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Acts 1:6-14:° So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom
to Israel?” " He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. ® But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” * When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight. ' While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white

robes stood by them. " They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

2Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey

away. > When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and
Judas son of?l James. '* All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

‘Are we there yet?” How many times have we heard those words uttered from the back seat at the beginning of a
car road trip before we have even left the city limits and have hit the cruise control. Let me remind you at this point in the
narrative Jesus that has suffered and risen from the dead miraculously. That Jesus has visited the disciples when they
were locked away from the world, when they were on the road back home to normality, when they had gone back to their
old lives. Here in this ascension text from Acts, Jesus appears again to the disciples, gathers them together, equips them
to be his followers in the world, promises them the Holy Spirit, but they are still asking ‘are we there yet’ questions.

Lord, is now the time you are going to raise an army, inaugurate the revolt, overthrow our overlords, lead a
political revolution? Are we there yet...in a commentary on this passage, theological of mission Darrell Guder write that
the disciples are asking for a chronological timetable, chronos, measured time, ‘revealing their desire to restrict God’s
reign to their’ known, quantifiable, ‘temporal categories.” Jesus reminds that it is not for the disciples to know the times
or seasons, and ‘over against this constant temptation to define the kingdom of God in terms of our own human agenda
and to fit it into our schedules,” Guder reminds us that it always comes on its own terms.!

But it is not just the timing that the disciples seem off the mark about. But also what the content of this reign will
look like, feel like, and be like, namely that it might be more than a political uprising and military revolt against the
reigning powers. It might work in more clandestine and subversive and subtle ways than some kind of hoped for

overthrow of the existing governing authorities. The disciples are not just wanting to get a specific timetable of God’s
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coming reign, but also the specific kind of reign it will be. Political uprsing; overthrow of the oppressive regime; the
restoration of Israel. Its not just the desire to know when this new kingdom will take over that plagues the disciples, but
their assumption that the kingdom will set up a rule, a state, a government like any other. The reign of God was nothing
more than a government overthrow that would set up a new regime. And the disciples want to know when and if they
will get pole position in this new reign. Throughout the gospels, Jesus has rejected this kind of power play and that what
he was mainly about was setting up another political party or new government structure for Israel. Over and over again
the disciples offer Jesus an opportunity to enact Christian nationalism, to overthrow the existing powers and impose a
religious state on everyone and not only does Jesus refuse the disciples desires, he ignores/chide them for using the divine
to serve their own purposes and pursuits, for believing that God’s kingdom should be reduced to their aspirations of
power or their particular desires for themselves. Wait for the promise of the Holy Spirit, are Jesus’ parting words, don’t
reduce the Christian community to your own personal project or your urge to control.

Instead of promising a new nation or government or military uprising, Jesus tells the disciples to wait for the
Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit will blow on them and make them into a formidable community not only within the
friendly confines of Israel, but in the neighboring lands all throughout Judea, but not only there, but in rival territories
like Samaria, and not only there, but he tells them, to the ends of the earth. In a piece in the recent issue of The Atlantic,
David Brooks writes that the late political scientist James Q. Wilson wrote that ‘the most remarkable change in the moral
history of humankind has been the rise—and occasionally the application—of the view that all people, and not just one’s
own kind, are entitled to fair treatment.”” I don’t think that idea came from the Declaration of Independence or
Enlightenment values or even Western civilization, I think it came from the teachings and admonitions of a Savior who
sends his disciples to be his witnesses, not only in their familiar territory, not only across their tribe and region, but in the
unfamiliar territories, among the rival factions and tribes and ethnicities, and to the ends of the earth. The Christian
community is called together and tries to see each others as children of God, but that is not. That is hard enough. But that
is not it. The Christian community is called together in order that it might be sent back out to spread this gospel, to see
those we encounter in light of it, to offer them the life we have found abundant in it, and not to horde this social capital
ourselves, but to spend it on whoever shows up in our path whether we are in Judea, familiar territory, Samaria, the other

side of town, or the hinterlands of our world.
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From beginning to end, Jesus is not the kind of Messiah and his kingdom not the conventional kingdom his
disciples (or us) would create it left ot ourselves. Jesus will never let us shoehorn him into our version of a normal
Messiah. And what Jesus shows us as we await to be sent by the Holy Spirit, is not a final salvor but a vision of what an
offering of a reconciled, restored, and redeemed humanity looks like as it is exalted and returned back to God with
gratitude. In this opening of Acts, we find that the disciples still are getting it wrong, that their messianic vision has not
improved, and that they like to take God’s promises and bend them toward their own selfish pursuits. And even as their
calling and vocation and challenge to be disciples has just begun, they are already asking Jesus, ‘are we there yet.” And
instead of snapping back at them or offering them a verbal admonishment or face palm or look of disappointment, Jesus
offers them instead a vision of what happens to a resurrected and restored humanity.

The baby born at Christmas took on our humanity at Bethlehem, experienced humanity at its fullest and lowest
on Good Friday, mended and resurrected our humanity from the grave on Easter, and offers this reconciled, redeemed,
and restored humanity back to God at the ascension.? But he not only offers God his own life, but our humanity, too. He
ascends to God and on behalf of all humanity. Yours, mine, and ours. The Anglican priest, poet, and one-time dean of St.
Paul’s Cathedral, John Donne, gives us this image of Christ’s ascension to Christ as a ‘strong Ram, which has batter'd
heaven for me; offering us, in the words of Rachel Mann, a ‘Christ who will break down the was of God’s realm to permit
the likes of John Donne, of you, and of me to enter in, an ‘untameable Savior crashing in on heaven’s stronghold and
taking us with him.*

Because Jesus ascends to the Father and offers God our true humanity, our lives will never be normal, nor will we
always be in control of them. And that’s a good thing. Instead, as we await the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we mirror
Jesus crashing into heaven as we spill out into our world, not remaining behind the walls of the city, but following the
Spirit’s movement into Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. The end, the purpose of Easter is not a one-time
spiritual high in the late spring season, it is not a command to build a fortress in the wild and unpredictable world that
we live and move and have our being. The end of Easter, the purpose of Easter, the goal of Easter, is that we will go from
ordinary, flawed, and timid disciples to people willing to walk into Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, with

nothing more than the love of Jesus Christ, the promise of the gospel, and the courage to live in solidarity with every
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human being. As the ascended Christ happily shows us all, in him, our own humanity has already been restored,
redeemed, resurrected, and returned to God with gratitude.

Are we there yet? Not yet, but may we respond to whatever is happening in this particular moment in our lives,
in the life of the world, in our own communities, by seeking to joyfully become what Jesus’ ascension reveals that we
already are, a humanity fully alive, a humanity fully restored, a humanity fully whole, a humanity sent to tell other hungry
people where we have found bread, where we have found purpose, where we have seen beauty, where we have

experienced joy, not just in here, but ‘in Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Amen.



