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I Timothy 2:1-7

2 First of all, then, T urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, *for kings

and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. * This is right
and acceptable before God our Savior, * who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. > For

there is one God;

there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
®  who gave himself a ransom for all

—this was attested at the right time. ” For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth;/*l I am not
lying), a teacher of the gentiles in faith and truth.

When I graduated from seminary, I knew just enough to be dangerous. And one of the ways I looked forward to
putting my theological knowledge to use was when the knock at the door came from those door to door evangelists, I
would be ready to give them more than they bargained for. Faith, like everything else was a competition, an argument to
be won, an opponent to be vanquished, and a success to be had. I had to lie in wait for awhile, but one day, I heard the
knock and saw two evangelists at the front door. I don’t know if they were Jehovah’s witnesses or represented another
branch of faith, but I answered the door, happily took their pamphlet, and let the games begin. I don’t think I uttered the
words ‘bring it on,” but I am pretty sure that is what the look on my face was communicating. They wanted to show me
passages that promised my damnation unless I made a decision right their in my door jam for Christ, and I was prepared
to give it right back. What about in Ephesians when it says that God chose us before the foundation of the world I
inquired? Or how about our passage from Timothy today that declares that God our Savior desires everyone to be saved
and come to the knowledge of truth. Not just the exemplary Christians. Not just the Christians, not just the good people,
but all of humanity. God desires everyone to be saved and come to the knowledge of truth. That is God’s will.

As compelling and spirited as an interlocutor I tried to be, I was not able to persuade my audience. And
eventually the evangelists left my front door probably regretting that I just tried to unload my three years of seminary
education on them all in one moment, and I honestly felt a little bad about the exchange as well. Why was I so excited to
show them I was right and they were wrong? Why did I feel the need to rush to the door to win an argument with a
bunch of people just trying to spread their faith. When was the last time I had knocked on anyone’s door to tell them

about Jesus? So as I watched the two evangelists walk away probably wishing they would have skipped my house, I did
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not feel any better. There is something strangely empty and unfulfilling in making another human being feel small, even
when all the points are ours. And in a way, [ was embodying the exact opposite of this passage from I Timothy.

Our passage today from I Timothy includes instructions by Paul for prayer and worship and is a reminder that
our prayers are not to be just for ourselves and our own needs but for the sake of the world and extend to the universal
and all our leaders whoever they may be. And then we get to verse 4, which is perhaps one of the most clear and
straightforward declarations of God’s will in all of scripture. Here is what Paul says: ‘God desires everyone to be saved
and to come to the knowledge of truth.” That is God’s Will. In a world where God is supposed to punish the bad people
and reward the good ones, I Timohty tells us that God desires that every human being be saved. In a world where things
often seem arbitrary and unfair, I Timothy reminds us that God desires everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge of
truth. When life has gone turbulent, and it would be easier to chalk everything up to randomness and fate and fortune, I
Timothy declares that God desires everyone to be saved and come to the knowledge of truth. When our co-religionists
tell us our salvation is in danger because we ordain women or welcome in members of the lgbtgia community, Paul tells
Timothy that the will of God is that all be saved and come to knowledge of truth. Even when Joel Osteen wants us to
believe that our successes and prosperity are a sign of God’s favor, I Timothy claps back that God desires that all be saved
not just the #blessed. God desires that every human life reach the fullness of its humanity, know its purpose on this earth,
and flourish before God.

I Timothy is a word of assurance and a declaration of God’s desire for all in a time that sociologist Jonthan Haidt
has penned the ‘anxious generation,’ where levels of anxiety, loneliness, and depression are at record levels. Haidt blames
a lot of this change on what technology and screens do to our brains and our dopamine receptors and the desire for the
chemical hit that comes to us in online engagement. But rather than bringing fulfillment or sense of contentment, it is
more like a quick chemical hit that quickly dissipates and leaves us wanting for me even the law of diminishing returns
applies and we keep chasing more instant online gratification.

In the face of our anxiety about God and about ourselves, our passage from I Timothy boldly declares that God
desires everyone’s salvation and flourishing, and it comes across as just a bit of too good to be true religious fluff. I heard
once that Martin Luther compared our hearing of the gospel of Jesus Christ to a cow staring at an open gate. This is for
me? What is the catch? If we walk through to freedom is there going to be some kind of shock or something we have to
do on the other side. And the answer of course is that God’s free grace does not work that way. It is an invitation to walk

through, to follow, to accept, to receive the free gift that God’s desires our salvation and every last one of us. It is baffling



to our anxiety and our achievement oriented lives. We'd rather earn it and achieve it and prove to God how awesome we
are, and God says [ already desire this for you, you don’t need to prove anything, just accept what I freely give. And we
just stare blankly waiting for the catch, unable to accept that we have already been accepted by the God of grace.

Our passage ends with an expression of the fulfillment of God’s will in the person of Jesus Christ, as Paul writes
here, ‘the one mediator between God and humankind, who became fully human, and who gave himself a ransom for all.’
Ultimately God’s will is not an abstract or unexplainable phenomenon at all but comes to fullness in Jesus Christ. Jesus
Christ is the ultimate expression of God’s will in this world and in our lives, so much so that as Scottish theologian
Thomas Torrance reminds us, God loves us so utterly and completely that he has given himself to us so fully and
completely in Jesus Christ that Jesus Christ died precisely because we are sinful and utterly unworthy of him, and has
thereby already made us his own before and apart from our ever believing in him. He has bound us to himself by his love
in a way that he will never let us go, for even if we refuse him and [try to] damn ourselves to hell his love will never
cease...” As the one mediator between God and humanity, Torrance continues, Christ has done this not only as God but
also in our humanity...’from beginning to end, he has acted in our place in the whole range of our human life and activity,
including our personal decisions, and our responses to God’s love, even our acts of faith. He has believed for us, fulfilled
our human response to God, so that Christ already acknowledges us before God as one who has responded to God
faithtfully, one who has already believed in God, and followed God faithfully, who life is already implicated in Christ’s
self-offering to the Father, ‘in all of which he has been fully and completely accepted by the Father, so that in Jesus Christ
we are already accepted by God."!

Torrance encourages us that we do not need to live our lives with the anxiety that we have done enough or our
faith is adequate enough, for it is not the strength of our ‘personal’ faith that we rely, but ‘solely upon what Jesus Christ
has done for us, in our place and on our behalf,” and that is the will of God.? Over and over again, the will of God, is the
movement of Christ to take our place in order to give us his place, to live in this world free of fear and free of chasing a
reward or looking over our shoulder for a reward or a penalty, but instead looking to Christ and Christ’s faithfulness to
us through this divine desire that all be saved.

Let’s be honest, our world often runs to the beat of different desires. A study that took place this year, says that

2/3 of Americans cannot sleep because of anxieties about the future of the world. We are fueled by anxiety or the tyranny
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of the calendar. We would rather worry about a tyrannical deity than accept the One who Paul tells the Romans gave up
his Son for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? (Romans 8:32). Such a good seems to good to be
true. The medieval theologian Duns Scotus who lived and taught at the University of Paris nearly 1000 years ago, is one of
my favorite theologians mainly for this one quotation which says ‘that God would have come for us even if we had not
sinned:; for it is in God’s nature.’ It is in God’s nature to leave the 99 to find the lost one, it is in God’s nature to run to
embrace the prodigal who wrote him off long before. It is in God’s nature to desire that every one of us be saved and
flourish before God. That is who God has willed us to be.

So we do not fear, we do not live our lives in anxiety but live in this world with courage, hold fast to what is
good; return no one evil for evil. For God desires us to be saved even as he watches his disciples desert and flail. God
desires everyone to be saved by loving us into being, calling us by name, and numbering the hairs of our head, even when
we weren't sure we were up to the task. God desires everyone be saved by standing in our place, believing for us, and
giving us courage when we feel like failures or we are anxious about the world or ourselves. In spite of how we feel or
what we may have been told or led to believe about the life of faith, Paul is telling us right now in this letter to Timothy,
‘that God desires everyone to be saved.” That is God’s will. May we live with the confidence and courage that in every

circumstance, age, and instance, God’s will for us in Jesus Christ will prevail, one way or another. Amen.



