GATHERING
WELCOME TO WORSHIP AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
"Let us worship God."
VOLUNTARY
		

"Creator of the Stars of Night"
Steven B. Blackmon, organ

Sarah Chancellor-Watson
(improvised)

CALL TO WORSHIP AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (from Isaiah 40, responsive)
Open wide your heavens! Let your name be known!
Avery and Greg Beuerman
So the world will know, Lord, we are not alone.
You who once did awesome deeds – show your presence here!
Open wide your heavens! Let us know you’re near.
On this second Sunday of Advent we light this candle as testament to the light of Christ – the Prince of
Peace – in our hearts and in the world. May it be a reminder to us that as we watch and wait for the coming
Christ, we bring with us this light wherever we go.
HYMN

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Veni Emmanuel

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Desire of nations, bind all people in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION (Psalm 85)
Pierce Young
O God, your love is unfailing, from generation to generation, your mercy everlasting. Your beauty is as overwhelming as it is awesome wherever we gaze into the mirror of nature and grace. The history of this world bears testimony
to your long-suffering; the history of your people Israel reminds us of your patience. So it is that we feel free to
come before you, humbly asking your forgiveness of our failings and your grace despite our own lack of mercy.
Make of us, we pray, a people after your own heart. Teach us to nurture love and faithfulness and to value peace
and righteousness, that we may be your people in fullness of life as well as in name. Amen.
		

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION		
Michael Jinkins
“Blessed Lord, who has caused all holy scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant that we may in
such wise hear them, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of thy holy
Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed assurance of eternal life in our Lord Jesus Christ,
Amen.” (Book
(Book of Common Worship, alt.)
alt.)		

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON		
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.

*Isaiah
Isaiah 40:1-11

A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
SERMON

"Comfort in an Uncomfortable Time"

Michael Jinkins

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Apostles’ Creed”
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
O God on this second Sunday of Advent, we ponder our human predicament, recognizing how often
we find ourselves overwhelmed by circumstances — stuck in ditches of various sorts, or given to aimless
meandering on paths that lead nowhere, or buried under by seemingly insurmountable challenges and obstacles. And yet you have promised to lift every valley, straighten the crooked path and level the mountains
in order to come to us and lead us home. We hear your promises, O God. Empower us by your Spirit to
see the way you have set before us. Empower us as a community of faith to accompany one another on the
journey. Help us to listen to each other with compassion when we feel fearful or angry or lost. And help us to
recognize your tender love that is ever before us. Help us to believe the good news of the gospel that we are
not left to our own devices. You have not left us in the ditch or aimlessly wandering in exile. You have come
close in the incarnate Christ, one with a human face, who has left a footprint for us to follow.

We pray for the world of nations, including our own as we continue to grapple with a relentless pandemic. We pray especially for the vulnerable among us: for medical professionals and staff, for essential
workers, for parents with school-age children, for the elderly and for those with preexisting health conditions. O God, help us to live responsibly, in ways that protect the wellbeing of others.
We pray for all who are grieving the loss of loved ones during these difficult days, especially for the
Harris Family and the Kennedy Family. We pray that you would grant wisdom to the leadership of our local
communities, our cities, our states and our country that they might discern a path forward in these perilous
times. Indeed, grant all of us wisdom and courage for the living of these days. We pray these things in the
name of the one who taught us to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
ANTHEM
		

"Domine Deus" from Gloria
Betsy Uschkrat, soprano; The Chancel Choir & Orchestra

DOXOLOGY
HYMN

Poulenc

SENDING

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold the King of glory waits;
the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here.

Truro

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart
from earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy.
Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide.
Let me thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in me reveal.
CHARGE AND BLESSING
VOLUNTARY
		

Improvisation on Picardy
Steven B. Blackmon, organ

* Traditionally this Advent text from Isaiah 40 is coupled with the
Gospel According to St. Mark which quotes from the words of the
prophet in introducing the ministry of John the Baptist.
Videography and photos by Steven B. Blackmon

(improvised)

Advent Calendar
December 6: Second Sunday in Advent
DECEMBER 6, 13, AND 20
Sunday School Classes for all ages: 9:30 – 10:15 am
Online Sunday School: 9:30 – 10:15 am
DECEMBER 12
Young Adults and Family Christmas Brunch Noon-2:00 pm

December 13: Third Sunday in Advent
DECEMBER 13 – 20, 24-25
Luminaries Lit
DECEMBER 13
White Gift Dedication

December 20: Fourth Sunday in Advent
DECEMBER 20
Morning Worship: A Celebration of Carols
Youth Group Gift Exchange
December 24: Christmas Eve

www.scapc.org

Sunday School
SUNDAYS, DECEMBER 6, 13 AND 20 | 9:30-10:15 AM
ADULT CLASSES:
"Light of the World: A guide to Advent" by Amy-Jill Levine.
Land Building Riverside Room by reservation (michele@scapc.org)
Online Study: "Living the Questions 2.0"
CHILDREN’S CLASSES on the Land Building Lawn by reservation (michele@scapc.org)

Young Adults & Families Christmas Brunch
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
Noon - 2:00 PM | Land Building | RSVP by December 10 to bria@scapc.org

A Celebration of Carols
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
Morning worship will center on the music of the SCAPC Chancel Choir and Orchestra!
Chosen from over 25 years of SCAPC's "Celebration of Carols" services, the program will include
arrangements of traditional carols by John Rutter, David Willcocks, Mack Wilberg and others;
orchestral overtures, and original choral works for the Advent and Christmas Seasons.
Steven B. Blackmon, Director of Music with Homily by Michael Jinkins
- ONLINE SERVICE TO BE POSTED AT 6 AM -

Youth Group Gift Exchange
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
Each youth who signs up will be paired with another student for gift swapping.
Then on December 20 at an assigned time (between 11 AM and 4 PM),
each youth will meet his/her partner at a spot in Audubon Park.
(Youth Director Chris Hazlaris will match the students and designate their locations).
For their gifts, youth are encouraged to make something that matches their partner's likes.
If purchased, gifts must be less than $10.
Sign up by contacting Chris Hazlaris at chris@scapc.org.
Arrangements can be made if you wish to participate from out of town.

White Gift
Every year, SCAPC's White Gift tree is decorated with ornaments
that correspond to a child in need and his/her Christmas wish list.
Sarah Edgecombe, Ashley Hope, and Christina Carlisle have arranged a new way
for everyone to participate by moving the ornaments online!
There are gift requests for Raintree Children & Family Services,
New Orleans Women and Children's Shelter, Eden House, and St. Thomas Medical Clinic.
We are also requesting monetary donations for Okra Abbey, SCAPC Carrollton Camp, and STAIR.
The deadline to sign up for an ornament is Wednesday, December 9.
The gifts will be dedicated during worship on Sunday, December 13.
Gifts may be dropped off at the church (main State Street entrance) December 6-10 between 9am and 4 pm.
or Sunday, December 13 between 10:30 and 11:30am at the Library doors on State Street.
White wrapping paper and boxes will be available at our WNO-to-go event on December 2.
www.scapc.org/white-gift

Luminary Memorials and Honorariums
This year, we will light luminaries in front of the church on the nights of December 13-20 and 24-25.
Each luminary can be purchased in honor or memory of a family member, friend, or even pet.
Acknowledgements for each memorial and honorarium will be included in the bulletins on
December 13, 20, and 24, as well as online and in Quatrefoil.
The cost is $15 per luminary. The deadline is Wednesday, December 9. Purchase yours at:
www.scapc.org/luminaries

Send Us Your Pictures and Videos
This advent season, we are asking for your help in creating videos
that will help us embrace advent and our community spirit even while apart.
Ideas include pictures of your family Advent wreath, nativity scene, or favorite Christmas tradition!
Pictures can be sent by text to Michele (504-914-8980) or by email to michele@scapc.org.
MAKE A "PASS THE CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE" VIDEO:
We're going to recreate the lighting of the Christmas Eve candles from each of our homes.
Basic Instructions: start your video recording, with your right hand out of the frame.
Your lit candle should be out of the frame. Move the candle from your right hand to your left hand.
If additional people are with you, pass the light down the line.
The last person should move the candle out of the frame with their left hand.
When all the videos are spliced together, it will look like we've passed the light through the congregation.

Advent Food Drive
Hunger knows no season but for this season of advent, we are asking you
to help take the light of Christ out into the world by donating shelf stable foods.
We are collecting food for the Broadmoor Food Pantry,
which is a local community food bank that distributes food in our area.
Each week of advent we’ll be highlighting a different food item
centered on the advent candle for the week.
Through Christmas, you can bring these or any other non-perishable items to the collection bins
just inside the Chapel doors on State Street, weekdays between 9am and 4 pm.
Items will be displayed as part of the Christmas Eve service.
Week 3: JOY
Peanut Butter
Peanut butter is another important source of protein that can last quite a while, bringing joy to full bellies.
Week 4: LOVE
Box Mac and Cheese
Who doesn’t love boxed mac and cheese? It’s a simple side that kids and grownups love.
CHRISTMAS EVE
Baby Food
As we celebrate Jesus’ birth, we remember other babies in need.
Additional especially appreciated items include:
cereal, rice, pasta, canned fruit and vegetables, juice, diapers, and feminine supplies.

Christmas Eve
STATIONS OF THE NATIVITY WALKING PROGRAM

SCAPC | 5:00-6:00 PM
Members will follow the story of the nativity through the church, ending in the Sanctuary.
When leaving, members will be invited to make a luminary to add to the front of the church
and light a candle from the Christ Candle on the Advent Wreath.
Reservations will be made in 10-minute intervals.
Small groups will proceed through the program which should take about 25 minutes.
If you and your family are interested in participating in the program as readers and characters,
please contact Michele Murphy at michele@scapc.org
- RESERVATION LINK TBA -

TRADITIONAL LESSONS & CAROLS SERVICE
Online Service | Posted at 8 AM

