
	 gatheringgathering
INTROIT	 “I Saw Three Ships”	 Ringers & Singers
•WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			   Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY	 “The Holly and the Ivy” from Three Nativity Carols	 Paulus
			  The holly and the ivy, when they are both full grown, of all the trees that are in the wood, the holly bears the crown.
			  Refrain: The rising of the sun and the running of the deer, the playing of the merry organ, sweet singing in the choir.
	 		The holly bears a blossom, as white as the lily flower, and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, to be our sweet Savior. (refrain)
	 		 The holly bears a berry, as red as any blood, and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, to do poor sinners good. (refrain)
	 		The holly bears a prickle, as sharp as any thorn, and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ on Christmas day in the morn. (refrain)
	 		 The holly bears a bark, as bitter as any gall, and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ for to redeem us all. (refrain)
			  Casey Kearney, oboe; Steven Blackmon, piano; Meg Frazier conductor; Chancel Choir
•*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                   	        Stafford Primaux, Jessica Barnard, and Michelle Greene (10:30 service only)

	On this Third Sunday of Advent we light the candle of joy. When Christ shows up in our lives, he brings joy, healing our 
infirmities, touching the untouchable, giving sight to the blind, and raising the dead. Such deep and abiding joy causes us to sing:

Choral and Congregational Response: Hymn 646 “Sing Out, My Soul”
Sing out, my soul. Sing out, my soul. 
Sing out and glorify the Lord who sets us free.
Sing out, my soul. Sing out, my soul.
Sing out and glorify the Lord God.

Come, Lord Jesus, in this place, in every place, for this time, for all time,
Come, Lord Jesus, bring hope.

•†*HYMN 107	 “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”	 Rejoice, Rejoice

•CALL TO CONFESSION 			   Ashley Brown
•PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

O Lord our God, we confess that we prefer a Messiah we can create in our image, one that will make all our 
Christmas dreams come true, one that will give us everything we want, and one that will not ask much of us. 
Forgive us for longing for a Messiah that looks more like our selfish desires than the person of Jesus Christ. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

As forgiven sinners, help us to see better where you are at work in our world and where you are calling us to 
join you. Into the lives of the poor, bringing hope. Into the lives of the powerful, bringing wisdom. Into the lives 
of the weary, bringing rest. Into the lives of the comfortable, bringing restlessness. Into all our lives and longings, 
bring the good news of the gospel, your grace and mercy, and the peace that passes all understanding; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE	 Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
•ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 		 the wordthe word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)	 	  	 Isaiah 35:1-10
•†JESSE TREE & DEDICATION OF WHITE GIFTS			 

Children first grade and younger will be dismissed following the message for a time of play on the playground.
ANTHEM	 “This Endris Night” from Three Nativity Carols	 Paulus

This endris night I saw a sight, a star as bright as day; and ever among, a maiden sung, “Lullay, by by, lullay.”
This lovely lady sat and sung, and to her child did say: “My son, my brother, father, dear, why liest thou thus in hay?”
The child then spake in his talking and to his mother said: “Yea, I am known as heaven-king, in crib though I be laid.”

“Now sweet son, since thou art a king, why art thou laid in stall? Why dost not order thy bedding in some great kinges hall?”
“Mary mother, I am thy child, though I be laid in stall; for lords and dukes shall worship me, and so shall kinges all.”

“And in thy arm thou hold me warm, and keep me night and day, and if I weep and may not sleep, thou sing, by by, lullay.”
			  Casey Kearney, oboe; Steven Blackmon, piano; Meg Frazier conductor; Chancel Choir
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•SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)			   Matthew 11:2-11		
•SERMON	 “Mistaken Identity”	 Chris Currie
•*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: (from the Iona Community)			   Sarah Chancellor-Watson

We believe in God, who conceived all that is created, God who fathers and mothers all people.
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s firstborn and only Lord of the earth.
He came down from both heaven and the womb of the virgin Mary;
He lived in solidarity with humankind, befriending, teaching, healing, and restoring;
He was denied and betrayed by his friends; and was done to death by the state.
He descended to the place of oblivion, rose to life again on the third day, and ascended to heaven where he sits 
at God’s right hand. 
This same Jesus will come again in glory to judge the living and dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, whose dynamic presence can make all things new. 
And we believe in the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

•*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison, Hymnal p. 35)
•THE OFFERING

Offertory 	 “Wonder Tidings” from Three Nativity Carols	 Paulus
Refrain: What tidings bringest thou, messenger, of Christes birth this jolly day?

A babe is born of high nature, the Prince of Peace that ever shall be; of heav’n and earth he hath the cure: his lordship is 
eternity: such wonder tidings ye may hear, that man is made now Goddes peer, whom sin had made but fiends prey. (refrain)
A wonder thing is now befall; that King that formed star and sun, heaven and earth and angels all, now in mankind is new 

begun: Such wonder tidings ye may hear, an infant now of but one year, that hath been ever and shall be ay. (refrain)
That loveliest gan greet her child, “Hail, son! Hail, brother! Hail father dear! Hail, daughter! Hail, sister! Hail, mother mild!” 

This hailing was on quaint mannere: Such wonder tidings ye may hear, 
that hailing was of such good cheer that mannes pain is turned to play. A babe is born, alleluia!

			  Casey Kearney, oboe; Steven Blackmon, piano; Meg Frazier conductor; Chancel Choir
•*Doxology, Hymn 606	             “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	 Old Hundredth

•*Prayer of Dedication 
•SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)

	 				 sendingsending
•*HYMN 106	 “Prepare the Way, O Zion”	 Bereden Väg För Herran

•*CHARGE AND BLESSING
•*VOLUNTARY

•8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | †Latecomers seated



in today’s worshipin today’s worship

TODAY’S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Mayson Buffington, Thomas Schulingkamp, and Wesley Simon; and for the 10:30 
service are Roger Fleshman (captain), Nathan Adams, Sallee Benjamin, Leon Hinson, and Jane Rasi.

TODAY’S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Renee Peck and Beth Poe.

THE FRONT DOOR WREATHS are given to the glory of God by Pamela Richmond Burck in loving memory of her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. R. Randolph Richmond, and her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert C. Berckes.  

sunday school for all ages  •  9:30 am  •  scapc.org/sunday-schoolsunday school for all ages  •  9:30 am  •  scapc.org/sunday-school

Mysteries Around Christ’s Birth | Nov. 30 - Dec. 21 | Land Building Riverside Room
Led by Sandra Jenkins and Ashley Brown | Mysterious guiding stars, virgin births, dream warnings, angel messengers and 
ancient prophecies! This class explores the more mysterious themes of Jesus’s birth story. We examine the important role 
historical context plays when studying Scripture and how to engage our questions surrounding these biblical mysteries. 
Today’s class is “The Mystery of the Guiding Stars.” Find recordings at scapc.org/sunday-school.

 announcementsannouncements

A COLLECTION OF NATIVITY SCENES provided by our church members is now displayed in the Phifer Library!

FOOD DRIVE SUPPORT/IMMIGRATION GROUP: Our friends at Jefferson Food Pantry continue to experience a high volume 
of need in light of recent immigration actions in our community. SCAPC will continue our food drive to support Jefferson 
Food Pantry through Christmas. Please bring donations to the church office on the second floor. In addition, food items can be 
dropped off at 3300 Royal Street to support families who cannot leave their homes. If you have interest in the issues related to 
immigration policy and how our faith leads us to act in the midst of increased federal immigration enforcement operations in our 
city and the greater New Orleans area, please email Rev. Sarah Chancellor-Watson (sarah@scapc.org) to be added to a SCAPC 
affinity group related to these issues.

LUMINARY MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS: On December 21-25, pathways of luminaries, given in memory or honor of 
loved ones, will be lit in front of the church. Luminaries cost $15/each and can be purchased in honor or memory of a family 
member, friend, or even pet. Acknowledgements for each memorial and honorarium will be included in the bulletins on December 
21 and Christmas Eve, as well as online and in The Quatrefoil e-newsletter. Use the envelopes in your pew to place your order or 
visit scapc.org/luminaries. The order deadline is TODAY!
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 announcements (cont.)announcements (cont.)

ADVENT DIAPER DRIVE: During the season of Advent, as we prepare our hearts to welcome Jesus in our lives 
once again, we are collecting items that remind us of the needs of baby Jesus. We are collecting diapers (baby and 
adult sizes, open packages acceptable) and period products that will support our community ministry partner, 
Junior League Diaper Bank, to help uplift families in our community. Collection bins can be found by the State 
Street entrance and by the Phifer Library.

YAF PINTS GAME NIGHT! For our last PINTS of the year we’ll skip the normal format and have a YAF Game Night this 
Wednesday, December 17! Join us from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Land Building for drinks, board games, and fellowship! (Note that 
there is no WNO that evening). Bring your favorite game if you have one you’d like to play! Questions? Caitlin@scapc.org.

A LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE will be held next Sunday, December 21. This will be a time to worship on the longest night of the 
year, with those for whom this season may be a time of loss or sadness. We will begin our worship at 6 p.m. in the Chapel, then 
gather in the columbarium to name our struggles. We will support each other in times of darkness, even as we acknowledge that 
the light shines in the darkness, in this season and all seasons.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP: At 4:00 p.m. we will have our Family Christmas Eve Service with a tableau in the Sanctuary. 
Childcare will be available. At 7:00 p.m. we will have our Lessons & Carols Service with the Chancel Choir and communion in 
the Sanctuary. Please note that childcare will not be available for this service. A livestream of the 7:00 service will be posted on 
our YouTube page.

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE SIGN-UP: Children 1st-12th grade are invited to participate in the 
Christmas Eve Family Service at 4 p.m. Please scan this code to register your child by December 16. 

READING TUTORS NEEDED: Start the Adventure in Reading (STAIR), is looking for literacy tutors for 2nd and 3rd grade 
students in the Greater New Orleans Area. STAIR offers both virtual and in-person tutoring options over 10 weeks during the 
spring semester. All curriculum and training for tutors are provided. Tutors must be 18 or older and no experience is needed. 
If you are interested, please email us at program@stairnola.org or text/call at 504-202-8187.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S RETREAT: Calling all ladies to register for our Annual PW Retreat on 
January 18-19! Don’t miss out on this wonderful experience. Our theme this year is “Resilience” and our 
retreat leader is the Rev. Dr. Sarah Allen, Associate Dean of Ministerial Formation and Advanced Studies at 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. Sarah Chancellor-Watson will be our worship leader. Visit our 
registration table today or next Sunday to complete a registration form and make a payment. The deadline to 
register is Sunday, December 21.

GIVING TUESDAY: Thank you to all who contributed to our community and global ministries on Giving Tuesday! We are 
excited to announce that $2,331 was raised. If you requested a centennial Tervis mug, please find yours on the table outside 
of the church office today. This is the last day for mugs to be picked up.

OUR SYMPATHY is extended to Scott Zander and his family on the death of his mother, Carolyn Carter Zander, who passed 
away on Sunday, December 7. We also extend our sympathy to the family of Robert Wilklow who passed away on August 25.


