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Matthew 10:24-39
24«A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and
the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his
household!

264So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and nothing secret that will not become
known. ¥ What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. ® Do
not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in

hell.[21 2° Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. ** And
even the hairs of your head are all counted. *' So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

32“Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven, ** but
whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.

**“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace but a sword.

> For I have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,

3¢and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.

37“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is

not worthy of me, * and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. * Those who find their life

will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it

We gotta hand to to Jesus. He really comes through on Father’s Day. ‘For I have come to set a man against his
father..and whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me.” It’s not to late to go out a get a Father’s Day
card with that inscription. Where are the family values, where is the filial piety, why is Jesus trying to unravel the family unit
here?

I don’t know if you have been following the World Cup that has been happening here over the past week, but I

noted in the Boston Herald this week that the followers of the Scottish national team have invaded the city of Boston in


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2010%3A24-39&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23446a

droves and for three days in a row last weekend, the Sam Adams Taproom ran out of Boston Lager. Heading into this
weekend, assistant taproom Manager Sam LeBlanc assured the masses that they would not be caught off guard two
weekends in a row. The last time Scotland made it to the World Cup was 28 years ago, so their followers, known as the
Tartan Army, are making the most of it.! I have heard it said of Ole Miss that you may win the game, but you are not going to
win the tailgate, and apparently the Tartan Army feels the same way. If you hear them all singing, the ‘Flower of Scotland,’
anthem before the match begins, it sounds like a mighty choir that knows the liturgy by heart. And there is something
moving it about such fervor, such allegiance, and such tribal loyalty.

When we lived in Scotland more than a decade ago, I had a part-time job as a Church of Scotland chaplain in
Edinburgh prison. In the lunch hour, all of the prisoners would be back on their prison blocks and most days there would be
a pickup soccer/football match amongst the prison officers and the prison staff. In spite of my somewhat reckless skills, I
was allowed to play and actually learned a lot and got better over the course of my time there. The other chaplains liked it
because they thought I was ‘raising the profile of chaplaincy’ throughout the prison. Thankfully, we did not have any
matches between staff and prisoners Longest Yard style, but I do remember one of our most heated matches took place
between the prisoner officers, who were all Scottish, and the other prison staff, including a social worker from Ireland and
me from America. I was not the main target of the heat in the match, a) because I was not going to be a problem, and b) there
seemed to be extra relish directed at my colleague from Ireland. It got so heated at one point, that he got injured a little bit
and had to leave the match.

What was not so obvious in the moment, but what become clear to me later was that I was witnessing a small flare-
up of the sectarian conflict that had plagued the British Isles over much of the 20t century ending with the Good Friday
peace accord signed on April 10, 1998. So much of the sectarian conflict was not necessarily rooted in religious faith, but in a
strange cocktail of religious identity, ethnicity, and nationalism. The differences were not over justification by faith or the
Virgin Mary, as much as they were whether Murphy or Gallagher or O'Donnell from one side of the street or a McSorley or
Stewart or Campbell from the other side of the street.

Religious demographer and professor Ryan Burge, who covers the current state of religion and religious groups in
America, recently documented the ‘rapidly spreading phenomenon of people who say they are religious and believe that
religion is an important part of their lives even while they have essentially no connection to the local church,’ and to the

worship and ministry of the local congregation. They may not be an active part of a Christian community but they identify

L https://www.bostonherald.com/2026/06/18/scotlands-tartan-army-sends-message-to-boston-bars-that-have-run-dry-be-more-
prepared/



with the values espoused by a politician or don’t like attacks on Christianity and think it should be privileged by law.
According to Burge, for them ‘religion [is] a tribal marker.?

Pulitzer prize winning novelist and armchair theologian, Marilynne Robinson questions this reduction of the
Christian faith to some kind of tribal identity devoid, of heart, soul, mind, conviction, commitment, risk, or lifelong
undertaking. She writes about the ‘qualitative difference between Christianity as an ethic and Christianity as an identity.
Christian ethics,” she reminds us, ‘go steadfastly against the grain of what we consider human nature. The first will be last; to
him who asks give; turn the other cheek; judge not. Identity, (tribalism), on the other hand, appeals to a constellation of the
worst human impulses. It is worse than ordinary tribalism because it assumes a more virtuous us on one side, and on the
other a them who are very doubtful indeed, who are, in fact a threat to all we hold dear.’

The problem with trying to make Christianity into a tribalistic identity of insiders or people who have had the right
experience or have the right political commitments or claim to be protected our heritage at all costs, is that the founder of
the faith created a community that resists such boundaries, ‘hereditary claimants, no sacred DNA or genealogies.” T know
the Da Vinci code tried this with the lost hereditary line of Jesus being hidden or protected by some secret cult of monks, but
in reality Jesus rejects any sense that blood relations have some kind of higher standing or closer tribal connection. There is
no pedigree, prerequisites, or prioritized group.

In Mark’s gospel, Jesus is teaching and someone notices that his family members are outside, unable to be front and
center, but located on the outskirts of the crowd. So they send for them and say hey, you should be up front in premium
seating in the VIP section, not standing outside barely able to hear. They mention the issue to Jesus and say hey, your mother
and brothers and sisters are outside barely able to join in the crowd here, they are asking for you, maybe even saying, he we
know this guy, can we move to the good seats? And rather than elevating them to the inner tribe, Jesus says ‘Who are my
mother and brother and sisters?” Not those I'm related to by blood or kinship or tribe, but ‘whoever does the will of God is
my brother and sister and mother.” Jesus completely redefines community; it becomes a people that transcends insiders and
outsiders, familial priorities, tribal loyalties, and how we think relationships should be prioritized. And he does the same
thing here in Matthew.

We risk undermining, dissolving, and diminishing the Christian community when we make it about tribal loyalty
and when the church becomes a cultural church. One of the worst things that can happen to the Chrsitian community is

political movements that seek to impose a version of Christianity on the nation as a whole. For one, it smacks of the shallow
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tribalism that leads to the othering of people that our brothers and sisters in Christ, but the other reason is that in seeking to
turn the nation into a church, you render the church obsolete or side car to the nation’s understanding of the faith. If there is
no distinction between Greek and Jew, as Paul writes to the Galatians, then the Christian community transcends culture,
ethnicity, and tribe, and is diminished when it swerves into some kind of mono-culture.

In the small town Presbyterian church I grew up in church potluck suppers were a special occasion. It meant Esther
Noack’s lemon meringue pie and another church member’s fried chicken. It meant getting to play outside before it was time
to go home. The first church I served in eastern North Carolina also excelled at church potluck suppers, where there dessert
table was always bigger than the main entrée and casserole table. I still remember the caramel cakes. Most parish churches
in Scotland did not practice church suppers or supper clubs or even Wednesday Night Out. It was not a cultural practice.
But I am not sure that made them less Christian, though I think it did diminish the opportunity for relationship building. As
wonderful as those potlucks were, they were a cultural piece of those particular Christian communities, but not a necessary
norm or requirement for all Christian communities.

[ am not trying to speak for Jesus, but I think he is saying that our ultimate allegiance lies beyond tribe, even beyond
familial bonds, even beyond the Tartan army or our political allegiances or what we think are nonnegotiables. He is a Savior
who holds disparate groups together in his body, so that together they may reflect his grace and the good news of the gospel
and become something more than an insular tribe or like-minded clan or sectarian faction. We become church, not by
claiming pedigree or the right DNA, we become church not by enacting all the right Christian policies or winning the culture
wars or claiming we are the real Christians, we do so by giving up such claims, and setting out in humility and trust to
follow Jesus Christ to the best of our ability and seek to live lives that correspond to his. We become a Christian community
by giving up on trying to defend our territory or define the boundaries of our tribe. Instead, we announce a kingdom in
which there is no longer Greek or Jew, we live as a community where water is thicker than blood, and rather than thinking
we have to defend and protect our Christian identity, we find our identity and our true selves freely in Jesus Christ our Lord

and the community that embodies his inbreaking kingdom. Beyond tribe, beyond culture, beyond country. Amen.



