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Well, the calendar marches on, insisting that summer is ending… even if the heat and 
humidity have yet to surrender and slink slowly southward. I hope you were able to enjoy 
any summer break that came your way.  

I won’t miss the heat – but there is one thing I will miss about the summer slowdown. 
I finally had enough time to plop down with a cool drink and, unhurried and unscheduled, 
read a good book – or three or four. That opportunity never ceases to transform any time 
off into a true vacation – whether enjoyed in the comforts of my own zip code, or halfway 
around the globe.  

I used to think reading was just a pleasure for me – an escape into the quests and 
questions of others. But, as I’ve gotten older, I’ve realized that not only do I love books, but 
I need books. I need them as education and interpretation, as information and explication. 
Perhaps even more than that, I need them in order to encounter what cultural critic Sven 
Birkerts, in The Gutenberg Elegies, calls “the sound-print of the self ” – the voice we hear 
when we read. When I read a book, I can travel, unhindered, beyond the limits of my 
grown-up, boundaried, day-to-day existence. I can wander out into the lives and worlds 
of others and back again, having encountered both myself and that which is not myself. 
Having forged connections between my life and the life of the world.  

Is there a more holy occupation?  
Journalists and psychologists have sounded the cry, wondering aloud if the instant-

messaging, internet-surfing, flash-imaging generations are losing their capacity for reverie 
and depth of thought. They worry that technology has deprived our youth of their capacity 
for absorption, the slow deepening of attention that happens with reading. “What if,” 
they cry, “e-mail and text messages, with their instant-ness and their interruptions, so 
fragment our children’s experience of time that they never learn how to wait as resonances 
accumulate, slowly, to revelation?”

Nothing I’ve read has offered the answer to these questions; no revelation has emerged 
to satisfactorily wrap up the story. We are still in the middle of this tale, and from where 
I sit, I know only that I am grateful for books. I appreciate the ways in which the non-
scrolling, basic-black text harnesses me like a bridle, forcing me to slow down, consider, 
wonder, think... and then to lift my eyes and look around, taking in my surroundings a little 
differently, a little more thankfully… before continuing to read the story.  

Who would I be without books? Who would any of us be, without the voices and 
stories of our fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters over the ages… including that 
holiest of all stories, with its most poignant, ever-poetic words – our Scriptures. So, take a 
few moments and dig in. Let your day slow down. Read a book.  

For this much I know is true: reading is holy work – if you can call it work at all.

     In Christ, 

     Kelly
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Michael Jinkins, 
Dean, Austin 
Presbyterian 
Theological 
Seminary 8

A Holy Satisfying 
Occupation

Supper Clubs 
Have Begun for 
Fall 2009

During the month of 
May, SCAPC members 
and visitors were invited 
to sign up for a Supper 
Club: a group of 8-10 
people who will meet 
four times during the fall, 
rotating the host home 
and sharing responsibility 
for the meal. 

In August, participants 
were notified of their 
group members, and the 
first host couple scheduled 
the initial supper in 
September.  

Groups are 
encouraged to have fun 
with the meal, by putting 
together a theme night 
or even a picnic, should 
the weather cooperate. 
It’s all in the name of 
community—getting to 
know one another better 
over a great meal. 

More than 160 people 
signed up, creating nearly 
20 groups. 

If you didn’t get in on 
the fun this time around, 
don’t worry. We’ll likely 
be offering the chance 
ot sign up again in the 
spring of 2010.
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Statistically Speaking
LOUISVILLE — Comparative 
Statistics, an annual publication of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s 
Research Services, provides a yearly 
snapshot for tracking denominational 
trends across a spectrum of statistical 
measurements.

But the current release — 
Comparative Statistics 2008 — takes 
this analysis a step further. For the 
first time and in one place, the new 
book gathers comparative data going 
back to Presbyterian reunion in 1983 
on membership, congregations, 
baptisms, women in ministry, and 
financial contributions. 

The new publication also traces 
trends in two categories dating 
back to when data were first reliably 
collected: attendance (1990), new 
church developments (1992), and 
race/ethnicity (1999).

Released this week, Comparative 
Statistics 2008 features an 
introductory essay, “The Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) at 25,” by Jack 
Marcum, coordinator of research 
services for the General Assembly 
Mission Council.  

Marcum’s analysis gives clear 
markers for many of the related 
issues of decline that have faced the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) since 
reunion:

Membership (from 3,131,228 to •	
2,140,165, a loss of 31.6 percent or 
an average of 1.3 percent per year); 
Baptisms (child baptisms •	
declined by 48.9 percent and 
adult baptisms by 63.0 percent); 
Congregations (from 11,662 in •	
1983 to 10,751 in 2008, a total 
decline of 7.8 percent, or an 
annual average of  0.3 percent); 
New church developments (a •	
“ragged decline” ranging from  a 
high of 45 in 1992 to a low of 16 
in 1999, with 20 in 2008); 
Worship attendance (from a •	

weekly estimated 1,360,000 in 
1990 to 1,090,000 today, down 
19.7 percent); and 
Active ministers (declined by •	
11.7 percent, while the number 
of retired ministers has more 
than doubled). 

At the same time, several areas 
of growth can also be traced:

Attendance as a percentage of •	
membership (from 47.6 percent 
to 51 percent); 
Women in ministry (a fourfold •	
increase, from 1,010 in 1983 to 
4,253 in 2008); 
Asian membership (from 57,517 •	
in 1999 to 69,912 in 2008); 
Hispanic membership (from •	
27,800 in 1999 to 29,699 in 2008); 
Financial giving (on a per •	
member basis, adjusted for 
inflation, from $677 per year to 
$1,109 per year.) 

Comparative Statistics 2008 
is available in print for $5 from 
Presbyterian Distribution Service 
(item number 02056-08032) at 
(800) 524-2612.

 - Jerry L. Van Marter from the 
Presbyterian News Service 

20/30s are Gearing Up 
for Fall Kick-Off
The 20/30s fall kickoff is a NOLA-
style barbeque with live music at 
the Land Building on Thursday, 
September 17, at 6 p.m. 

Over the summer, we enjoyed 
a Zephyrs’ game, an evening 
at WINO, half-priced golf at 
Audubon Golf Course and the 
chance to serve breakfast to the 
homeless by partnering with the 
Crescent City Café. 

We also reluctantly said goodbye 
to Heather Pomfret, the 20/30 
coordinator for SCAPC in 2008-
09.  Heather accepted a position 
as biology teacher for seventh and 
eighth grades at Louise S. McGehee 
School for Girls this fall. 

“Heather did a terrific job for 
us,” says Rev. Kelly Hostetler, “and 
we hated to lose her – but we wish 
her much success at McGehee.” 

We are thrilled to welcome 
Katherine Johnson, a relatively new 
member at SCAPC, who brings 
great skills and enthusiasm to the 

part-time position. 
Katherine is married 
to SCAPC member 
Brad Johnson and 
starts September 1.  

If you’re in your 
20s or 30s and 
don’t receive our 
e-newsletter, please 
e-mail katherine@

scapc.org to be added to the list. 

Presbyterian Women: 
New Officers and a Full 
Fall Schedule
Presbyterian Women welcome 
Laura St. Clair as Moderator and 
Lynn Hoffman as Vice-Moderator. 

Please save the date for fall events:
MONTHLY BIBLE STUDIES 
Mondays, noon, with lunch in 
Fellowship Hall on Sept. 14; Oct. 12; 
Nov. 9 or Tuesdays, 5:45 p.m. with 
refreshments in the Land Building on 
Sept. 15; Oct. 20; Nov. 10

SIMPLE ELEGANCE (Lilla 
Wright) on Oct. 13 (rain date 
Oct.15) at Sybil Favrot’s Home, 3515 
St. Charles Ave.

WOMEN’S RETREAT (Lynn 
Hoffman) on Nov. 2 & 3 (preview 
Nov. 1) at Solomon Conference 
Center 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
(Lawton Fabacher) on Dec. 8, 5:45 
in the Chapel with Don Frampton.
Dinner to follow

News
in brief Book Review    

fall essentials

from Jeanie Clinton
What Matters Most by James 
Hollis. It’s never easy to examine 
life’s path and it’s meaning but 
Jungian analyst James Hollis’ 
collection of essays on such 
topics as learning to tolerate 
ambiguity, stepping into 
‘largeness’, and risking growth 
over security make delightful 
reading on the subject of ‘What 
Matters Most’… and offer up 
clarity, maturity and inspired 
wisdom from his years of 
experience  I loved this book!

from Don Frampton
Bacardi and the Long Fight for 
Cuba by Tom Gjelten. More 
than a history of rum, it’s a 
fascinating story of Santiago 
de Cuba’s first family of rum, 
their civic-mindedness and 
singular patriotism during two 
wars of independence (from 
Spain), and their eventual 
relocation to Puerto Rico 
following Castro. Reads as a 
good modern history of Cuba.

from Carol Pointer
Life and Death in Shanghai by 
Nien Cheng, whose memoir 
recounts her imprisonment at 
the hands of Mao Zedong’s Cul-
tural Revolution. The widow of 
the manager of Shell Petroleum 
in China, Cheng tells terrible 
truths honestly with intelli-
gence, passion and insight. This 
book not only educates about 
an incredibly important part of 
Chinese history but is also a les-
son in human courage, survival 
and triumph.

from Kelly Hostetler
The Hole in Our Gospel: What 
Does God Expect of Us? by 
Richard Stearns. Read at your 
own risk: This is a story of how 
Stearns, formerly president of 
Lenox-America, now head of 
World Vision, faced his own 
struggle to obey God whatever 
the cost, and his passionate call 
for Christians to change the world 
by living out their faith. Reading 
this book will change you. 

from Kim Thompson
Same Kind of Different As Me by 
Ron Hall and Denver Moore.
The true story of  a friendship 
that develops when two men 
from different worlds col-
lide: one an international art 
dealer; the other a homeless 
man who grew up on a Loui-
siana plantation. It’s a story of 
struggle,  sorrow, healing and 
ultimately, hope.

from Kelly Hostetler
Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth 
Strout. This 2009 Pulitzer Prize 
fiction winner follows the lives of 
folks in a coastal Maine village, 
binding together thirteen rich, 
luminous narratives through 
the presence of one larger-than-
life, unforgettable character: 
Olive Kitteridge. This is the kind 
of fiction you will fully enjoy 
and yet forces you to consider, 
evaluate, re-read, and most of all, 
open your heart to these people 
– and to life.   

What are you reading?
E-mail your book review 
to kim@scapc.org.

from Catherine Babin
Josephine Crawford: An Art-
ist’s Vision, by SCAPC’s own 
Louise Hoffman.  A biography 
of Josephine Crawford, an 
artist and New Orleans na-
tive during the first half of the 
20th century. Lou knew “Miss 
Josie” from her childhood 
days when visiting her grand-
mother on the Gulf Coast. 
“Miss Josie” studied in Paris 
under Andrew Lhote. A copy 
of the book is available in the 
Phifer Library.

from Matthew Hostetler
The Omnivores Dilemma by 
Michael Pollan. What to eat… 
and why? Michael Pollan 
explores these questions in 
this 2006 best-seller. From 
the history and far-reaching 
consequences of the corn 
industry to the politics and 
business of food, Pollan takes 
the matter of what’s for dinner 
to the market, the grower and 
back again. Sharp, witty and 
well-researched, The Omni-
vore’s Dilemma is perfect for a 
city that loves food.

New 20/30 
Coordinator 
Katherine 
Johnson



T
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The time was the first third of the 
16th century; the place, a Swiss village 
situated at the southwestern tip of a 
lake by the same name, Geneva. A 
refuge for early Protestant adherents, 
Geneva became the lifelong home 
of one such refugee, a young French 
lawyer and theologian – John Calvin. 
It wasn’t long before Calvin, with both 
a legal and theological background, 
began to transform the provincial 
town into an intellectual capital of 
Europe. Indeed, Geneva’s political and 
ecclesiastical institutions would serve 
as models of democratic development 
for modern societies. 

Over the years, Calvin was able to 

attract to Geneva renowned scholars, 
highly qualified craftsmen and more 
modest families fleeing persecution. 
He thereby boosted the economic 
dynamism of the region: to which the 
development of watch-making and 
banking activities remain a testament 
to this day. At the same time, he was 
able to make Geneva a land of refuge, 
by inspiring local attitudes with liberal 
and generous views. 

As both a lawyer and theologian, 
Calvin was deeply involved in the 
reorganization of political and social 
institutions: he fought for a fair 
relationship between Church and 
State; his views on law gave the justice 

system a solid ethical foundation; 
and by reorganizing the General 
Hospice, he brought concern for 
the poor back to its place in the life 
of the town. Perhaps his crowning 
achievement was the creation of the 
College and the Academy, where 
the quality education offered to all, 
without distinction, ensured the wider 
influence of a model dynamic society, 
open to the world and development. 

Before settling in Geneva, 
however, Calvin published a 
thoughtful little book on theology 
which he titled, The Institutes of the 
Christian Religion, which holds great 
importance to the formation of the 

John Calvin (1509-1564) from the 
H. H. Meeter Center for Calvin Studies

Calvin’s devo-
tional writings 
edited by John 
Leith, The Chris-
tian Life: John 
Calvin (Harper 
& Row, 1984).

T.H.L. Parker, 
John Calvin: 
A Biography 
(Westminster, 
1975). The best 
biography so 
far, and very 
accessible.

Elsie Anne 
McKee, editor, 
John Calvin: 
Writings on 
Pastoral Piety, 
B.A.Gerrish, 
preface (Paulist, 
2001). 

Francois 
Wendel, Calvin: 
The Origins and 
Development 
of His Religious 
Thought, Philip 
Mairet, trans. 
(Harper & 
Row, 1950) 
Places Calvin in 
context.

Karl Barth, 
The Theology 
of John Calvin, 
Geoffrey W. 
Bromiley, 
trans. (Eerd-
mans, 1995). 

J.K.S.Reid’s edi-
tion of Calvin: 
Theological 
Treatises in the 
Westminster 
Press series “Li-
brary of Chris-
tian Classics” is 
excellent.

JohnCalvin: 
500 Years of 
Reformed 
Faith & Life

Presbyterian church.
As a reformer of the Christian 

church, Calvin followed closely in 
Martin Luther’s footsteps, and The 
Institutes was an attempt to explain 
Protestantism in a systematic fashion. 
He even dedicated the book to the 
King of France, hoping to persuade 
him to view Protestantism more 
favorably. Though that strategy failed 
(and Calvin fled his homeland), the 
book was an enormous success with 
Protestant theologians across Europe. 
Calvin came to be esteemed as a 
major spokesman for their cause. He 
continued to revise and enlarge The 
Institutes so that it eventually filled 
two volumes and was translated into 
practically every available language of 
Europe. From that day to the present, 
it has served as an important textbook 
for Protestants.

Among Calvin’s many students 
was a Scot, John Knox, who carried 
Calvin’s ideas about church to his 
native land and founded the Church 
of Scotland, the forebearer of 
American Presbyterianism. 

Many ask about the difference 
between Calvin and Luther. A typical 
answer would fall along their differing 
views of the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper, which for Calvin always 
remained symbolic. But both of 
them were reformers of the church; 
it’s just that Calvin, in the words of 
Queen Elizabeth I of England, “was 
even more reformed than Luther.“  
The push to be even more reformed 
is the hallmark of the Calvin and his 
followers, carrying down even to us 
Presbyterians of the 21st century.     
  - Don Frampton

This year marks the 500th anniversary of 
John Calvin’s birth.

“As both a lawyer and theologian, Calvin was deeply involved in the 
reorganization of political and social institutions: ...Perhaps his crowning achievement 
was the creation of the College and the Academy, where the quality education offered 
to all, without distinction, ensured the wider influence of a model dynamic society that 
was open to the world and development.“ 

Recommended Reading on John Calvin
Books available for check-out in the Phifer Library

Written by John CalvinAbout John Calvin

“Seeing that a 
Pilot steers the ship 
in which we sail, who 
will never allow us 
to perish even in the 
midst of shipwrecks, 
there is no reason why 
our minds should be 
overwhelmed with 
fear and overcome 
with weariness”
-John Calvin, (French 
ecclesiastical States-
man and Theologian, 
1509-1564)



In observance of John 
Calvin’s 500th birthday 
in 2009, SCAPC will be 
focusing on Calvin the 
entire month of October.  

Each Sunday 
morning at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall 
there will be a special 
combined adult Sunday 
school class entitled, 
“Calvin, Then and 
Now.” Through a study 
of key confessional 
documents, principles 
of church government, 
and ethics in the public 
arena, the class will 
explore the impact of 
Calvin on his day as 
well as ours.

M
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Michael Jinkins has been a 
member of the faculty of Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
since 1993, after serving as a pastor 
in congregations in Irving, Itasca, and 
Brenham, Texas, and in Aberdeen, 
Scotland. He is an ordained Minister 
of Word and Sacrament in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and 
a member of Mission Presbytery. 
Professor Jinkins became academic 
dean of the Seminary in January 2004, 
and was appointed by the Board of 
Trustees to a second five-year term 
beginning January 1, 2009.

The author of more than one 
hundred published papers, articles 
and reviews, Dr. Jinkins has also 
authored twelve books, including: 
Invitation to Psalms (Abingdon 
Press, 2008), the participant book in 
Abingdon’s popular Disciple Bible 
Study video series; and Letters to New 
Pastors (Eerdmans Press, 2006). He 
recently finished a new book, Called 
to be Human: Letters to my Children on 
Living a Christian Life, which will be 
published by Eerdmans in 2009.

Dr. Jinkins recently finished his 
term of office as president of the 
Council of Southwestern Theological 
Schools (COSTS). He has received 
a number of other appointments 
including: research associate for The 
New Dictionary of National Biography 
(Oxford University Press); and 
visiting lecturer at Regent College, 
Vancouver, British Columbia. He has 
also been a visiting lecturer at King’s 

College, the University of London and 
at Ridley Hall, Cambridge University. 
He has served on consultations on 
the future of theological inquiry at 
the Center of Theological Inquiry, 
Princeton; the teaching of leadership, 
administration, and finance, in 
conjunction with the Claremont 
School of Theology; and on the 
teaching of practices of ministry with 
the Wabash Center for Teaching and 
Learning in Theology and Religion. 
He currently serves on a project, 
funded by the Lilly Endowment, Inc. 
and chaired by Dr. James Nieman 
of Hartford Seminary, to develop 
resources congregations can use to 
explicate the theologies that guide 
their practices of Christian faith. 

A founding member of the 
Academy of Religious Leadership, Dr. 
Jinkins served as an associate editor 
and board member of its journal, 
the Journal of Religious Leadership, 
from 2001-2006. He has also served 
as faculty-mentor for the Excellence 
from the Start Program coordinated 
by the Office of Theology and 
Worship of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), and has conducted research 
in conjunction with the Pulpit & Pew 
project of Duke University Divinity 
School. He is a past editor of Insights: 
The Faculty Journal of Austin Seminary. 

Dr. Jinkins was principal author 
and chair of the grant-writing team 
for the Sustaining Pastoral Excellence 
grant for $1.56 million from the Lilly 
Endowment to establish the College of 

Pastoral Leaders at Austin Seminary. 
He is a member of the American 

Academy of Religion, the Society of 
Biblical Literature, the Society for 
the Scientific Study of Religion, the 
Society for Pastoral Theology, the 
Academy of Religious Leadership, and 
the Kierkegaard Society. Dr. Jinkins 
is active in the association of Chief 
Academic Officers (CAO) of the 
Association of Theological Schools 
(ATS). His teaching and research 
interests include the intersections of 
theology, ethics and public policy; 
ecclesiology and congregational 
studies; theological reflection on the 
practice of ministry; pastoral and 
spiritual formation; and leadership of 
nonprofit organizations. 
-Excerpts from the Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary Web site, compiled 
by Kim Thompson

The Lupberger Lecture Series was established by a generous gift from SCAPC 
member Ed Lupberger to bring to our church and community noted theolo-
gians outstanding in their various fields of study.  

The inaugural Lupberger lecturer is Dr. Michael Jinkins, Academic Dean and 
Professor of Pastoral Theology at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
and author of 12 books.

Michael Jinkins, Dean, Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Dr. Michael JinkinsOctober is Calvin Month
Lupberger Lecture Series

Itinerary for Saturday, 
October 24

8:30 AM Registration
9:00 AM Convene Session
9:15 AM First Lecture
10:00 AM Coffee Break
10:15 AM Second Lecture
11:00 AM Break
11:15 AM Third Lecture
12:00 PM Box lunch
12:30 PM Conclusion

The first-annual Lupberger 
Lectures will be led by Dr. 
Michael Jinkins. Please reg-
ister in Fellowship Hall on 
Saturday, Oct. 24.  Pre-regis-
tration is not necessary.  Box 
lunch will be provided (cost 
still to be determined). 

Dr. Donna Ryan and Edwin Lupberger, 
the founder the lecture series.

Calvin Month will be capped 
off October 24 – 25 with the 
first annual Lupberger Lectures 
and the visit of Dr. Michael 
Jinkins, Academic Dean and 
Professor of Pastoral Theology at 
Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary.  Dr. Jinkins will lead 
a half-day seminar on Saturday, 
October 24, at the church on the 
theology of John Calvin, and then 
teach Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday, October 25.  

John Calvin is one of the 
giants of the Reformation and of 
critical and lasting importance to 
Presbyterians.  Come get to know 
him better during Calvin Month.
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I have always been a child of the church. My family has been members for 
four generations now. For as long as I can remember I have gone to church on 
Sundays, attended LOGOS/Covenant Krewe/ LIGHThouse on Wednesdays 
and sang (or rang) in the Children’s Choirs with Ms. Peggy and Mr. B.

Sometimes I think I would rather be doing something different but once 
I’m there, I don’t regret it. Dr. Frampton’s sermons are easy to listen to and I like 
thinking about what they mean. I mostly understand them. It must be all the 
training I have had all these years in Sunday School that lets me say that now.

My mom began working at the church when I was in third grade. That year 
the church started using the rotation model. The children in grades kindergar-
ten – third study one Bible story for several weeks using different activities such 
as drama, cooking, storytelling and art. I admit that I have trouble remembering 
all the stories and workshops we did that year but I know it was fun. My broth-
ers are always coming home with great stories, homemade projects and prizes. I 
think they are enjoying Sunday School, too, but they won’t let Mom know.

This past year was my last year in the Challenger Class (fourth and fifth 
grades) and I have only happy memories. Our classroom moved upstairs next to 
the youth group so you feel a sense of maturity. We went on our first retreat to 
Tickfaw State Park in the fall and learned about how to build Christian Charac-
ter. This helped us understand our classroom discussions throughout the year. 
Since we were older we were allowed to organize our own fund-raisers, and we 
helped the Pajama Project and SPCA of Louisiana. It felt good to be given that 
responsibility.

Now I am starting youth group and I can’t wait. Ellen Shields is a great youth 
director and always knows how to get students involved in the church. This sum-
mer I was lucky to attend the youth trip to Mo-Ranch in Hunt, TX. Let me tell 
you that we had a seriously good time. The group had a lot of fun on the bus ride 
there and back – though I don’t know about the leaders!! While we were there 
we went rock climbing, hung out with our assigned groups and connected with 
God. I am looking forward to Youth Group starting up on Sunday nights, and 
know that even though I have learned a lot at the church, I will continue to learn 
throughout my life.

Ashlin Murphy 
Sixth grader

In July, our Cuban visitors came and went and although our relationships are 
relatively new I will miss them as only you can miss an old friend. We began these 
friendships in May with Roberto M. Cemillán Lopez, the Pastor of the two Presbyterian 
churches in Cuba, and two of the church elders. They are Elena Angelina Fariñas, a 
retired architect, and Ricardo Ruiz Rivas, a retired accountant. Let me tell you how our 
friendship began and a little about our Cuba trip.  

When the seven of us (Laura St. Clair, Dr. Wes Alden, Andy Favret, Jimmy Oswald, 
John Wade, Julie Graybill and myself) landed in Jose Martí airport in May, our Cuban 
Adventure became very real. The smells, sights, sounds, tastes and feelings were 
rushing at us. The ride from the airport to Veradero showed us how beautiful but poor 
the country is. The beaches in Cuba are breathtaking – they have the whitest sands and 
the clearest of salt waters. Feelings ran from joy at being in their presence to sadness at 
seeing the deplorable conditions of their nation, conditions caused by man.

Part of the reason we went was to share of our material well-being, but additionally 
I was there for some spiritual growth which was amply had. I also learned about the 
“pastorales” and how the Cubans sometimes tell Bible stories. 

The churches in Cuba divide themselves into smaller geographical parts as in the 
case of Cárdenas, there are four.  These are “pastorales” of the mother church that are 
similar to the worship traditions of the early church described in Acts. Periodically 
members of the church in that “pastorale” worship together in a private home. They 
share bible study, food, comfort, and fellowship. The relationships of the attendees to 
each other appear to be deep and long-lasting. They have so little and love so much. 
How generous they are to share of the little they have so abundantly.

When we tell or read a Bible story we do just that usually, we read it. But when the 
Cubans read, they often also act out the story to make it more real. For example, Ana, 
Samuel’s mother, would be acted out by a woman and she might experience some of 
the feelings and reality of Ana who gave her son to God. Through this psychodrama 
the story becomes real to the actors.

In November our church will sojourn to see our friends again and hopefully to 
make new ones. Since our friends left for home, the news has been about how even 
worse the Cuba economy has become and the Cubans will again have to tighten their 
belts even more. The missionaries we send there need our prayers that God can use 
them to bring his message of Christian love to our friends in Cárdenas from their new 
home-away-from-home, New Orleans.  

Bob Smith

Friendships in Cuba Movin’ On Up

Ashlin Murphy 
is a fourth gen-
eration member 
of SCAPC and 
a regular par-
ticipant in the 
children’s pro-
gram. This fall, 
Ashlin moves up 
to youth group 
and shares her 
thoughts on her 
experiences at 
SCAPC.

In Their Words

Bob Smith has 
been a mem-
ber at SCAPC 
since 1995. He 
participated in 
the trip to Cuba 
in May 2009 
and reflects on 
his experience 
and new-found 
friendships.
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