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GATHERING
VOLUNTARY

"Highland Cathedral"
Robert Grubb, piper

Scottish trad.

PROCESSION		 Dave Grissett, Beadle*
*In early Scottish worship, the Beadle was responsible for keeping the Bible during the week and delivering
it to the pulpit each Sunday.
OPENING ANNOUNCEMENTS		

Michael Jinkins

CALL TO WORSHIP		
Louise Hutcheon
“O Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. Before the mountains were born or
you brought forth earth and world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”
PRAYER OF THE DAY		
In full consciousness of your might and power, we bow before you, O Lord. And in full consciousness of your
grace and mercy, we rise up to follow you. Grant unto us, as we worship you, an awareness of your fullness and
our emptiness, and of your openness and our tendency to close, that we may stand ready to love as you love.
Make of us willing creatures of your highest will, that we may be whom you created us to be, in and through the
Word who was incarnate in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen.
HYMN
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” *
St. Denio
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might:
thy justice, like mountains high soaring above; thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.
To all, life thou givest, to both great and small. In all life thou livest, the true life of all.
We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, then wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.
Thou reignest in glory, thou dwellest in light. Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight.
All praise we would render; O help us to see ‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

*The story was told to me by my senior colleague at the Beechgrove Church in Aberdeen, how Walter
Chalmers Smith (1824-1908), while still a student at the University of Aberdeen, went down to the North Sea
to pray one morning, and returned to his dwelling place with the beginning of this praise, a hymn that reflects
both the depth of the Scottish Reformation and the lively spirit of proclamation that became a hallmark of the
Free Church of Scotland.
CALL TO CONFESSION		
A thousand years in the sight of God are like a day that has passed, or a watch in the night. We are swept
away, like the grass clippings from the morning garden, we flourish but for a moment, and are gone forever.
Teach us, O God, to number our days, that we may know, that we may understand, that we last but for a moment, but you endure forever.

CONFESSION OF SIN (unison)
We strut upon life’s stage as though our turn would endure forever. We fool ourselves into
believing that we hold the power over life and death and eternity. We live as though we were the
center of all things, the master of all others. We bring ourselves before you today, O God, aware
that we are not gods. We confess our self-idolatry, subtle though it may be, innocent though it
may appear, vain as it so clearly is. Forgive us for fooling ourselves into discontent with our fate
as creatures, dependent upon you for life and breath. Teach us to be content, in the name of
Christ Jesus who thought that dwelling in our humanity was no shame. Amen.
SILENT REFLECTION
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
God is love. Can we hear this? Can we believe? God is merciful even in his justice. He wishes to restore
us to the full glory for which we were intended, to live fully human lives, in utter dependence upon him. Amen.

THE WORD
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE		

The Challenger Class

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION		
May we, O God, hear your Word through the words read and proclaimed. By the power of your Spirit, O
God, sort out the dross from the gold, that we may hear the truth that is true and may follow the way that is life.
Amen.
THE READING
Exodus 34:1-10
The Lord said to Moses, “Cut two tablets of stone like the former ones, and I will write on the tablets the
words that were on the former tablets, which you broke. Be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning
to Mount Sinai and present yourself there to me, on the top of the mountain. No one shall come up with you,
and do not let anyone be seen throughout all the mountain; and do not let flocks or herds graze in front of that
mountain.” So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the former ones; and he rose early in the morning and went
up on Mount Sinai, as the Lord had commanded him, and took in his hand the two tablets of stone. The Lord
descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name, “The Lord.” The Lord passed before him, and proclaimed,
“The Lord, the Lord,
a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,
keeping steadfast love for the thousandth generation,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin,
yet by no means clearing the guilty,
but visiting the iniquity of the parents
upon the children
and the children’s children,
to the third and the fourth generation.”
And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth, and worshiped. He said, “If now I have found favor in
your sight, O Lord, I pray, let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, pardon our iniquity and
our sin, and take us for your inheritance.”
He said: I hereby make a covenant. Before all your people I will perform marvels, such as have not been performed in all the earth or in any nation; and all the people among whom you live shall see the work of the Lord;
for it is an awesome thing that I will do with you.

SERMON

“A Scottish Frankenstein"

Michael Jinkins

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison, “The Apostle’s Creed”)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
GLORIA PATRI
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen.
RECOGNITION OF FIFTY-YEAR MEMBERS

†

Dave Grissett

OFFERING
Learn more about SCAPC's 2021 program year and submit your pledge at www.scapc.org/pledge.
OFFERTORY

" Forth in Thy Name I Go, O Lord"
Betsy Uschkrat, soprano; Steven Blackmon, piano

DOXOLOGY

Scottish trad.

Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING
HYMN
“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”*
My shepherd will supply my need; Jehovah is his name.
In pastures fresh he makes me feed, beside the living stream.
He brings my wandering spirit back when I forsake his ways,
and leads me, for his mercy’s sake, in paths of truth and grace.
When I walk through the shades of death your presence is my stay;
one word of your supporting breath drives all my fears away.
Your hand, in sight of all my foes, does still my table spread;
my cup with blessings overflows; your oil anoints my head.
The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days;
O may your house be my abode, and all my work be praise.
There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come;
no more a stranger, or a guest, but like a child at home.

Resignation

*This is likely the most familiar hymn today in all of Scotland simply because it is the hymn most people will
have heard at very least in a funeral service, which is the one service that most people in the country will have
attended at some time or the other. Even those with virtually no connection with the Kirk will recognize its lilting
phrases and comforting sentiment, but those who share the Reformed faith will hear much more, that comfort
which the world cannot give, which comes with the confidence that God is faithful and just, merciful and loving,
and that we can entrust all we are and all we love to him.
CHARGE AND BLESSING
CHORAL RESPONSE
		
VOLUNTARY

“A Scottis Bylssing”
Steven B. Blackmon

Blackmon/Willcox

"Amazing Grace"
Robert Grubb, piper

Scottish trad.

†scroll to next page for full list of 50-Year members

*Videography and photos by Steven B. Blackmon
The Louisiana tartan decorating our bulletin was designed by Joe McD.Campbell in 2001, for use by all those
with Louisiana affiliations. Blue for the sky, lakes, bayous, rivers, and waterways, green for agriculture and forests, white for rice, sugar cane, cotton, and the magnolias, black for petroleum and natural resources.

Our staff have worked diligently on the many details and protocols needed in order to establish
the safest environment possible for returning to onsite worship. There will be several protective
measures in place, and ONLINE RESERVATIONS will be required to ensure distanced seating
within our allowed capacity. We are not able to take phone reservations. The reservation sign-up
web page will be posted Monday at 8:00 AM. Check your inbox or go to www.scapc.org for details.
Online worship will continue to be posted.

