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John 2:1-11

2 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had
also been invited to the wedding. > When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” * And
Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to me and to yow?[2l My hour has not yet come.” > His mother said to the
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” ® Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification,
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the

brim. ® He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the person in charge of the banquet.” So they took it. > When
the person in charge tasted the water that had become wine and did not know where it came from (though the servants
who had drawn the water knew), that person called the bridegroom ' and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine
first and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” " Jesus
did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee and revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.

[ can’t believe this is the flagship miracle. Seems like John should have wedged this one in at the end if he had
room. Why didn’t he lead with a homerun miracle? Why not something a little more impressive and life changing and
world impacting? If your main purpose in life and purpose on this earth is to accomplish God’s will and restore humanity
and show the world you are the Messiah, then I have to say, this wedding miracle is a strange choice. Right out of the
gate. Why not bling up the temple at least; or tell a profound story with a powerful moral or how about an extended
ethical lesson like the sermon on the mount or a miraculous healing feeding of the five thousand, but turning water into
wine at a village wedding just seems more like a magic trick than something associated with the Maker of heaven and
earth and Lord of the universe.

After the incarnation, this is how the gospel of John begins. Not with a great healing or a sermon on the mount or
a miraculous birth or a wise teaching. John begins with something that seems frivolous, unnecessary, useless in a world
where the needs were aplenty, where Jesus was surrounded by people needing all kinds of healing and relief from
suffering. Instead of fixing humanity or restoring the world to the way things were or healing the sick or repairing a life,
Jesus goes to a wedding and turns the water into wine. A frivolous and momentary little miracle that does nothing to

alleviate the world’s suffering or bring justice to the marginalized or salvation to unbelievers or solutions to all the
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world’s problems. Jesus first miracle after being declared the Word made flesh and God’s only begotten Son and the light
of the world is a glorified magic trick in a backwater village for an unnoteworthy wedding.

William Tyndale, the first person to translate the original Greek of the gospels into the English language, defined
the word gospel or euangelion this way: Evangelion (that we call the gospel) is a Greek word and signifieth good, merry,
glad and joyful tidings, that maketh a man’s heart glad, and maketh him sing, dance, and leap for joy: In the beginning was
the Word, John begins, even before creation, The Word becomes flesh, John tells us in the very first verses of John’s
gospel, Jesus comes and sets us shop among us, not first and foremost to fix us or take care of all our sins or solve all our
problems, Jesus comes among us, to take lives we thought needed purifying, perfecting, and fixing, and instead, enables
them to flourish, to be filled with life to the fullest, and to have hearts gladdened and filled with you. First and foremost,
John seems to be telling us, Jesus comes, not to save our souls or to fix what we messed up, but to take our lives beyond
survival mode or even pursuing human perfection or own purification, and instead brings about an abundance of life and
transformation that astounds all the wedding host, all the wedding guests, and even the wine steward who cannot
fathom why the wine would keep getting better as the night wore on.

Later in John’s gospel in chapter 10, Jesus himself gives a brief description of his mission and reason for becoming
human saying in John chapter 10, verse ten, saying, ‘[ have come that they may have life and have it abundantly.’ This is
not so much about Jesus coming to earth and coming among us and dying for us and our sins so we can escape
punishment, but rather John presents a Messiah and Savior and fully alive Jesus who creates the conditions for our own
flourishing and thriving as fully alive human beings before God. I have come so that you may have life and have it
abundantly. Jesus comes to liberate our humanity from living life merely in survival mode or fight or flight or kill or be
killed, and Jesus comes and offers a humanity that goes beyond just our own fixing or restoration or human perfection,
but shows us what a transformed humanity before God looks like, a humanity that flourishes, a humanity that rejoices, a
humanity that celebrates God’s good creation, and sees to it that the abundance is not just a selfish entitlement, but an
abundance that can touch every life. Everyone at the wedding reception experiences the richness and abundance of God,
not just a chosen few.

Being part of a church, trying to follow Jesus Christ, trying to live out the Christian faith is a serious and lifelong
act, but according to theologian Karl Barth, at its best takes on the nature of a ‘game or song rather than work or warfare.’
How can changing water into wine do anything to fix our world, heal humanity, alleviate suffering and make the world
better though? How can we take this miracle seriously? In the Atlantic magazine this month, author Derek Thompson’s

lead article is entitled, ‘The Anti-Social Century,” pointing out that ‘Americans are now spending more time alone than



ever. It’s changing our personalities, our politics, and even our relationship to reality, he writes. It may not seem like
much, but just your being here and interacting with a large group of people in this place unplugged or semi-unplugged at
least, may be the most counter-cultural thing you do this week. Thompson points out that more than 2/3 of all restaurant
traffic now comes from off premises customers, 30% fewer US adults have dinner or drinks with friends over the past 20
years, and that ‘Americans are spending less time with other people than in any other period for which we have
trustworthy data.’! Is it any wonder that we understand each other and spend less time talking to people with whom we
disagree.

Thompson continues: ‘Families teach us love, and tribes teach us loyalty. (But) the larger village teaches us
tolerance. Imagine that a local parent disagrees with you about affirmative action at PTA meeting. Online , you might
write him off as a political opponent who deserves scorn and trolling. But in a school gym full of neighbors, you bite your
tongue. As the year rolls on, you discover that your daughters are in the same dance class. At pickup, you swap stories
about caring for aging relatives. Although your differences don’t disappear, they're folded into a peaceful coexistence....,
but Thompson points out, ‘it’s no surprise that the erosion of the village has coincided with the emergence of a grotesque
style of politics, in which every election feels like an existential quest to vanquish an intramural enemy.’?

[t is no coincidence that Jesus’ first miracle in John is communal, collective, and corporate. Every human life is
transformed from thinking that religion is mainly about purification, human perfection, and some kind of right living
legalism, to experiencing abundant life with fellow human beings where the good wine never runs out and everyone
flourishes and every life is elevated and touched by the work of the Rabbi.

We often prefer a different religion than that. We'd rather have personal security. Tell me I'm special and chosen
and the right brand of Christian. Ensure I'm elevated forget about the rest of you. Ensure only the believers are blessed
and demonize the rest of humanity as unbelievers and forsaken. But Jesus seems to become human to elevate all
humanity. Jesus is a lot less discriminating than we are. The whole gathering gets the blessing of new wine, not just the

righteous, the just, and the most obedient.
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