8:30 and 10:30 Morning Sanctuary Services | Online Worship Service

GATHERING
WELCOME TO WORSHIP AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sarah Chancellor-Watson
“Make a joyful noise, all ye lands! … Come into his presence with singing!” (Psalm 100:1-2)
VOLUNTARY (8:30 service)
		

"Largo" from Concerto in C
Steven B. Blackmon, organ

Vivaldi

VOLUNTARY (10:30 service)
		

"Prayer of Mother Teresa"
Haley Whitney, soprano

Courtney

INVOCATION (from Psalm 123)
What a wondrous invitation you grant us, O God. To come into your presence with joy and gladness,
with songs in our hearts. We have grown up with this invitation and have taken it for granted, but it is the
opposite of the threats of those false gods who strut upon the earth, who rail and brag and demand. Your
power lies in creation, theirs in destruction. Your strength lies in healing, theirs in hurting. They demand fear,
but you inspire love. We bow ourselves before you, not in self-debasement, but with gratitude, for it is you
who have raised us up from the dust of the earth and breathed your spirit into us. You Lord are God. Amen.
HYMN (choir members only)
“All People that on Earth Do Dwell”
All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;
him serve with mirth, his praise forthtell. Come ye before him and rejoice.

Old Hundredth

Know that the Lord is God indeed; without our aid he did us make;
we are his folk; he doth us feed, and for his sheep he doth us take.
O enter then his gates with praise; approach with joy his courts unto;
praise, laud, and bless his name always, for it is seemly so to do.
For why? The Lord our God is good; his mercy is forever sure;
his truth at all times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure.
123)
*CONFESSION OF SIN (unison, from Psalm 123)		
“Your mercy is from everlasting, O Lord, your truth endures forever. For this reason we
come before you with thanksgiving.” The kings of this earth rage. They imagine vain things.
They thrust out their chests and brag of what damage they can do, what destruction they can
bring, unless their people bend low and offer their obedience. Their power is force. Their
threat is death. But you, O Lord, have shown us power in bending low yourself to create, to
breathe the spirit of life into our nostrils, to heal us when we fall, to restore us when we fail,
to forgive us when we sin. We confess that too often we have believed the lies of earthly powers, have preferred their boasts to your entreaties, have followed their ways with enthusiasm, and have scorned your grace as weakness. Forgive us. In your everlasting mercy, receive
us into your presence as we open our hearts to you. Amen.
SILENT CONFESSION
KYRIE (choir members only)		
Blackmon
		 "Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us."
*please stand

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
God has forgiven us in Jesus Christ our Lord, and calls us to live in the power of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION		
Michael Jinkins
We thank you today, O Lord, for all your many gifts. But especially we thank you for your Word which is a
light unto our feet. Amen.
THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON		
Ephesians 1:15-23
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do
not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with
the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for
us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when
he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in
the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
SERMON

“A Threat of Cherry Blossoms"

Michael Jinkins

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Philippians 2:5-11)
“Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in human likeness. And being found
in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess to
the glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen.”
*GLORIA PATRI (choir members only)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN PRESENTATION		
			

Henrietta Harris, 8:30
Harriet Riley, 10:30

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
“I will praise the name of God with a song: I will magnify him with thanksgiving,”
So wrote the Psalmist long ago.
I am grateful, O Lord, for all the impulses to praise you which come to me in life.
Even in the discouragement of some situation wherein I feel helpless and totally inadequate,
I feel the impulse to grow and do the best I can.
Amid the pain and hurt that life can bring,
I find the solace and comfort that come to me from friends and loved ones.
Just at the time I feel most alone,
there are evidences of the concern of others and assurances of your Presence.
I am not always conscious of these realities, God.
I even become impatient at times when I hear words of faith spoken and songs of hope sung.
I withdraw from the life around me,
take pity upon myself for my misfortunes and feel no desire to praise.
Then I am startled into new awareness, by a flower, a song a persistent friend, a gift, a smile.
Almost in spite of myself I am lifted up and lifted out into thanksgiving, and life begins again.
I am thankful, O God, that you keep prodding me and pushing me into joy and celebration.

I am thankful for spoken words and silent gestures, for laughter and outstretched hands,
for back-door mercies and winding graces that enwrap me.
I am thankful for tangible and measurable things, for churches and hospitals, for schools and homes.
I am grateful for ancient words that come alive once more.
“Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart...”
I am thankful for the music of the human voice.
As I praise you this day, I am grateful for the rich beauty of songs sung
and the warm impulses with which I respond. I will praise your name, O Lord, with a song.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
ANTHEM (8:30 service)
		

"Prayer of Mother Teresa"
Haley Whitney, soprano

ANTHEM (10:30 service)

"Thanks Be to Thee"
St. Charles Chamber Singers

Handel

ANTHEM (online service)

"Benedictus" from St. Cecilia Mass
Katy Domyan, soprano; The Chancel Choir

Gounod

Courtney

*DOXOLOGY (choir members only)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SENDING
HYMN (choir members only)
“Now Thank We All Our God”
Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers’ arms, hath blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

Nun Danket Alle Gott

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
and keep us in God’s grace, and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills in this world and the next.
All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven,
to Father and to Son and Spirit now be given:
the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore,
the God who was, and is, and shall be evermore.
CHARGE AND BLESSING
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

“The Irish Blessing”
"Allegro" from Concerto in G minor

Ushers will lead dismissal by rows. You may place offerings with the ushers on your way out.
Please bring all print items with you (bulletins, cards, envelopes).

Blackmon
Handel

In Today's Worship
TODAY'S PASTORAL PRAYER is taken from: A Book of Uncommon Prayer, by Kenneth G. Phifer;
"A Prayer for Thanksgiving Day."
THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the Glory of God in thanksgiving for our
many blessings and in loving memory of James H. Kepper, Jr. and Louise Trimble Kepper; Lucille and
Charles A. Schaefer, and C. Gary Schaefer, their children and grandchildren.
THE WHITE ROSE has been placed in honor of the birth of Martin Gerard Collura, son of new members AnneMarie and Stephen Collura, who was born on November 16.
THE PW THANK OFFERING is collected each year on the Sunday preceding Thanksgiving. Funds
raised provide much-needed financial assistance to 20-30 health-based programs and capital projects,
both domestic and international. Current recipients include two ministries in our Synod (Synod of the
Sun): the "Shelter the Children" project of the Stillwater Domestic Violence Services in Oklahoma; and
disaster kit transportation for the Ferncliff Camp and Conference Center in Arkansas. To learn more, visit
www.presbyterianwomen.org/thank-offering.
SINGING IN THE SCAPC CHORAL ENSEMBLE are Betsy Uschkrat, Haley Whitney, Rebecca
Cálix, Meg Frazier, Peggy Crain, Jodi McWilliams, Judith Halverson, Kameron Lopreore, Will Alber, Tyler
Smith, Rob Frazier, Taylor Miller, Frank Convit, and Horace English.
SERVING AS USHERS TODAYare Kevin Murphy, Mayson Buffington, and Wesley Simon for the
8:30 service; and Dave Mize (captain), Maureen Herring, Jackie Derks, Kelly and Laura McWhirter, Dave
White, and Jeff Stricklin for the 10:30 service.
ONLINE SERVICE: Videography and photos by Steven B. Blackmon
PLEASE NOTE that we are continuing to assess the best manner in which to conduct Sunday morning
worship services. Our objective is to make the best use of our resources in order to bring an authentic
worship experience, both within and beyond our buildings, to all church members.

Announcements
USHERS NEEDED FOR 8:30 AND 10:30 SERVICES: If you would be willing to guide people
to their reserved seats and help ensure that health protocols are being followed, please contact Bonnie
Shoemaker at bonnie@scapc.org. Training materials will be provided.
BAPTISM: On Sunday, November 1, the Sacrament of Baptism was administered to Andrew March Wilson Jr., son of Andrew and Hannah Wilson, grandson of Lisa and Peter Wilson, great-grandson of Betty Wilson Jeffrey.
YOUTH SCAVENGER HUNT: Next Sunday, November 29, the youth
will enjoy a Scavenger Hunt in Audubon Park from 3-4:30 pm. Teams of 4-5 students will search the park
for Advent-related treasures, and the team that gets the most items on the list will receive free Creole
Creamery later! Working in teams from different locations will allow us to remain socially distant. Please
contact Christ Hazlaris at chris@scapc.org to let him know you plan to attend and which other youth you
want to team up with.

Advent Calendar
November 29: First Sunday in Advent
DECEMBER 2
Filling the Night with Music and Light – WNO TO-GO: 5:00-5:30 pm
December 6: Second Sunday in Advent
DECEMBER 6, 13, AND 20
Sunday School Classes for all ages: 9:30 – 10:15 am
DECEMBER 8
Presbyterian Women Christmas Service 6:00 – 7:00 pm Sanctuary
DECEMBER 12
Young Adults and Family Christmas Brunch (TBA)
December 13: Third Sunday in Advent
DECEMBER 13 – 20, 24-25
Luminaries Lit
DECEMBER 13
White Gift Dedication
December 20: Fourth Sunday in Advent
DECEMBER 20
Youth Group Gift Exchange
December 24: Christmas Eve
Sunday Worship Services will be held in the Sanctuary at 8:30 and 10:30 AM.
Reservations will be required to attend.
Online Worship Services will be posted as well.

www.scapc.org

Filling the Night with Music and Light
DINNER AND CHRISTMAS CAROLING EVENING
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 BETWEEN 5:00 AND 5:30 PM
Drive by the church to pick up a delicious dinner to go
as well as supplies to host an outdoor Christmas caroling evening!
On the Menu: Chicken Piccata and Noodles, Green Beans, Salad and Christmas Cookies
Singing will be led by members of our Chancel Choir via YouTube which can be broadcast through speakers.
Invite your friends and neighbors using the door hanger invitations provided.
Cost: $10/adult and $5/child under 12 (cash or checks payable to SCAPC with ‘WNO’ in memo line)
Place your order by Tuesday, December 1 at Noon. Pick up at the Library doors on State Street.
www.scapc.org/wno-to-go

Sunday School
SUNDAYS, DECEMBER 6, 13 AND 20
9:30 - 10:15 AM
ADULT CLASS:
Light of the World: A guide to Advent by Amy-Jill Levine.
Land Building Riverside Room
CHILDREN’S CLASSES
Land Building Lawn (or alternate location in case of weather issues)

Presbyterian Women's Christmas Service
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 | 6:00 PM IN THE SANCTUARY
Worship led by Michael Jinkins | Music by Steven Blackmon and Kameron Lopreore

Youth Group Gift Exchange
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
Each youth who signs up will be paired with another student for gift swapping.
Then on December 20 at an assigned time (between 11 AM and 4 PM),
each youth will meet his/her partner at a spot in Audubon Park.
(Youth Director Chris Hazlaris will match the students and designate their locations).
For their gifts, youth are encouraged to make something that matches their partner's likes.
If purchased, gifts must be less than $10.
Sign up by contacting Chris Hazlaris at chris@scapc.org.
Arrangements can be made if you wish to participate from out of town.

White Gift
Every year, SCAPC's White Gift tree is decorated with ornaments
that correspond to a child in need and his/her Christmas wish list.
Sarah Edgecombe, Ashley Hope, and Christina Carlisle have arranged a new way
for everyone to participate by moving the ornaments online!
There are gift requests for Raintree Children & Family Services,
New Orleans Women and Children's Shelter, Eden House, and St. Thomas Medical Clinic.
We are also requesting monetary donations for Okra Abbey, SCAPC Carrollton Camp, and STAIR.
The deadline to sign up for an ornament is Sunday, December 6.
The gifts will be dedicated during worship on Sunday, December 13.
Gifts may be dropped off at the church December 6-10 or brought to worship on the 13th.
White wrapping paper and boxes will be available at our WNO-to-go event on December 2.
www.scapc.org/white-gift

Luminary Memorials and Honorariums
This year, we will light luminaries in front of the church on the nights of December 13-20 and 24-25.
Each luminary can be purchased in honor or memory of a family member, friend, or even pet.
Acknowledgements for each memorial and honorarium will be included in the bulletins on
December 13, 20, and 24, as well as online and in Quatrefoil.
The cost is $15 per luminary. The deadline is Sunday, December 6. Purchase yours by filling out an order card
in the Sanctuary and place it, with your check attached, in the offering plate.
You can also order online via Paypal at:
www.scapc.org/luminaries

Send Us Your Pictures and Videos
This advent season, we are asking for your help in creating videos
that will help us embrace advent and our community spirit even while apart.
Ideas include pictures of your family Advent wreath, nativity scene, or favorite Christmas tradition!
Pictures can be sent by text to Michele (504-914-8980) or by email to michele@scapc.org.
MAKE A "PASS THE CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE" VIDEO:
We're going to recreate the lighting of the Christmas Eve candles from each of our homes.
Basic Instructions: start your video recording, with your right hand out of the frame.
Your lit candle should be out of the frame. Move the candle from your right hand to your left hand.
If additional people are with you, pass the light down the line.
The last person should move the candle out of the frame with their left hand.
When all the videos are spliced together, it will look like we've passed the light through the congregation.

Advent Food Drive
Hunger knows no season but for this season of advent,
we are asking you to help take the light of Christ out into the world by donating shelf stable foods.
We are collecting food for the Broadmoor Food Pantry,
which is a local community food bank that distributes food in our area.
Each week of advent we’ll be highlighting a different food item centered on the advent candle for the week.
Bring this and/or any other non-perishable items with you to church
and put in the collection bins any time between now and Christmas.
Week 1: HOPE
Canned Meat/Fish
Meat can be hard to come by if you are food insecure.
Canned meats provide an easily transportable protein source.
Week 2: PEACE
Soup
Soup is a complete and easy meal in one can which can bring peace for those worried about making a meal.
Week 3: JOY
Peanut Butter
Peanut butter is another important source of protein that can last quite a while, bringing joy to full bellies.
Week 4: LOVE
Box Mac and Cheese
Who doesn’t love boxed mac and cheese? It’s a simple side that kids and grownups love.
CHRISTMAS EVE
Baby Food
As we celebrate Jesus’ birth, we remember other babies in need.
Additional especially appreciated items include:
cereal, rice, pasta, canned fruit and vegetables, juice, diapers, and feminine supplies.
Drop off items in collection bins at the church any time during advent.
Items will be displayed as part of the Christmas Eve service.

Christmas Eve
STATIONS OF THE NATIVITY WALKING PROGRAM
5:00 - 6:00 PM
Members will be invited to follow the story of the nativity through the church, ending in the Sanctuary.
When leaving, members will be invited to make a luminary to add to the front of the church
and light a candle from the Christ Candle on the Advent Wreath.
Reservations will be made in 10-minute intervals
and small groups will proceed through the program which should take about 25 minutes.
If you and your family are interested in participating in the program as readers and characters,
please contact Michele Murphy at michele@scapc.org.
TRADITIONAL LESSONS & CAROLS SERVICE
Online Service | Details TBA

