ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | First Sunday After Christmas | December 28,2025 | 9:30 am

GATHERING
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Ashley Brown
VOLUNTARY Meg Frazier, piano
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Sarah Chancellor-Watson

[ will proclaim the gracious deeds of God:

The steadfast love of the Lord is great.

Now we have seen the saving love of the Lord,

The glory of God’s people and a light to all.

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts;

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you are wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature. In your
mercy, let us share the divine life of Jesus Christ who came to share our humanity, and who now lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.

T*HYMN 145 “What Child Is This” GREENSLEEVES
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient
church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love. We have not
loved our neighbors, and we have refused to hear the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful
obedience; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Psalm 148
SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Matthew 2:13-23
SERMON “The Escape to Egypt” Ashley Brown
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Apostles’ Creed” (unison, Hymnal, p. 35)
*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)

THE OFFERING
Offertory
*Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Orp HUNDREDTH
*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING

*HYMN 136 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” GO TeLLIT
*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*VOLUNTARY

IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

TODAY'S USHERS are Nathan Adams, Sallee Benjamin, Roger Fleshman, Jeff Stricklin, Dave White, and Wesley Simon.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in gratefulness and love for those family members who
shaped my life: Daisy, Ben, Mary, Pop, Carole, Jim, Louisa, and Strib, by Paige Morrison.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

YAF PARADE WATCH & KING CAKE TASTING: Join the Young Adults and Families in front of the church (St. Charles
Avenue doors) on Tuesday, January 6 at 7 p.m. to celebrate Epiphany and the start of the Mardi Gras season! We'll hang out
and watch the Phunny Phorty Phellows parade down the streetcar route! If you have a favorite king cake, bring one to share!
Questions? Caitlin@scapc.org.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT will resume on January 7! Elizabeth Favret, Greg Browne, and Chris Currie will offer reflections on
their recent visit with incarcerated men at Elayn Hunt Correctional Center as part of the Frederick Douglass Project for
Justice. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Children’s dismissal will take place at 6:20 and the program
will follow at 6:25. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. Menu TBA. Make your dinner reservation on the
SCAPC app or at scapc.org/wno. Reservations close on Monday, January 5 at 5 p.m. or earlier if capacity is reached. Our pastor-
led Bible study will begin an examination of Paul’s Letter to the Romans. Class will meet at 5:15 p.m. in the Phifer Library.

YOUNG ADULTS & FAMILIES PINTS (Presbyterians Imbibing in Necessary Theological Study) resumes with Wednesday
Night Out on Wednesday, January 7! Our next topics of study will dive into spirituality, spiritual disciplines and practices, and
how and where we find God in our lives. Join us as we examine our faith and how it grows with us throughout life. PINTS meets
Wednesday evenings, 6:45-8 p.m. in the Land Building, Childcare is provided. Questions? Caitlin@scapc.org

On Friday, January 9 from 10:30 a.m. -4:40 p.m., we will have an ADULT SPIRITUAL RETREAT FOR THE DAY at St. Joseph’s
Abbey in Covington, Louisiana. All are welcome for this day of rest and reflection at the peaceful St. Joseph’s Abbey. If anyone
would like to carpool, we will meet at 9:30 at the State Street doors and return around 5:30 p.m. Otherwise, plan on meeting us
at the doors of the Retreat Center at 75376 River Road, Saint Benedict, LA 70457 at 10:30. Please bring your own bagged lunch.
There will be an option for those interested to participate in a “silent retreat” for the afternoon portion. You are welcome to bring
friends or family who are not members. All are truly welcome to participate and enjoy this day of rest and renewal.

-10:30 am.: arrive at Retreat Center/ introductions

- 11:15: Mass

-12:15: Picnic lunch on the grounds (Everyone bring their own bag lunch)/Visit the gift shop (soaps, candles, bread, honey)

-1:30-2:30: Optional Monk led tour

- 2:30-4:30: On our own - silent meditations/bird watching/praying

- 4:30: Final reflections

- 4:45: Drive home
Please rsvp and direct any questions to ashley@scapc.org by January 8.

A WORSHIP WORKSHOP FOR FIRST GRADERS & PARENTS will take place on Sundays, January 11, 18, and 25. Worship
is the gathering in God’s presence in a special way that we don’t do the rest of the week. This workshop will show the parts of
the service, how to actively listen and ways to participate in the service. Classes, led by Michele Murphy, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
in Frampton Fellowship Hall. The workshop will conclude with a presentation of first grade bibles. All children and adults are
encouraged to attend Sunday School classes at 9:30 a.m. For details, visit scapc.org/sunday-school.

UPCOMING SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES

ADULT CLASSES:
Writing from the Heart: Journaling as Sacred Practice

January 4 -February 8 | 2nd floor conference room | led by Harriet Riley
When the world feels chaotic and you are seeking quiet in the storm, a spiritual journal can be the best way to process
feelings and thoughts. A journal can also be a path to nurture your faith through interactive prayer.
Using the recently published The Book of Alchemy: A Creative Practice for an Inspired Life by Suleika Jaouad, this six-week class
will explore the art of journaling as a spiritual practice. This participatory class will inspire individuals through guided
prompts to start their own spiritual journal or renew their own writing practice.

1700 Years with the Nicean Creed
January 4 -February 8 | Phifer Library | led by Chris Currie
This class will explore the Nicean Creed as it celebrates its 1700th birthday.



