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John 20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2° After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ? Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 2 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. ZIf you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them,; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24But Thomas (who was called the Twinl®l), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. % So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

2 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ? Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” ® Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” ?°Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have come to believe.”

39 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. * But these are
written so that you may continuel® to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,!¢! the Son of God, and that through believing you
may have life in his name.

I thought Easter was supposed to solve all our problems. I thought once Jesus was risen from the dead all
troubles would melt away like lemon drops. But here are we are again, and let’s just say the disciples have not exactly
taken the news from Mary well. Rather than celebrating or showing off their Easter best, they are sequestered and hiding.
They wanted this whole week to be gone and forgotten; and instead, the rumors are flying around and the word on the
street is Jesus is on the loose. So they lock the doors and go into hiding, hoping and praying all this will pass and things
can go back to normal. I don’t think the disciples are downshifting here in our passage. They are still at completely loose
ends. They are not experiencing a Post Easter Let Down, rather Easter scares the heck out of them, turns them inside out,
disrupts them to the core, and Mary’s news, far from leading them to rejoice or start blasting Kool and the Gang’s
‘Celebration, leads them to hunker down, to shelter at home, and to bolt the doors of the house and not to answer the
door when the door bell rings.

They have heard Mary’s announcement that Christ is alive and that she has seen him, and far from leading them
to worship or to celebrate, they are led to go into hiding and to keep their heads down and see if they can ride this thing

out without any more trouble. But it doesn’t like there is going to be a normal for them anymore, because it spite of their

bolted and double padlocked doors, in spite of the fact that the shades are drawn and they have been quiet and
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unnoticeable in their safe house, the risen Christ appears and stands among them. In the midst of their fears and
uncertainties and anxieties the risen Christ shows up unexpectedly, miraculously, and inexplicably.

After getting over their shock, John tells us that the disciples rejoiced, they worshipped, when they saw the Lord.
That is what the presence of the crucified and risen Lord in our midst immediately invokes...worship. We stop what we
are doing, drop to our knees, and make a joyful noise, we worship. This is why worship is so central to our life together
and why it has such a powerful place and role in our Christian community. We come with our locked doors, our bolted
hearts, our broken dreams, our fears and anxieties, and our need for anonymity, and the risen Christ shows up among us
and we drop what we are doing or drop what we were fixated on or obsessing about, or drop what we thought was so
important but was blown way out of proportion, and stop what we are doing, and we rejoice, we worship, we get lost in
wonder, love, and praise. Doors that seemed shut forever to us and in our lives are miraculously opened, hearts turned in
upon themselves are lifted up to the Lord, paths of discipleship and faithfulness emerge where plans and dreams only for
ourselves dominated, and we receive an identity that marks us a Christ’s own as we leave worship and enter into the
world.

But our passage does not end with worship. It ends with a benediction. It ends with a commission. As the Father
as sent me, Jesus announces to the disciples, so I send you. In just four short verses, the disciples go from no identity, no
future, burrowing deep into hiding, locking the doors, to being formed as a community and sent by the Holy Spirit to be
unleashed on the world. Look what Jesus does not say..my work is done, so go back to your old lives and thanks for the
last three years...thanks for your worship...that was a lot of fun..we’ll see you next week. No, he says, as the Father sent
me, so I send you. A kind of Pentecost occurs here where Jesus blows the Holy Spirit upon his disciples and sends them
to practice the love, compassion, and forgiveness at the heart of the community Jesus came to form. Go, Jesus tells the
disciples and practice this way of life in the warp and woof of the world. And so they go, they unlock the doors, they
venture forth. And surely that is the end of it and everything works out and they all go on to do great things and everyone
lives happily ever after. But that’s not the end of it.

After all that, a week later, after the risen Christ visits them, after the Holy Spirit is unleashed upon them, after
they are given a commission and sent out, our passage tells us that the disciples are not storming the world by force or
suddenly courageous and doing great ministry and practice forgiveness and offering healing. A week later, John tells us
that the disciples are back in this house again all holed up. Everybody gets mad at Thomas for not believing when he was

gone the week before and declares, ‘unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the



nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ But a week later, all the disciples are gathered together with the doors
shut (it doesn’t say they were locked this time, I guess). But still they don’t seem to be taking the world by force after the
encounter with Christ the week before. And again the risen Christ shows up, encounters Thomas, giving him what he
asks for so that he can overcome his doubts and believe.

Again, so much like Christian community. Easter does not solve everything. But we show back up again
today, the Sunday after Easter, with all our fears and anxieties and doubts, and in our worship and life together and
wrestling and uncertainty, the risen Christ finds his way in and resurrects us again, giving us what we need to follow
him. With Thomas, we begin again. And here is where we begin, again; in the words of theologian Shirley Guthrie: ‘before
you ever though of seeking out God, God sought you out and acted in self-giving love for you. Before you even considered
choosing Christ and making a decision for him, Christ chose you and made a decision for you. Before you even heard
about the work of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit has already been at work in your life and in the world around you. Before it
occurred to you to ask for your own and the world’s salvation, while you were still trapped in your own sin and unbelief,
the salvation of the world happened in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ, and is happening through the presence
of the living Christ and his Spirit in your life and in the world. Therefore, accept and live by this good news...not because
you are or want to be a godly, spiritual person, but because God loves, Christ died for, and the Spirit comes to ungodly,
worldly sinners.” Receive this gift, accept this truth, Guthrie invites us, ‘even in those times when you are not sure you
believe and despite the massive unbelief and disobedience in the world around you.” Even in those times you struggle,
even in those times of fear and anxiety. Even when it is easier to lock the doors, keep our heads down, and hope it all
passes.

Though a female sea turtle lays between 50-200 eggs every season, at best, according to scientists, ‘one hatchling
out of every ten nests might make it to adulthood.”? The treacherous scramble from the dunes to the ocean, once they are
hatched, is just the beginning of the baby sea turtles challenging life cycle, avoiding predators on both land and in sea and
other factors that will prevent them from maturation. I wonder if our faith faces similar challenges. We are touched by
the risen Christ on Sunday but a car cuts us off on the way home or we get a phone call with bad news on Sunday night

or the Monday through Friday routine grinds down and we forget who we are called to be or the events of the world
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overwhelm us or our Christian practices seem meager and in world where aggression and anger seem to be the requisite
fuel or our own fight or flight reflexes take over and we end up living off adrenaline most of the time rather than power of
the gospel. And so even after Easter, we have to begin again.

May Christ enable us to leave our worship and to see him with even deeper clarity in the rough and tumble of our
world; may our faith enable us to begin again, in the midst of our own doubts and struggles to follow the crucified and
risen Lord through whatever lies beyond these walls; may such encounters help us to hold each other up as we walk
together—never alone; and as we go may we be given the strength to know that with the crucified and risen Lord, there

are no locked doors. Amen.



