GATHERING
WELCOME TO WORSHIP AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
"Let us worship God."
VOLUNTARY

"A Christmas Festival"

Michael Jinkins
Anderson

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 89, responsive)		
Sophie Frankowski and Madeline Heymann
Let us sing of the Lord’s loyal love forever
We will proclaim God’s faithfulness from one generation to the next.
Your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
You are our father, our God, the rock of our salvation.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
On this fourth Sunday of Advent we light this candle as testament to the light of Christ – the love of
God incarnate – in our hearts and in the world. May it be a reminder to us that as we watch and wait for the
coming Christ, we bring with us this light wherever we go.
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION
God of majesty and power: your Breath brooded upon the face of the deep, set galaxies spinning
and stars on fire; your Word whispered and life itself sprang into existence; your whole creation groaned
from the time of Adam and Eve for liberation. Patriarchs, priests, kings and prophets scanned the horizons
of history, and prayed for your deliverance. But none of them fathomed the wonder to come. Armies, they
could imagine: horses and chariots, archers and spears, led by strutting kings. They did not know, however,
and they could not foresee, that your deliverance would break all the rules of human power, would shake
the foundations of empire and worldly vanity. In your wisdom, that subverts all wisdom, in the most breathtaking reach of your power, which renders impotent all powers under heaven, you the Ruler of the universe,
became a helpless infant, cradled in the arms of a girl of lowly birth, betrothed to a carpenter. Such majesty
and power, O God, we cannot comprehend, unless your Breath broods over the face of our depths and sets
our hearts on fire, and your Word sets us at liberty too. Amen.
HYMN
		

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

arr. Rutter

THE WORD

THE ADVENT LESSON		
St. Luke 2:1-19
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns
to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the

people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they
made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
SERMON

"Fairy Tales Can Come True"

		

A Celebration of Carols

Michael Jinkins

		
		

The Chancel Choir & Orchestra
Steven B. Blackmon, Director of Music

		
		

“Now the Birth of Jesus Christ Was on This Wise” from Hodie
Kameron Lopreore, tenor

		

“In the Bleak Mid-Winter”

arr. Wilberg

		

“Ding! Dong! Merrily on High”

arr. Wilberg

“Away in a Manger”

arr. Wilberg

HYMN

Vaughan Williams

		

“Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day”

Helvey

		
		

“The Holy Boy”
Patti Adams, flute

Ireland

HYMN

“Joy to the World”

Wilberg

SENDING
CHARGE AND BLESSING
VOLUNTARY

"God Bless us Everyone"

Silvestri/Ballard

Soli Gloria Deo
*Videography and photos by Steven B. Blackmon
OUR OFFERING TODAY is dedicated to the SCAPC Music Fund. To contribute, go to
www.scapc.org/donation and enter the amount of your gift in the SCAPC Music Fund box. Alternatively, you can
send a check made out to SCAPC with "Music Fund" in the memo line to 1545 State St., NOLA 70118.

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Churchis 100 Years Young...

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church
is 100 Years Young!
On December 19, 1920, the New Orleans Presbytery established St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian
Church with 209 charter members.
Our Church has been incredibly blessed by the grace and guidance of God and by the vision, faith
and generosity of our congregation, clergy, and staff. We have much to celebrate and for which to be
grateful. The timing of the celebration of our 100th birthday has been affected by COVID-19, but we
will celebrate this milestone and 2021 activities are being planned.

"HOW IS A CHURCH BORN?
BY THE GRACE AND GUIDANCE OF GOD, CHURCHES COME INTO BEING
AND GROW TO USEFULNESS BY THE VISION, FAITH AND GENEROSITY
OF THOSE WHO REALLY LOVE CHRIST AND INVEST THEIR TALENTS,
TIME AND TREASURE IN HIS ONGOING KINGDOM."
-DR. JOHN S. LAND, MAY 29, 1956.

To mark this wonderful achievement, we are given the opportunity to do something that will be of
lasting significance for our church and for the greater community. In 2021, a new Centennial organ,
designed just for our sanctuary, can become a reality!
Plans have been underway for many years, important gifts and pledges are in our possession and the
contract has been approved by the Session and necessary committees, starting in 2015 with the congregation's adoption of the Strategic Long Range plan, which lists a new organ as a specific goal.
As we have learned during this most unusual year, Worship and Music at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church is alive. Without a choir, without congregational singing, we are missing important aspects
of our communal experience, but the organ continues to provide music. Just think of how glorious our
sound will be with a superior instrument! Consider that when we return in full celebration of our heritage, how many more years of glorious, worshipful music we can provide for those who follow when
we approve purchase of this new organ.
Watch for ways you can participate in the new year.

