			
			

Never put a period where God puts a comma.
- Gracie Allen

			
Gathering
VOLUNTARY			
Steven B. Blackmon
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive, Psalm 118)			
Give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever.
In my anguish I cried unto the Lord, and he set me free.
The Lord himself is with us, I will not be afraid.
It is better to trust in the Lord than to place our confidence in men.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in princes.
The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things.
Give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever.
PRAYER
O God of risen life, bring life to us today.
Let your Creative Life flow through us, as from an indomitable source, eternal, freely giving, a flood of life unstoppable by any
death;
Let your Word eternal bring order from chaos, your Wisdom everlasting bring hope that does not fail;
Let your Spirit illumine us like the morning sun which shines after a long dark night.
O God of the resurrection, raise us up by your love and by your power today and every day.
For it is in the name of the Risen Christ we pray, Amen.
HYMN
“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”
Easter Hymn
(1) Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!
(2) Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!
(3) But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!
our salvation have procured. Alleluia!
Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia!
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

(4) Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
praise eternal as God’s love. Alleluia!
Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

CALL TO CONFESSION (from Romans 5)
“God demonstrates his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” In this confidence, let us come before
God, for now is the day of salvation.
CONFESSION OF SIN (unison)
God of life eternal and abundant, we confess that we have been charmed by death into believing that its powers are
greater than yours. We have worshiped at unworthy altars, offered ourselves to forces that know only how to destroy,
praising the vain domain of death, indenturing ourselves under the threat of the tomb. We have lived anxious lives,
as though our lives depend on the approval of the violent and the cruel.
SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE
Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.
Blackmon
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (from Romans 6)
If we, through the waters of baptism, have been united with Christ in his death, we shall certainly be united with him in his
resurrection. For we know that our old self has been crucified with him, so that the body of sin has been rendered powerless, that
we shall no longer be slaves to sin. Now, if we died with Christ, we believe that we also shall live with him. Hear the good news:
In Christ, we have been set free from the power of sin and death.
			
the word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
May we feel your presence, Gracious God, as your Word of Life flows over us and through us today. Your Word is light in our
darkness, bread to our hunger, fresh water for our thirsty souls, life itself in the midst of so much death. Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON (response: Thanks be to God.)			
Jeremiah 31:3, 31-34
MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN			
Jim Rumsfeld
EPISTLE LESSON (response: Thanks be to God.)			
1 Corinthians 15:1-8
GOSPEL LESSON (response: Thanks be to God.)			
St. Mark 16:1-8
SERMON
“It Is Finished”
Michael Jinkins
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
GLORIA PATRI
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
(You may submit your prayer requests at this link.)
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER written by Jill Duffield, Presbyterian Outlook
Almighty God, your promises are sure, your love unrelenting, your power unmatched. We bow before you, humbled by your
grace, awed by your mercy, rejoicing in your kindness. We do not pretend to understand the mystery of resurrection, but we
cannot help but recognize our risen Lord among us, present in our suffering, visible in new creation, made known to us in the
breaking of the bread.
Gracious Lord, we cannot meet you on the outskirts of the graveyard and not fall on our knees and worship. You suffered and
died to forgive us. You became incarnate to show us God’s love for us. You healed and fed, taught and preached, prayed and ate
with sinners to show us God’s will for us. You went to the tomb and were raised from the dead to defeat evil and bring life eternal
for the sake of the world. Hear our praise as we shout alleluia and tell all the earth of your glorious resurrection.
You call us by name, Lord of all. Hearing our weeping, you refuse to leave us alone in our grief. Trusting your compassion, we
share our deepest hopes and our greatest fears. We lift up to your light those crying in the night. We give thanks for those who
have fallen ill and then recovered. Comfort the many who mourn, families unable to hold funerals, doctors and nurses confronted
constantly with death, people longing to touch those isolated by this pandemic. We remember your call to care for the least of
these and ask that you would give us the wisdom to serve in ways that show your love for all people. When we cannot physically
be present, send your Spirit as we send our notes, make our calls and do all we can to visit those in prison, house those without
shelter and heal the sick. Help us to feed those who hunger physically, spiritually or emotionally. May your body, the Church, be
united in our caring, radical in our generosity, and stalwart in our advocacy.
As this public health crisis lingers, grant us courage for the living of these days. When our patience is slim and our frustration
is misdirected, gently correct us. When we hurt those closest to us and fail to be our best selves, forgive us and remind us to forgive
others. When this season of isolation and sickness comes to an end, do not let us forget the lessons this forced physical distancing
have taught us. Take this trying time, these struggles and hardships, and use them for good in ways we cannot now envision, but
that you have the power and will to enact.
(cont.)

On this day of resurrection, filled with fear and joy, we worship, we sing, we weep, we give thanks, and most of all, we marvel
at your unwillingness to leave us to the consequences of our actions, your tenacious desire to be in relationship with us and your
amazing grace through which you have saved us. We make our prayer in the name of the one who taught us to say when we
pray, 			
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE OFFERING
(Please click here to submit a pledge payment or other donation.)
Offertory Anthem
“Easter” from Five Mystical Songs
Vaughan Williams
Tyler Smith, tenor; Chancel Choir & Orchestra
Doxology
Prayer of Dedication
			
sending
HYMN
“The Day of Resurrection!”
Lancashire
(2) Ride on! Ride on in majesty!
(1) The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad,
In lowly pomp ride on to die;
the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God.
O Christ, thy triumphs now begin
From death to life eternal, from sin’s dominion free,
o’er captive death and conquered sin.
our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory.
(3) Now let the heavens be joyful; let earth its song begin;
the round world keep high triumph and all that is therein.
Let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend,
for Christ the Lord has risen, our joy that has no end.

(4) Ride on! Ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die;
bow thy meek head to mortal pain;
then take, O God, thy power and reign.

CHARGE AND BLESSING
Our blessing today comes from the closing chorus of W. H. Arden’s “For the Time Being”:
“He is the Way.
Follow Him through the Land of Unlikeness;
You will see rare beasts, and have unique adventures.
He is the Truth.
Seek Him in the Kingdom of Anxiety;
You will come to a great city that has expected your return for years.
He is the Life.
Love Him in the World of the Flesh;
And at your marriage all its occasions shall dance for joy.”
May the peace of the Risen Christ be comfort and life unto you, in the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
VOLUNTARY

