
	 gatheringgathering
•WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			   Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY	 “The Lamb”	 Hoiby
			  Tyler Smith, tenor
•*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)			   Caitlin Wallace-Rowland

For the joy of human company, friendly laughter, and conversations that change us,
Thank you, God.
For an active church and community that spans the ages and is home to all who gather,
Give us grateful hearts.
For the wonder of life and the joy of living and the decision of God to come among us,
Come, Holy Spirit. 

•*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Good and gracious God, we thank you for the beauty of the earth, for the joy of companionship, for the courage to live in your 

world as Christ’s disciples. In our worship, in our prayers, in sermon and sacrament, in beauty and in silence, may we find our 
voice, may we be nourished by your grace, and may we reflect your steadfast love and justice in our life together. Amen.  

•†*HYMN 14	 “For the Beauty of the Earth”	 Dix

1.	 For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,
	 for the love which from our birth over and around us lies.
	 Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

2. 	 For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night,
	 hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light:
	 Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

3. 	 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s delight,
	 for the mystic harmony linking sense to sound and sight:
	 Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

4.	 For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child,
	 friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild:
	 Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

5. 	 For thyself, best gift divine to the world so freely given;
	 for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven:
	 Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

•CALL TO CONFESSION 			   Ashley Brown	
•PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Merciful God, for the things we have done that we regret, forgive us. For the things we have failed to do that 
we regret, forgive us. For all the times we have acted without love, forgive us. For all the times we have reacted 
without thought, forgive us. For all the times, we have withdrawn care, forgive us. For all the times we have failed 
to forgive, forgive us. 

For hurtful words said and helpful words unsaid, for unfinished tasks and unfulfilled hopes, good and gracious 
God, forgive what we have been, amend what we are, and shape what we can still be, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE	 Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
•ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 		 the wordthe word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		   	 Psalm 121
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†MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN 			 
Children 1st grade and younger will gather for the Children’s Message on the playground.
Children 2nd  grade and older are invited to remain with their families.

•SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)			   Jeremiah 31:27-34		
•SERMON	 “Nevermore”	 Chris Currie
•*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: (from the Iona Community)			 

We believe in God, who conceived all that is created, God who fathers and mothers all people.
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s firstborn and only Lord of the earth.
He came down from both heaven and the womb of the virgin Mary;
He lived in solidarity with humankind, befriending, teaching, healing, and restoring;
He was denied and betrayed by his friends; and was done to death by the state.
He descended to the place of oblivion, rose to life again on the third day, and ascended to heaven where he sits 
at God’s right hand. 
This same Jesus will come again in glory to judge the living and dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, whose dynamic presence can make all things new. 
And we believe in the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

•*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
CUBA COMMISSIONING BLESSING AND CHARGE
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
•THE OFFERING

Offertory 	 “O Great God”	 Kauflin
	 O great God of highest heaven, occupy my lowly heart. Own it all, and reign supreme, conquer every rebel power.
	 Let no vice or sin remain that resists your holy war. You have loved and purchased me; make me yours forevermore.
	 I was blinded by my sin, had no ears to hear your voice; did not know your love within, had no taste for heaven’s joys.
	 Then your spirit gave me life, opened up your word to me, through the gospel of your son, gave me endless hope and peace.
	 Help me now to live a life that’s dependent on your grace. Keep my heart and guard my soul from the evils that I face.
	 You are worthy to be praised with my every thought and deed. O great God of highest heaven, glorify your name through me.
	 Patti Adams, piccolo; Chancel Choir
*Doxology, Hymn 606	 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	 Old Hundredth

*Prayer of Dedication
•SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)
	 				
			 			  sendingsending
•*HYMN 45	 “I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes”	 Dundee

1. 	 I to the hills will lift my eyes; from whence shall come my aid?
	 My help is from the Lord alone, who heaven and earth has made.

2.	 God will not let your foot be moved; your guardian never sleeps;
	 God’s watchful and unslumbering care protects and safely keeps.

3. 	 Your faithful keeper is the Lord, your shelter and your shade.
	 ‘Neath sun or moon, by day or night, you shall not be afraid.

4. 	 From evil, God will keep you safe, provide for all you need.
	 Your going out, your coming in, God will forever lead.

•*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*CHORAL RESPONSE	 “A Scottis’ Blyssing”	 Blackmon/Willcox
•*VOLUNTARY

•8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | †Latecomers seated



in today’s worshipin today’s worship

TODAY’S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Thomas Schulingkamp, Jeff Stricklin, Dave White, and Wesley Simon; and for the 
10:30 service are Laurie Young (captain), Nancy Jane and Charlie Carson, Stephanie Currie, Noah Hardie, Jane Rasi, Louise 
Schaefer, and Richard Seelman.

TODAY’S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Hardie Edgecombe and Beth Poe.
 
FOR FAMILIES: THE “PRAY GROUND” in the Phifer Library is set up for families looking for a child-friendly space to watch 
the service via livestream. Coloring sheets, puzzles, and books for children are there. Parents must remain with their children in 
the Pray Ground.  

sunday school for all agessunday school for all ages | 9:30 am | scapc.org/sunday-school | 9:30 am | scapc.org/sunday-school

ADULT CLASSES
First and Second Samuel | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | Phifer Library

During the reigns of Saul and David as recorded in First and Second Samuel, the people of Israel experience fear, 
disappointment, heartache, and betrayal. The theme that weaves its way through these two books and into our lives is 
the need to balance both the gift of life from God and the promise of God’s steadfast love with the ever-present human 
temptation to take control and usurp God’s authority. 

Lessons from the Lectionary | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | 2nd floor conference room | led by Caitlin Wallace-Rowland
Join us as we deep-dive into the lectionary scriptures of the day’s service. This discussion-based class uses commentaries 
and other resources to guide us as we learn about the week’s text—reading it together, discussing what we think it means, 
how we can connect it to our lives, and what we think God is calling us to do. 

Special Combined Class Next Week! | Oct. 26 | Frampton Fellowship Hall | led by Rev. Dr. William H. Willimon
“The Gifts of the Reformation: Thank God We’re Presbyterians”

Next Sunday, Selley Series speaker Rev. Dr. William H. Willimon of Cambridge University 
will preach at both services and lead an adult Sunday School class at 9:30 in Frampton Fellowship 
Hall. Willimon currently serves as Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry at Duke Divinity 
School. He has served as the bishop in the United Methodist Church, the dean of Duke Chapel 
and written over 70 books, including Resident Aliens with Stanley Hauerwas, Accidental Preacher: A Memoir; How Odd of God: 
Chosen for the Curious Vocation of Preaching; Who Lynched Willie Earl?: Preaching to Confront Racism; and Pastor: The Theology and 
Practice of Ordained Ministry.

We will incorporate worship elements from our denomination’s very beginnings, enjoy a rousing bagpiper procession, 
and recognize SCAPC’s 50+ year members. A reception will take place following the 10:30 service in the Land Building 

with scones, shortbread, and other Scottish treats to enjoy.

Please sign up to bring treats at scapc.org/heritage.

We encourage everyone to wear tartan!

Scottish Heritage Sunday
TARTANS! BAGPIPES! KILTS! 
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announcementsannouncements

It is not too late to SUBMIT YOUR 2026 PLEDGE: Our great thanks goes out to all who have pledged their support of SCAPC in 
2026, whose gifts were dedicated to God’s service last Sunday. If you have not yet pledged, you can visit scapc.org/pledge for details 
on the ministries your pledge dollars support within and beyond our congregation and make your pledge today. You may also pledge 
on the SCAPC app or by filling out a pledge card on the table at the entrance and placing it in the offering plate. All gifts are vital, 
and none are too small. 

Join us for the 40/50’S SAINTS WATCH PARTY TODAY! We’ll meet at Urban South (1645 Tchoupitoulas St.) for the Saints vs. 
Bears game which kicks off at noon. Families welcome!

Please SIGN UP TO BRING TREATS for our Scottish Heritage reception next Sunday! We are seeking volunteers to bring 
shortbread, oatmeal cookies, oatmeal lace cookies, mini scones, and mini lemon tarts. Sign up at scapc.org/heritage. If desired, 
you can find recipes on the sign-up form.

CALL FOR ADVENT DEVOTIONAL WRITERS & ARTISTS: This year we are centering our Advent Devotion on the Jesse Tree 
Symbols and Bible Stories. A Jesse Tree is a way of preparing for Advent by journeying through the stories on Jesus’s family tree. 
Each day of Advent, there will be a Bible story about someone in Jesus’s family and an ornament symbolizing their story. The tree 
will show us how, through many generations, God prepared for Jesus to be born. We need both devotion writers and artists to 
sign up for each day in Advent. Devotions should be about 300 words. Art of all kinds is welcome and can be newly or previously 
created. We just need a photo of the art to be included in the devotion book. Kids of all ages are encouraged to sign up as well! Visit 
our Advent page (scapc.org/advent) for details and to sign up. Email Katie@scapc.org with any questions.

OUR WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT PROGRAM this week will be our annual Scottish Heritage Celebration complete with dance 
lessons by Wendy Grubb! Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Children’s dismissal will take place at 
6:20 and the program will follow at 6:25. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the menu will be corned 
beef, mashed potatoes, boiled cabbage, honey butter glazed carrots, kale salad with apples and cheddar cheese, and Scottish 
shortbread. Make your dinner reservation on the SCAPC app or at scapc.org/wno. Reservations close tomorrow at 5 p.m. or earlier 
if capacity is reached. Our pastor-led Bible study on Ecclesiastes will meet at 5:15 p.m. in the Phifer Library. Young Adults & 
Families’ PINTS will meet at 6:45 in the Land Building. Childcare is available until 8 p.m.

TOILETRIES REQUESTED FOR RAINTREE: This month, Presbyterian Women are collecting donations of bath towels, washcloths, 
full-sized shampoo and conditioner, lotion, soap, toothpaste, and toothbrushes for the participants of Raintree Children and Family 
Services. Raintree brings hope, happiness, and healing to those in foster care, a group home, or those who have developmental delays 
or disabilities. Donations can be placed in the basket by the Chapel entrance.

ENGLAND/SCOTLAND PILGRIMAGE: Would you be interested in a travel pilgrimage in October of 2026? The pilgrimage, led 
by Chris Currie and Jim Wallace of Scotus Tours, would take place from London to Canterbury to the Holy City (Edinburgh), 
focusing on England’s cathedrals and Scotland’s Abbeys, sacred sites, and communities. Visits would include Westminster 
Abbey, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Canterbury Cathedral, York Cathedral, Durham Cathedral, the Holy Isle of Lindisfarne, Melrose 
Abbey, Dryburgh Abbey, Galashiels-Great Tapestry of Scotland, Edinburgh, and St. Giles. Please email pierce@scapc.org if you 
would like to be listed as a ‘person of interest.’ If 24 or more participants express interest, we will share a more detailed itinerary.

Join us for a special ADEN TRAINING PROGRAM designed for anyone who is around a person with dementia. You’ll learn tips on 
communicating and interacting with people with dementia; brain change and the five different types of dementia; what a typical day 
at Aden looks like and more.  Choose between Wednesday, October 22 or Wednesday, October 29 from noon - 2:30 p.m. in the Land 
Building. All are invited. No commitment to volunteering is required. RSVP to Marti McEnery or Kat Songy at aden@scapc.org.


