sees in people he did not think were his equals, people he did not think could be 

included in the work of the church, people were in some sense less-than, he sees their primary identity in Jesus Christ, they 

are fellow children of God, and new creatures in Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit, and Peter asks, ‘can anyone 

withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ And hearing no objections, 

he invites the Gentiles in their midst to be baptized. The people we least likely want to be bearers of the gospel are often the 

ones who end up reminding us of our primary identity in the first place. The people we thought had no business being part 

of the Christian community are the ones who contribute gifts in which we cannot do without. The people we assumed to be 

outsiders are the very means God’s Spirit uses to remind us that is Christ’s church not ours, and that God bestows gifts on 

people we would have never chosen out of a line-up for baptism. ‘Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people who 

have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ Or ‘remember you are baptized, you belong to Jesus Christ, your primary 

identity is in Jesus Christ.’ It’s not just a hood ornament.  

‘We have a startling abundance of the goods that fill a house and a shortage of what’s needed to build a good life.’ 

We as a church are not the solution to all  the world’s problems…sometimes we are part of them. But one thing we have to 

offer, one thing we can say that no one else can say or is gonna say is that ‘Jesus Christ is our primary identity.’ The algorithm 
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does not say that. The stock market does not say that. Amazon prime does not say that. Our favorite sports team is not going 

to tell us that. Only the church tells us that and sometimes the algorithms and the latest shooting and the tyranny of the 

schedule drown that all out. But the secret to the good life is when we receive again and hear again and remember again and 

readjust again to the truth that our primary identity in this world is in Jesus Christ. In Him we find what’s need to build a 

good life. In Him, we are made to see our God-given gifts and the encouragement to put them to use for his sake. In him, we 

can make sense of our world and even try to shape it into a more humane and faithful direction. In him, more is always 

possible, more is expected of us, more are included in the life of the Christian community than we thought possible, and God 

is able, by the power at work within us, is able to accomplish abundantly more than we could ever ask or imagine 

(Ephesians 3:20).   

So in the turbulence of the world, in the confusion of life, in the push and pulling of the identities that seek to 

dominate your us all, may you remember that you are baptized and that your primary identity is in Jesus Christ. As we hand 

the newly baptized back to the care of those who brought them for baptism, the last words that are said are, ‘Remember 

your baptism, and be grateful.’ Whatever else you are, whatever identities you wear, your primary identity is in Jesus Christ. 

The only thing left for you or me or any of us to do…. is to act like it. 

Thanks be to God. 


