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the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Friends:

While visiting the Smithsonian a few years ago, I was fascinated to see on display
a leather-bound book that had belonged to Thomas Jefferson. He had compiled his own
version of the Gospels, including the passages that contained no miraculous element. He
sought a Bible revealing “Jesus the only Teacher,” not depicting Jesus as a miracle worker.
As we learned this summer in our sermon series on Jesus’ miracles, not only did
Jesus’ contemporaries view his signs with a Jeffersonian-like skepticism – many of us
wrestle with the miracles as well. As we articulated some of our own questions and doubts
surrounding the three-dozen or so recorded miracles of Jesus, we considered this current
season in our world, which has felt quite miracle-free. We have together watched the
destructive and spreading impact of the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill in the Gulf; felt the
ongoing effects of the global economic crisis through foreclosures, unemployment, the
national deficit and our own pinched wallets; and wondered in despair if our leaders are
capable of working towards any kind of positive change.
Yes, we definitely could have used a few miracles this summer.
Instead of wishing for miracles, however, we might do better to look around for a
few. After all, the kind of work Jesus did on earth wasn’t obvious to everyone: there was no
showy eradication of slavery, no overthrow of the Roman government while Jesus walked
the earth. The miracles of God’s Son were performed under the radar, placed directly into
the lives of those hurting individuals who needed a healing touch, a word of grace, a loving look straight in the eye. And, with
each miraculous encounter, Jesus broke the lengthy chain of sin, sickness and death that encumbers humanity – in his own
understated way. Not the way we’d do it, that’s for sure. We’d expect a “real” Messiah to display a little power, put on a good
show. But this- this was so unexpected, that those who weren’t looking for it…those who didn’t know to watch out for that
kind of God in the world – well, they missed it. Missed it completely.
The same can be said of us today.
We may long for the over-the-top, headliner sort of miracles that change everything…but that’s not how our God
works. Not for now, anyway. If we want to know how this God works, we turn to the Gospels, to see examples of God’s
subtlety, humor and understated compassion lived out in the world.
Now really…why would anyone want to remove those exciting and revealing passages?
They are much better put to use as a guide. A guide for us as we watch for the miracles in our midst this fall. Miracles
like…the day-to-day ministry of RHINO. Like the healing that will occur on August 29th as we recognize five years since
Hurricane Katrina. Miracles that happen, one after another, each week as we worship together at SCAPC. The miracle of
childbirth that Matthew and I are expecting any day now! The miracles that occur when you and I show up at church or at
work or anywhere...expecting to see God at work in our lives and listening for God’s prompting, so that we can participate in
that amazing work.
Together, let us enter into this next season—in our homes, our church, our city and our world—with the expectation
and joy of the miracles to come.
Blessings,

Kelly
Associate Pastor Kelly Hostetler and her husband, Matthew, are expecting their first child on August 31,
2010. Afterwards, she will be on maternity leave for 12 weeks returning to work on a part-time basis until
Christmas. She will resume her church responsibilities full-time after the new year. If you need to contact
Kelly while she is out on leave, feel free to call or email the church office; the church staff will be happy to
relay any messages to her.
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News
1

Visit of Cuban Minister
Rev. Francisco Marrero
St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian
Church was pleased to host Rev.
Francisco Marrero of Cuba this
past July 9-11. Rev. Marrero is the
General Secretary of the Presbyterian
Reformed Church in Cuba. He also
serves as Professor of Old Testament
and Dean of the Evangelical
Seminary in Matanzas, Cuba. After
traveling to Minnesota and Santa
Fe, Rev. Marrero
spent a nearly
week
visiting
several churches
in
Louisiana
before arriving in
New Orleans for
his first, highly
anticipated visit to our city.
Rev. Marrero was already well
known to those who have visited
him in Cuba, when SCAPC his
traveled to our partner churches,
El Fuerte and Juan G. Hall, in
Cardenas, Cuba.
During his stay, Rev. Marrero
was hosted by members of the World
Mission Committee, with events
including Friday lunch at Joey K’s, a
Saturday tour of the French Quarter
led by Anne Robinson, visits to
the Riverfront and the Cabildo
and lunch at the Gumbo Shop. Of
special interest to Francisco was the
home where Tennessee Williams
penned his famous “Streetcar
Named Desire.”
The committee hosted a potluck
dinner at the Land Building on
Friday, while Jean and Robert
Stickney hosted a dinner in honor of
Francisco on Saturday eve, attended
by many members of the recent
Cuba mission trip.
Our congregation was honored
to hear Rev. Marrero deliver the
sermon in Spanish on Sunday, July
11. His sermon was translated during
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and members. But in the last eight
years, many changes have occured
in our community.
The major event, of course, was
Katrina, displacing many members,
some of whom did not return due to
employment and housing issues. The
church sanctuary required extensive
repairs and services were held in
Fellowship Hall for many months.
But slowly church programs
came back to life. Now in 2010,
we are attracting new members.
Financial support continues strong,
despite a weak economy. And now,
it’s time for a new and improved
Long-Range Plan.
Last spring, SCAPC formed
a committee to establish a new
long-range plan. The committee,
designated
the
Long-Range
Planning Task Force (LRPTF),
consists of eight members, four of
whom have previously served as
Clerk of Session. Half are male, half
are female, with ages from mid 20s
– mid 70s. The LRPTF is meeting
regularly to establish a strategic
methodolgy and begin planning.
As we meet, we will need the
input of church members. We have
a survey to help in our new planning
process. You will hear more about
this in the coming weeks. We’ll keep
the congregation and the session
informed of our progress, and,
of course, welcome any planning
suggestions.
-R. Bruce Worley

the service by Crorey Lawton.
Special thanks to John Geiser
and Ruth Hinson for transportation
to and from Baton Rouge and New
Orleans. Francisco appreciated the
attention he received from SCAPC
members and all those who helped
make his visit a memorable one.
-Mary Price Dunbar

in brief
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Junior High Jubilee

SCAPC youth spent the week
of July 10-17 learning about ARK
– Acts of Random Kindness – at
the Jr. High Jubilee at Mo-Ranch
in Hunt, TX.
Christian Education Director
Michele Murphy and church

member Lindsey Becker took
SCAPC youth Sarah Alexander,
Henry Halprin, Ashlin Murphy,
Anne Pateman and Casey Root
to this Presbyterian camp and
conference center in the beautiful
Texas hill country.
At the conference, they worked
in small groups and tested their
physical abilities on the high ropes
course. They also wrote and led the
“Prayer for the People” during one
worship service, learning more about
the elements of worship.
If you would like to see more
about this incredible trip, pictures are
posted on the church website:
www.scapc.org/youth.
-Michele Murphy
3

A New Long-Range Plan

In 2002, SCAPC developed
a long-range plan to provide
recommendations for each church
committee, which served to guide
the actions of committee chairs
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SCAPC
Young
Men
Compete in National
Basketball Tournament

Two of SCAPC’s youth recently
competed in one of the nation’s top
Amateur Athletic Union (AAU)
basketball tournaments. Jack Koch,
son of John and Mimi Koch, and
Gilbert McGregor, son of Gil and
Frieda McGregor, are key members
of The New Orleans Blazers, a
team of players ages 16 and under,

that
qualified
for this national
tournament.
The team had
great success in
Orlando,
going
undefeated
in
pool play and
advancing through
the championship
bracket to the Final
Four held on the
“big stage” at the
ESPN Wide World
of Sports Complex at Disney World.
The Blazers lost the semi-final game
by a heart-breaking one point to a
team from Raleigh, NC, but came
back to win the consolation game
over the number one tournament
seed, finishing the week with a 7-1
record. The Blazers took third place
in this national tournament with 85
teams from around the country.
We’re very proud of Gilbert and
Jack. Be sure to congratulate them,
and if you’re feeling confident,
challenge them to a game of H-OR-S-E!
-Andy Fox
5

between the hours of 4-6pm, so that
women could enter the building,
gifts in tow, without Kelly spotting
them from her office. Unable to
coax, manipulate or distract Kelly
from her post by any other means,
Matthew was forced to play the
“illness card,” asking Kelly to come
get him from work. Still needing
to stall for time, Matthew feigned
stomach illness and had Kelly pull
over on the side of Tchoupitoulas
Street, where he jumped from the car
and pretended to be sick.
Fortunately, Matthew’s antics
worked.
When Kelly arrived a little after
6pm, she thought she was late for
leading a PW Book Study. Instead,
a shocked, stunned and amazed
mother-to-be was greeted by more
than 80 women as she walked in the
door.
Under the leadership of Mary
Dawn Pugh, with the help of Gwen
Wertz, the shower was sponsored
jointly by the 20/30s and the
Presbyterian Women, of whom
many prepared delicious food, while
others arranged flowers, photos and
happiness!
In view of the solo responsibilities
of leading our church while Don
Frampton was on sabbatical, we
asked Kelly NOT to write personal
thank you notes for the splendid gifts
of that special night.
Kelly and Matthew hereby send
heartfelt, loving thanks to everyone
with great anticipation for their first
child – a boy due on August 31!
-Kathy Randall

A Surprise Baby Shower for
Kelly Hostetler

The evening of Tuesday, June
8, saw many women from our
congregation scurrying quietly into
the Land Building. They came
to surprise Associate Pastor Kelly
Hostetler with a baby shower.
Meanwhile, Kelly’s husband
Matthew had been given the task of
keeping Kelly away from the church
6

Say Good-bye to Kim…

Kim Thompson, our multitalented Web and Publications
Coordinator, has accepted a Social
Entrepreneurship Fellowship in
the M.B.A. program at Tulane
University’s A.B. Freeman School
of Business. While working for
us since June 2008, Kim has

been
responsible
for design and
publication of the
weekly bulletins,
the
View,
the
Avenews
weekly
print newsletter, the
e-newsletter, and
our many other various publications,
in addition to maintaining our
website. Simultaneously, she has
been the founder of the Crescent
City Café for the homeless, which
has become one of the programs
sponsored by our Community
Ministry Committee. We are sorry
to see Kim go, but we wish her all
the best in this exciting new chapter
in her career!
7

…And Hello to Kyle!

Kyle Focht joined us as the new
Web and Publications Coordinator
at the beginning of August. Kyle was
most recently Production Director
for Trinity Baptist Church in San
Antonio, Texas.
He and his wife,
Emily,
were
married at St.
Charles Avenue
Presbyterian
Church
in
October 2009,
which coincided with his move to
New Orleans. They live in the MidCity area with their dog, Choco, a
chocolate lab mix, and Kyle has been
a regular volunteer with RHINO.
In addition to his extensive website
design and development experience,
Kyle will also help us explore other
digital media opportunities as we
continue to grow. Please take the
opportunity to welcome Kyle to the
SCAPC staff family!
-Wayne Willcox
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“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to you.” –Mt 7:7 ESV

The
House That
Community Built

Bobby has been volunteering with Habitat
since Hurricane Katrina, and he’s seen
countless individuals become homeowners.
At his insistence, Terry went to the Habitat
office and got an application. But she didn’t
fill it out, because she thought that she
wouldn’t qualify.
So Bobby went with her on the next visit to the
Habitat office in March 2009. This time, Terry
not only filled out application, but she was also
accepted.
“I never thought I could do it,” Terry says.
Terry Patterson (center) and Bobby Segal stand in front of her new home

I

on July 10 along her daughters, Destony (left) and Dominique.

“It never hurts to try.”
That’s the phrase that church member
Bobby Segal repeated to SCAPC
Sexton Terry Patterson as he urged her
to apply for a Habitat for Humanity
home. And it’s the phrase that became
her mantra throughout the long process
of becoming a first-time homeowner.
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Little did she know that the greatest obstacles
were yet to come.
“It was like opening up old wounds,” Terry says

“This house is going to give
me a chance to stand on my
own two feet.”

- Terry Patterson

about sorting through her financial affairs. “But Bobby
kept on me to keep trying, and my dad (SCAPC Sexton
Donald Jefferson) said I was going to keep working
on it whether I liked it or not. They were both good
encouragement. But my girls were the best reason; I
had to do it because they were looking at me to see how
I was going to handle myself.”
In fact, Terry had an entire community of people
supporting her, from her family members, to her coworkers, to the Habitat staff and SCAPC church
members. A network of people who kept up with her as
she tirelessly worked to buy a Habitat house.
“That’s what I love about the Habitat model,” Bobby
says. “It’s a community process.”
In addition to settling her finances, Terry had to put in
350 hours of “sweat equity” to build her home. This is
the standard labor requirement for any future Habitat
owner.

Housewarming cake in Terry’s honor.

On a Saturday morning in the dead of winter, with the
wind howling outside, the last thing Terry wanted to do
was go outside and pound nails. But she did, because
waiting for her on the other side of the struggle was a
house: her family’s house.
“This house is going to give me a chance to
stand on my own two feet,” Terry says.
On Saturday, July 10, 2010, Terry was
surrounded by her community as she received
the keys to her own home as a part of the
blessing ceremony Habitat leads new home
owners through as they take possesion of
their new home. In the end, Terry says all
the sweat and tears were worth it. She is a
homeowner who builds equity with every
payment on her mortgage, and her daughters
now have their own bedrooms and something
even more valuable: an incredible role model.
If you know someone who may be interested in a
Habitat home of their own, please contact Kate
Snider (kate@scapc.org, 504-897-0101 x111).
-Kate Snider, RHINO Coordinator

Terry with her mother, Debra, and father, SCAPC Sexton Donald Jefferson.
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Outreach Partners

of SCAPC

Raintree: a Long-Standing Partnership
Over the years, Raintree
Services Inc., has established
a tradition of caring that gives
hope to children and families in
our area. Formerly operating as
the Protestant Home for Babies,
it began when a child was
abandoned on a local doorstep
in 1926. We are humbled to
say that our church has had
representation on Raintree’s
board since the agency began 84
years ago.

Most often, we hear about the
girls at Raintree House, but New
Orleans has been touched in so many
ways by this long-standing social
service program. Five main services
are provided daily at Raintree, some
at the main facility and some in the
homes of care givers:

Raintree
Family
Service
Coordination is an EarlySteps
program that assists families with
infants and toddlers with special
needs.
Raintree Family Foster Care
provides therapeutic and private
family foster care programs. Since
1988, Raintree Family Care has
been providing stable and loving
homes to children who have been
abused and neglected by their
biological parents.
Raintree House is a group home for
girls ages 10 through 17 who are in
need of a place to call home. Since
1974, Raintree House has been
providing a loving homelike setting
for not more than 10 girls who
are in need of guidance because of
abuse, neglect or lack of supervision

from their biological families.
Raintree After-School Services
informs and counsels at-risk
children on how to stay safe
through group activities designed to
strengthen conflict resolution skills
and substance abuse prevention.
Attendant
Care
Services
provides home and communitybased personal care services for
participants who otherwise would
require institutional care. Raintree
offers personal care assistance
provided by Direct Support
Workers when physical limitations
require assistance with eating,
bathing, dressing, personal hygiene,
etc.
For more information about
Raintree programs, ways you can
help, or ways for those in need to be
helped, contact the Raintree office at
(504) 899-9045, board member and
SCAPC member Larry Hamric or
SCAPC liaison Kathy Randall.
- Kathy Randall

Above: Raintree Family Services is located in the Lower Garden District. Top Right: A girl
living at the Raintree House works in the computer lab.
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Kaboom!:Giving Kids a Safe Place to Play

T

The heat had settled in to stay teams and sent to different areas of they hammered and lifted, and there
across the Crescent City on Saturday, the playground. Some assembled a were many bananas and muffins on
July 17. The languid, subtropical jungle gym, while others worked with hand. The entire operation was a
humidity pressed in from all sides. It wood and nails to assemble benches. great success, and it was easy to see
was surely a day to flee the outdoors. Though the tasks were diverse, the why. KaBOOM! has been matching
with
playground
But at the end of the Edgefield cul-de- camaraderie and fun were the same. volunteers
sac in Kingswood, East New Orleans, Neighborhood residents joined opportunities for years and ably
neighborhood
residents
a swarm of activity was taking place. with volunteers from as far away as brings
Volunteers from St. Charles Avenue Memphis and California, and before and outsiders together at locations
Presbyterian Church had joined forces you could catch your breath, a play all over the country. The SCAPC
volunteers fit right in with the crowd
with the Kingswood Neighborhood space was taking shape.
Association, national organization
By 10 a.m., the posts that would and made some new friends in the
KaBOOM! and numerous other support the jungle gym platforms process. There are few greater joys
volunteer organizations to build a were installed. By 10:30, the floor was than to bring happiness to children,
playground in a few short hours. It mounted with bolts. Though the kids and everyone involved in the build
was a tall order, but more than 100 weren’t allowed to clamber on it until understood that.
-Patrick Egan
people turned out, rolled up their the structures had been inspected, the
sleeves and transformed a nondescript neighborhood kids looked on with
field into a children’s paradise.
ever-increasing anticipation. More
This wasn’t just a matter of than one volunteer noted that this
hanging a few swings. Volunteers playground would be a temptation
constructed gazebos, ratcheted to adults as well!
together purple and green slides and
The supervisors made sure that
mounted rotating whirligigs and volunteers drank plenty of water as
sliding thingamabobs.
It was a strike-force
operation, both wellorganized and wellexecuted.
The preparation
had been ongoing
for months. Early on,
neighborhood kids
met with KaBOOM!
representatives and
described in detail
what they most
wanted
from
a
playground. Based on
their requests and the
experience of other
building projects, the
organizers put into
motion a plan for a
massive build day.
When
volunteers
arrived on site, they
were divided into SCAPC volunteers helped build a playground in New Orleans East with national organization KaBOOM! on July 17, 2010.
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A New

Director of Youth and Young Adults

At the Welcome Reception after
worship on Sunday, Aug. 8, a group
of youth, parents and young adults
gathered in the fellowship hall to
welcome Andy Fox, the new director
of Youth and Young Adults, his wife,
Heidi; and daughter, Lucy, to the
family of faith at St Charles Avenue
Presbyterian Church. Andy started
with SCAPC on Sunday, Aug. 1,
having moved back to New Orleans
in July, just a few weeks proir.

A

CENTER
FOR
STUDENT
MISSIONS (CSM)
Andy and Heidi most recently
lived and worked in San Francisco,
where Andy was the City Director
for a non-profit organization
called Center for Student Missions
(CSM). Kids from churches and
schools around the country came
to live and work for a week under
Andy’s supervision, engaging in
mission activities with the city’s
poorest residents. Andy supervised
a rotating staff of 3–11 people at a
time, and was responsible for the
week-long mission experience of
more than 4,000 kids in four years.
He also developed and maintained
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relationships with those agencies,
non-profits, and churches that
provided the context and work for
these kids, related to the needs of
the poor and marginalized in San
Francisco.
Andy and Heidi had to raise
support to work for CSM, a difficult
task in any economy, and no small
challenge in our current financial
crisis. Andy says that it was more
than worth it. “It’s an amazing week
in the lives of these kids, and we
got to see this incredible
transformation as their
eyes were opened to the
desperate need in our
cities,” he says. “That was
very significant for us.”
Despite its strong
success with youth, CSM
does not encourage its
employees to minister at
CSM for more than 3-4
years – the rate of fatigue,
loneliness and burnout is
very high. When Andy
and Heidi started to
look for other positions in ministry
last fall, Heidi was hoping to use her
Master of Social Work degree, while
Andy felt called back to the church
and ministry
to youth and
young adults.
After all, that’s
what he had
been doing for
nearly seven
years, before
they moved to
San Francisco.

at SCAPC
THE CALL TO MINISTRY
When Andy was in college, he
loved his part-time gig coaching
kids’ soccer. He enjoyed it so much
that he started to think and pray
about doing more with youth – a
career that would deepen his impact
on the lives of youth. Something like
youth ministry. He had grown up in
the church, but, as he says, “Until I
was 20 years old, I had never heard
about or seen anyone live out the
gospel with their life. It had always
just been something people did on
Sundays. I didn’t want that to be
the experience of other kids growing
up in the church, if I could help it.”
It was the motivating factor for his
next step – a youth internship with
Trinity United Methodist church in
Ruston, LA.
LASTING IMPACT ON YOUTH
Recently, Andy had the
opportunity to return to Ruston and
see some of the first kids to whom
he ministered. He recalled one girl
in particular, a girl he met on his first
day of work as an intern. He had

walked up to her and introduced
himself. Jennifer, the a high school
sophomore, looked at him with
terror akin to a deer in the headlights,
and without a word, walked
away. Not exactly an auspicious
beginning. But, over time, Andy got
to know Jennifer, now 27-years-old
and working part-time in the youth
program at UMC in Ruston. When
she saw Andy recently, she ran over
and gave him a huge hug, saying with
evident joy, “I’m so glad to get to see
you! I’ve been wanting to tell you I
was working in youth ministry…
because you are the reason!”
MEETING HEIDI
After a year and a half at UMC
in Ruston, Andy accepted a position
as Youth Pastor for a Methodist
church in Monroe, LA, where he
would minister for the next three
years. As he was starting up some
small groups, a friend offered to lead
a girls’ group, but then backed out
at the last minute. She introduced
Andy to a young college junior
named Heidi, who wanted to do
some ministry with high school girls.
And as they say, the rest is history. It
wasn’t long before Andy and Heidi
were engaged!

SCAPC’S SEARCH PROCESS
Last fall, a search committee was
formed to actively look for a new
Director of Youth and Young Adults.
This new position was a strategic
combination meant to connect the
programming and staffing of two
previously disparate ministry areas.
The search committee members
included parents of youth: Elizabeth
Favret, Cathy Drennan and Wendi
Adams; as well as Christian Ed
Director Michele Murphy, past youth
leader Amber Beezley and youth
representative Ben Morrison. Kelly
Hostetler chaired the committee.
A HEART FOR YOUTH &
YOUNG ADULTS
The committee put the word
out through the PC(USA), youth
websites, seminaries and a few
colleges, and received more than 60
applications for this position. We
prayed consistently for someone
with ministry experience, a heart for
Christ and for kids and a love for
young adults. When we met Andy,
we were impressed by his depth of
experience and touched by his heart
for Christ. Andy’s love for God was
clearly borne out in his life and his

work. His hopes for the youth and
young adults of this church are
exciting; his passion for Christ is
contagious. “God has made it very

“I’ve been
wanting to tell
you…you are the
reason that I am
working in youth
ministry today!”
-Jennifer, former youth of
Andy’s in Reston,LA.
clear to us that this is where we need
to be,” he says. “We love being back
in New Orleans and are hopeful
that we can have a positive impact
on this church community, moving
the youth and young adults closer
to God’s kingdom!” We are thrilled
to have Andy and Heidi here among
us and anticipate a great season for
youth and young adults.
-Kelly Hostetler
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St. Charles Avenue

presbyterian church
1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118

PEP Rally is Sunday, September 12!
Refreshments & Info * 9:15 - 9:45 a.m. * Fellowship Hall

Representatives from all church committees will be present to give more information on church programs. Learn about Christian Education, LIGHT House,
Presbyterian Women, RHINO, the 20/30 young adult group and more!

Sunday School Classes (kids & adults) * 9:45 - 10:20 a.m.
Childrens Classes - 3yrs - PreK / K-3rd / 4th-5th / 6th-12th
Adult Classes - Bible Exploration Class (Deuteronomy) in the Learning Center
or God Talk, led by Don Frampton, in the Land Building

Ice Cream Social * After the 10:30 service
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