ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Second Sunday in Advent | December 7, 2025 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Sarah Chancellor-Watson

VOLUNTARY “Andante” from Partita in C minor Bach
Pat Widhalm, piano

**LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Shyla and Mitchell Nuland; Sally, Brett, and Elizabeth Perry (10:30 service only)

On this Second Sunday of Advent we light the candle of peace. John the Baptist calls from the wilderness to make straight
the crooked paths and prepare the way of the Lord. We work for peace in ourselves, in our relationships, in our community,
and with those with whom we are estranged. Whatever the circumstances, peace gives us the courage to sing:
Choral and Congregational Response: Hymn 646 “Sing Out, My Soul”
Sing out, my soul. Sing out, my soul.
Sing out and glorify the Lord who sets us free.
Sing out, my soul. Sing out, my soul.
Sing out and glorify the Lord God.
Come, Lord Jesus, in this place, in every place, for this time, for all time,
Come, Lord Jesus, bring hope.
*i*HYMN 163 “Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice” ABERYSTWYTH
1. 'Wild and lone the prophet’s voice echoes through the desert still,
calling us to make a choice, bidding us to do God’s will:
“Turn from sin and be baptized; cleanse your heart and mind and soul.
Quitting all the sins you prized, yield your life to God’s control.

2. “Bear the fruit repentance sows: lives of justice, truth, and love.
Trust no other claim than those; set your heart on things above.
Soon the Lord will come in power, burning clean the threshing floor:
then will flames the chaff devour; wheat alone shall fill God’s store.”

3. With such preaching, stark and bold, John proclaimed salvation near,
and his timeless warnings hold words of hope to all who hear.
So we dare to journey on, led by faith through ways untrod,
till we come at last like John to behold the Lamb of God.

*CALL TO CONFESSION Chris Currie
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Merciful God, throughout the ages you have sent us messages of peace. In the dove and the rainbow, through
the voices of the prophets, you have cast your vision of a peaceable kingdom, where swords shall be beaten into
plowshares and spears into pruning hooks. In your Son, Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, you have ushered in your
Kingdom of Shalom here on earth. Forgive us, we pray, when we reject your peace, when we choose to live by the
sword. Save us, we cry, from death by the sword, from death by the violence of our making. Tear down the divisions
between us and heal us of the racism and xenophobia that keeps us from seeing one another as true siblings in the
great human family. Empower us to be instruments of your peace, seeking forgiveness and granting mercy in our
personal relationships and with our neighbors. Grant us strength to urge those in power to study war no more.
Give us imagination to know that the kind of peace you offer is not only possible, but is coming as Christ makes all
things new. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Isaiah 11:1-10

(cont)



*SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (8:30 only)

Blair Mignon Kern

Presentation Jonell Quinton, Presenting Elder

Affirmation of Faith “The Apostles’ Creed” (unison, Hymnal p. 35
Questions to Parents
Baptism
Presentation and Prayer
*7JESSE TREE
At the 10:30 service: Children remain seated with their families during the message.
Children first grade and younger will be dismissed following the message for a time of play on the playground.
*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)
*SERMON “Hope for the Roots”
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Nicene Creed”t (unison)

Matthew 3:1-12
Sarah Chancellor-Watson

Ashley Brown

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with

the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father”
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
*THE OFFERING

Offertory “Domine Deus, Agnus Dei” / “Qui sedes” from Gloria

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us..

Who sitteth at the right hand of the Father.
Claire Putnam, contralto; The Chancel Choir
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal, page 35)

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Prayer after Communion

SENDING
«*HYMN 129 “Lo, How a Rose Eer Blooming”
1. Lo, how arose ¢’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung,
of Jesse’s lineage coming, by faithful prophets sung.
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night.

2. Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind;
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright she bore for us a Savior, when half spent was the night.

3. This flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere.
Enfleshed, yet very God, from sin and death he saves us and lightens every load.

**CHARGE AND BLESSING
**VOLUNTARY “Allegro” from Partita in C minor
Pat Widhalm, piano

GLORIA PATRI

Vivaldi

Es Ist EIN’ Ros’

Bach



IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

TODAY'S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Mayson Buffington, Thomas Schulingkamp, and Wesley Simon; and for the 10:30
service are Roger Fleshman (captain), Nathan Adams, Sallee Benjamin, Leon Hinson, and Jane Rasi.

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Nancy Davis and Kristin Guidry; and for the 10:30 service are
Elizabeth Favret, Eric Holtzman, Kay Randels, and Jennie Wimbish.

THE FRONT DOOR WREATHS are given to the glory of God by Pamela Richmond Burck in loving memory of her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. R. Randolph Richmond, and her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert C. Berckes.

HOW TO SUBMIT PRAYER REQUESTS: Prayer requests can be submitted using the prayer cards at the entrance to
Frampton Fellowship Hall. Alternatively, they can be submitted at scapc.org/prayer or on the SCAPC app.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
is being administered at the 8:30 service to
BLAIR MIGNON KERN,
daughter of Rachel Ledbetter Kern
and Blair Fitzgerald Kern.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES - 9:30 AM - SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHODL

Mysteries Around Christ’s Birth | Nov. 30 - Dec. 21 | Land Building Riverside Room
Led by Sandra Jenkins and Ashley Brown | Mysterious guiding stars, virgin births, dream warnings, angel messengers
and ancient prophecies! This class will explore the more mysterious themes of Jesus’s birth story. We will examine the
important role historical context plays when studying Scripture and how to engage our questions surrounding these
biblical mysteries. Today’s class is “The Mystery of the Virgin Birth.” Find recordings at scapc.org/sunday-school.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

JESSE TREE DEVOTIONALS: This year we are centering our Advent Devotionals on Jesse Tree Symbols and Bible Stories. A Jesse
Tree is a way of preparing for Advent by journeying through the stories on Jesus’s family tree. Each day of Advent, there is a
Bible story about someone in Jesus’s family and an ornament symbolizing their story. The tree shows us how, through many
generations, God prepared for Jesus to be born. Printed devotionals can be found at the Frampton Fellowship Hall entrance.
Devotionals can also be found at scapc.org/advent-devotionals.

A COLLECTION OF NATIVITY SCENES provided by our church members is now displayed in the Phifer Library. Come see the
many ways the Christ family is portrayed! If you have a nativity you would like to display, please bring it to the church office this
week to Katie Brendler or Michele Murphy.

ADVENT DIAPER DRIVE: During the season of Advent, as we prepare our hearts to welcome Jesus in our lives once again, we
are collecting items that remind us of the needs of baby Jesus. We are collecting diapers (baby and adult sizes, open packages
acceptable) and period products that will support our community ministry partner, Junior League Diaper Bank, to help uplift
families in our community. Collection bins can be found by the State Street entrance and by the Phifer Library.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: A special worship service will be held in the Chapel this Tuesday,
December 9, at 6 p.m. with preaching by Ashley Brown and music performed by Steven Blackmon. A collection will be taken up
for the Presbyterian Hunger Program. Kathryn and Benton Smallpage will host a reception following the service at their home,
5701 Garfield Street. If you would like to provide a dish for the reception, please see the sign-up genius link at scapc.org/pw.

LUMINARY MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS: On December 21-25, pathways of luminaries, given in memory or honor of
loved ones, will be lit in front of the church. Luminaries cost $15/each and can be purchased in honor or memory of a family
member, friend, or even pet. Acknowledgements for each memorial and honorarium will be included in the bulletins on December
21 and Christmas Eve, as well as online and in The Quatrefoil e-newsletter. Use the envelopes in your bulletin to place your order
or visit scapc.org/luminaries. The order deadline is December 14.




ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT)

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE SIGN-UP: The Christmas Eve Family Service will take place at 4 p.m. in
the Sanctuary and children Ist-12th grade are invited to participate. Please scan this code to register your child by sy
December 16. Children’s choirs will perform during the service, and children 1st grade and older may both sing in
the choir and participate in the pageant. There is one mandatory rehearsal on Tuesday, December 23 from 4-5 p.m. [a] g
Questions? Email michele@scapc.org. i

~Costumed Non-Speaking Characters (unlimited number): 1st-7th grade

~Costumed Speaking Characters (limited number): 2nd-7th grade

-Ushers (unlimited number): 6th-12th grade

-Liturgy Readers (limited number): 8th-12th grade

This week’s WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT program will be the Children’s Christmas Play! The Mysterious Animal is a new nativity
play for kids that tells the story of Jesus’s birth from the perspective of the animals in the barn. It’s a funny play with a sincere
message: the creatures who share the barn with baby Jesus are among the first to receive and understand the good news of the
gospel. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Children’s dismissal will take place at 6:20 and the play will
follow at 6:30. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the menu will be chicken and sausage gumbo, rice
and potato salad, roasted corn, broccoli salad, and ooey gooey cake. Make your dinner reservation on the SCAPC app or at scapc.
org/wno. Reservations close tomorrow at 5 p.m. or earlier if capacity is reached. If you wish to attend the play only, you do not
need to make a dinner reservation. Our pastor-led Bible study on Ecclesiastes will meet at 5:15 p.m. in the Phifer Library. Young
Adults & Families’ PINTS will meet at 6:45 in the Land Building. Childcare is available until 8 p.m.

WHITE GIFT SUNDAY is next week! Please consider bringing unwrapped gifts of sports equipment, Foot Locker gift cards,
board games, and art supplies to be dedicated during the 10:30 service. These gifts will be distributed to the New Orleans
Women & Children’s Shelter. Presbyterian Women are also collecting wrapping supplies including colorful wrapping paper,
tissue paper, and bows to be given to New Orleans Women & Children’s Shelter for gift wrapping. Please deliver wrapping
supplies to the collection baskets in the Chapel hallway.

The annual CHRISTMAS PARTY YOUTH GROUP for youth and youth alumni on Sunday, December 14 will start at 5 p.m. with
a White Elephant gift exchange. Each youth is asked to bring a wrapped gift that is either handmade or bought ($10 limit).
After our gift exchange, we will move on to our talent show! All kinds of talent from singing to instruments to dance to comedy
to art to a sports demonstration to literally anything in between are welcome. Email chrishazlaris@scapc.org to sign up. Those
signed up will be asked to come to one quick run-through on Saturday, December 13. All who attend the party are encouraged to
dress festively in their favorite Christmas shirts, sweaters, or PJ’s! The party will end at 7:30.

GIVING TUESDAY: Thank you to all who contributed to our community and global ministries on Giving Tuesday! We are
excited to announce that $2,331 was raised. If you requested a centennial Tervis mug, please find yours on the table outside of
the church office today through next Sunday, December 14.

ADEN ELDER CARE DIRECTOR SEARCH: Aden Elder Care Program is looking for a fun, dynamic, personable, and creative
person to serve as our next Director. Thisis a part time position of about 20-25 hours a week, specifically Tuesdays and Thursdays
9 am.-3 p.m. The full job description is posted at scapc.org/aden. Email Pastor Sarah at sarah@scapc.org.

T e Shw

A Celebration of Carols

Chancel Choir & Orchestra
‘ Sunday, December 21 | 10:30 am.

Our annual “Celebration of Carols” will include William Mathias’
Ave Rex, Ralph Vaughan Williams' Winter Songs from Folk Songs of
the Four Seasons, and arrangements of familiar Christmas hymns
and songs. Music Director Steven Blackmon will conduct.

A special offering for our music ministry will be collected that day.




