ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost | November 16, 2025 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon, piano
**CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Avery Danner
We gather together to give thanks for all God can do within us and all that God can do without us.
Thanks be to God.
We give thanks for all for whom Christ lived and died, and all the ways Christ lives alongside us.
Thanks be to God.
For all the Spirit wants to get out of us and all the places the Spirit wants to send us,
Thanks be to God.
For this time and these people and this day the Lord has made,
Thanks be to God.
**PRAYER OF THE DAY
Good and gracious God, we ask your blessing on the day before us and the opportunity to sing your praises, say our prayers,
love our neighbors, and catch glimpses of your grace. Bring us to the day’s ending blessed for having shared the day’s beginning,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
t*HYMN 15 “All Creatures of Our God and King” LassT Uns ERFREUEN
L. All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing, Alleluial Alleluia!
O brother sun with golden beam, O sister moon with silver gleam,
Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluial Alleluia! Alleluial

2. O brother wind with clouds and rain, you nurture gifts of fruit and grain. Alleluia! Alleluia!
O sister water, flowing clear, make music for your Lord to hear,
Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluial

3. O brother fire, so warm and bright, chase off the shadows of the night. Alleluial Alleluial
Dear mother earth, who day by day unfolds such blessings on our way,
Sing praises! Alleluial Alleluia! Alleluial Alleluia! Alleluial

4. All who for love of God forgive, all who in pain or sorrow grieve, Alleluial Alleluial
Christ bears your burdens and your fears; so, even in the midst of tears,
Sing praises! Alleluial Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluial

5. And you, most gentle sister death, waiting to hush our final breath: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, fair is the night that leads us home.
Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluial

6. Osisters, brothers, take your part, and worship God with humble heart. Alleluia! Alleluial
All creatures, bless the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluial

*CALL TO CONFESSION Sarah Chancellor-Watson
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Lord, bring new life where we are worn and tired. Through the power of the risen Christ, bring new love where
we have turned hard-hearted. In the work of the Spirit, bring forgiveness where we feel hurt and where we have
wounded. Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer.

As forgiven sinners, may God bless us, may God keep us in the Spirit’s care, may Christ’s warm welcome shine in
our hearts, and the peace that passes all understanding prevail through this and every coming day. Amen.

(cont)



SILENT REFLECTION

KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)

tMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN
Children first grade and younger will gather for the Children’s Message on the playground.
Children second grade and older are invited to remain with their families.

*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)

*SERMON “Getting Heaven Into Us”
**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Apostles’ Creed” (unison, Hymnal, p. 35)
**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father”

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD'S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
*THE OFFERING
Offertory “The Lord Is My Shepherd” from Requiem

Blackmon

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

I[saiah 65:17-25
Chris Currie

GLORIA PATRI

Rutter

The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing. He shall feed me in a green pasture, and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.

He shall convert my soul and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness, for his name’s sake.

Yea, thou I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me: Thy rod and thy staff comfort me.
Thou shalt prepare a table for me against them that trouble me: Thou hast anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full.
But thy loving kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

The Chancel Choir
*Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
*Prayer of Dedication
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)

SENDING

**HYMN 800 “Sometimes A Light Surprises”

Orbp HUNDREDTH

SALLEY GARDENS

1. Sometimes a light surprises the child of God who sings; it is the Lord who rises with healing in his wings;
when comforts are declining, he grants the soul again a season of clear shining to cheer it after rain.

2. In holy contemplation we sweetly then pursue the theme of God’s salvation and find it ever new;

set free from present sorrow, we cheerfully can say, “Let the unknown tomorrow bring with it what it may”

3.. It can bring with it nothing but he will bear us through; who gives the lilies clothing will clothe his people, too;
beneath the spreading heavens no creature but is fed; and he who feeds the ravens will give his children bread.

4. Though vine nor fig tree neither their longed-for fruits should bear, though all the fields should wither,

nor flocks nor herds be there,

yet God the same abiding, his praise shall tune my voice; for while in him confiding, T cannot but rejoice.

**CHARGE AND BLESSING
*CHORAL RESPONSE “An Irish Blessing”
**VOLUNTARY

Blackmon



IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

TODAY'S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Mayson Buffington, Thomas Schulingkamp, and Wesley Simon; and for the 10:30
service are Rick Grubb (captain), Randy Evans, Jackie Derks, Russell Steele, Mimi Koch, Lisa Stahl, JoNell Quinton, and Lynn
Hoffman.

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Renee Peck and Kristin Rich. E - E
I

HOW TO SUBMIT PRAYER REQUESTS: Prayer requests can be submitted using the prayer cards at the entrance
to Frampton Fellowship Hall. Alternatively, they can be submitted using the code to the right (scapc.org/prayer) p=
or on the SCAPC app. E

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES - 9:30 AM - SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHGDL

First and Second Samuel | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | Phifer Library
During the reigns of Saul and David as recorded in First and Second Samuel, the people of Israel experience fear,
disappointment, heartache, and betrayal. The theme that weaves its way through these two books and into our lives is
the need to balance both the gift of life from God and the promise of God’s steadfast love with the ever-present human
temptation to take control and usurp God’s authority.

Lessons from the Lectionary | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | 2nd floor conference room | led by Caitlin Wallace-Rowland
Join us as we deep-dive into the lectionary scriptures of the day’s service. This discussion-based class uses commentaries
and other resources to guide us as we learn about the week’s text—reading it together, discussing what we think it
means, how we can connect it to our lives, and what we think God is calling us to do.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE WHITE GIFT TREE IS NOW UP IN THE CHAPEL HALLWAY! A host of ornaments have been hung, each with gift
requests for families in need from the St. Thomas Community Health Center, Raintree Children & Family Services, and the New
Orleans Women & Children’s Shelter (NOWCS). Please note that gifts for NOWCS should not be wrapped. If you are unable
to pick up an ornament, please consider bringing unwrapped gifts of the following: sports equipment, Foot Locker gift cards,
board games, or art supplies. These gifts will also be distributed to NOWCS. Please bring your gifts to be dedicated on Sunday,
December 7 during 10:30 a.m. worship.

FALL FOOD DRIVE: Join us as we support the Jefferson Presbyterian Church Food Bank helping families make ends meet in
this critical time of need. Please bring non-perishable food items to the shelf under the windows in the Phifer Library.

OUR WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT PROGRAM this week will be a Cake/Pie Walk! Cakes and pies can be dropped off to
Frampton Fellowship Hall during the day on Wednesday or can be brought to dinner that evening. Dinner will be served at 6
p-m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Children’s dismissal will take place at 6:20 and the program will follow at 6:25. The cost for
dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. We will have a special Thanksgiving menu including Thanksgiving Meat Surprise,
collard greens, mac and cheese, cornbread stuffing, and pecan pie a la mode. Make your dinner reservation on the SCAPC app
or at scapc.org/wno. Reservations close tomorrow at 5 p.m. or earlier if capacity is reached. Our pastor-led Bible study on
Ecclesiastes will meet at 5:15 p.m. in the Phifer Library. Young Adults & Families’ PINTS will meet at 6:45 in the Land Building.
Childcare is available until 8 p.m.

ANNUAL UPTOWN INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE: Join us at St. Charles Avenue Baptist Church this Thursday,
November 20, from 6-7 p.m. as we come together with our neighboring congregations in a spirit of gratitude and fellowship.
This is a wonderful opportunity to prepare for the upcoming holiday and to give thanks for all of the blessings in our lives.
Other participating congregations include Temple Sinai, Rayne Memorial United Methodist Church, St. Charles Avenue Baptist
Church, St. George’s Episcopal Church, Touro Synagogue, and Trinity Episcopal Church.

YAF FRIENDSGIVING POTLUCK: Join the Young Adults & Families for their annual Friendsgiving potluck celebration this
Saturday, November 22 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. in the Land Building! Sign up on the SCAPC app or at scapc.org/yaf to RSVP and tell
us what dish yow'll be bringing. This is always a fun event for the whole family with lively fellowship and our favorite holiday
dishes! Questions? Email Caitlin, caitlin@scapc.org.




ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT)

We are introducing a new YOUTH PARENT DISCUSSION GROUP for parents of 6th-12th grade students - PATH612 -
Parents Abiding Together in Hope. This group will have gatherings throughout the year during regularly scheduled youth group
programs. It will be a time to come together for fellowship, socializing, a meal, and discussion. Our first event will be held next
Sunday, November 23 from 5:00-7:30 p.m. in the Land Building. The topic - Using Social Media Responsibly - will be led by
Lexi Daly, Learning Innovation Coordinator and Reading Teacher at Trinity Episcopal School.

PRISON VISIT: Join us for a visit to the Elayne Hunt Correctional Center on Friday, December 5. This experience is a sacred
journey into the Louisiana incarcerations system, where we will be guided by our partner Matthew Pineda of the Parole Project
and the Frederick Douglass Project. Matthew’s program will follow a tight schedule with a quick tour of the facility led by the
Prison Chaplain, a visit to the veterans cell block, and a moderated small group conversation with incarcerated members in the
chapel. If you are interested in attending, please RSVP to Ashley@scapc.org as soon as possible. The deadline to reserve your
place is tomorrow. Ashley will email each attendee forms which must be filled out by Wednesday. This is a full-day event with a
late breakfast stop included at Cracker Barrel. We will meet at SCAPC at 8:30 a.m. and return at 5 p.m. We hope you can join us.

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PLAY: It’s time to get ready for Christmas 2025. We will present our Christmas Play in the
sanctuary on Wednesday, December 10 from 6:30 - 7:15 p.m. It is open to all students 3-years-old through 5th grade. Youth
group students (grades 6-12) may sign up as “stagehands”. The play is The Mysterious Animal and tells the story of Jesus’ birth
from the perspective of the animals in the barn. The message is that the creatures who share the barn with baby Jesus are
among the first to receive and understand the Good News of the gospel. For more information about rehearsals and to sign
up, contact Michele Murphy michele@scapc.org

CASSEROLES/MEALS FOR OUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE FOOD PANTRY NEEDED: With the holidays approaching
we are in need of casseroles/meals to help those in our congregation needing some extra care. You may drop off your labeled
items to the church freezer located in the kitchen. Should you need a container please reach out to Gail Kaliszeski at
gkaliszeski@cox.net or via text at 504-914-8308 and she will arrange to get you one.

EDEN CENTERS THANKSGIVING DINNER: Presbyterian Women and the SCAPC Congregation are asked
to support the Eden Centers for Health and Healing for their Thanksgiving feast on Tuesday, November 25. The
event has grown to include both of the Eden Centers’ houses and their outreach center, creating a much larger
feast for 150 people. Given this increase in size, we will be joining a few other churches in providing the meal.
Please scan the code at right (scapc.org/pw-eden) for details, and sign up to help where you can at this time when
so many need food and comfort. Volunteer help will also be needed at the event itself. Advanced food delivery
or monetary donations for those who will be travelling may be coordinated through Paige Morrison (pesmorrison@gmail.com).
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