Saturday, April 25, 2020

by Julianne Nice

Psalm 116:12-19
What shall I return to the Lord
for all his goodness to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call upon the name of the Lord.
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his faithful servants.
Truly I am your servant, Lord;
I serve you just as my mother did;
you have freed me from my chains.
I will sacrifice a thank offering to you
and call on the name of the Lord.
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lord--in your midst, Jerusalem.
Praise the Lord.
Luke 14:12-14
Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your
friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do,
they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet,
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although
they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.
Reflect:

I heard on the news a few days ago that the current necessity for social isolation has
inspired many people to adopt shelter animals. Some of the shelters are empty!
A pet can be a great source of unconditional love.

Staff member Caitlin Wallace-Rowland’s daughter Laurel with Magnolia, and Violet looking on.

Children know this instinctively.
On my daily walks with my husband—both for much-needed exercise and a relief
from being inside all the time—I see that probably half of the people walking or
running outside have their dogs with them. One of the things I enjoy about my daily
walks is seeing these pets with their human families, and imagining the wondrous
inter-species relationships they have.

Associate Pastor Sarah Chancellor-Watson and husband, the Rev. David Watson with Buster.

Herb and I have a pet cat, Pickles—that is, we staff Pickles at our house.

Pickles with Julie.

What’s more, we are aware of her as a “guardian of being,” as spiritual leader
Eckhart Tolle says in the book he wrote by that name. She reminds us to be “in the
moment” when we see her or play with her. We care for her out of love for her life,
with no expectation of reciprocation.

Staff member Steven Blackmon’s pet MP3.

Unconditional love.

Staff member Hallie Boh and her sister, Piper, with bunny Beatrix and Hallie’s son Nicholas hugging rabbit
Potter.

Ask:
In today’s reading from Psalm 116, the writer asks, “What shall I return to the Lord
for all his goodness to me?” Then he offers several things he will do, but does he
mean by this that he is repaying God for the blessings of his life? When would the
psalmist consider this debt repaid?
Jesus’s description in Luke 14 of the ideal dinner party reminds us of the necessity of
our being generous with other people with no expectation of reciprocity. What does
this mean for us today, in this pandemic? What about when we try to create the “new
normal” going forward in the coming months?

Whom shall I invite to my banquet?
Pray:
As a final prayer and to offer a few moments of meditation, allow me to share with
you the poem and music of an anthem that is at this moment resting in the black
folders of the Chancel Choir, waiting to be sung after we return to choir rehearsals:
“The Sun Never Says,” by composer Dan Forrest and poet Daniel Ladinsky.
Heartfelt thanks to Steven Blackmon, our music director of many talents, who took all the photos except the
ones of Laurel (credit: Caitlin Rowland) and Pickles (Herb Larson), and also introduced me to this inspiring
music by Dan Forrest.

Photo of Sunset in Chalmette by Steven Blackmon

Even
After
All this time
The sun never says to the earth,
“You owe
Me.”
Look
What happens
With a love like that,
It lights the
Whole
Sky.

Link to YouTube Voces8 performance of “The Sun Never Says” provided
here

To send us your prayer requests, click on this link and our church staﬀ and prayer group
will add you to our weekly prayer list. You will have the option to specify your request as
conﬁdential.
If you would like to contribute to our daily devotionals, please email Pastor Sarah,
sarah@scapc.org.
www.scapc.org
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