ST. CHARLES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
20th Sunday after Pentecost | Stewardship Dedication Sunday
	October 11, 2020

GATHERING
VOLUNTARY

"Air" from Suite in D
Steven B. Blackmon, organ

OPENING ANNOUNCEMENTS		

J. S. Bach

Sarah Chancellor-Watson

MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP		
Jenny Baldwin
Dedication of Offerings		
Sarah Chancellor-Watson
		
CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 99		
99
Jeff Young
“The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble. The Lord sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth
shake.”
PRAYER OF THE DAY		
Make us mindful, O Lord, of what we cannot see, for we are easily fooled by the vanities of this world. The
nations and their leaders pretend to be all-powerful. They threaten and cajole the people to pay homage to
them. They stand right before us clothed in the majesty of this realm. It is so easy for us to believe they deserve
total submission. Show us your glory, O God, that we may know what true greatness is. Show us your power, O
Lord, that we may understand. We have heard from long ago that you hold all things in your hand, unseen by
mortal eyes, that you reign everlastingly. Nations come and go, and empires are like the dust swirling in a desert
storm; Kings and all worldly powers live in their turn, but pass away, and are seen no more. But, you, O Lord, endures forever and ever. Make us mindful, today, that we may know what lasts, what deserves to endure. Amen.
HYMN
“Bless, O My Soul, the Living God”
Park Street
Bless, O my soul! the living God;
Bless, O my soul! the God of Grace;
Call home thy thoughts that rove abroad;
His favors claim thy highest praise:
Let all the powers within me join
Why should the wonders He hath wrought
In work and worship so divine,
Be lost in silence and forgot,
In work and worship so divine.
Be lost in silence and forgot?
‘Tis He, my soul! who sent His Son
To die for crimes which thou hast don:
He owns the ransom and forgives
The hourly follies of our lives,
The hourly follies of our lives.

Let the whole earth His power confess,
Let the whole earth adore His grace;
The Gentile with the Jew shall join
In work and worship so divine,
In work and worship so divine.

CALL TO CONFESSION		
Moses asked God to appear before him, a prayer so courageous one can hardly imagine making this request.
And when the Lord replied to Moses, his answer bewilders us still. A Pharaoh or an Emperor would have tried

to overwhelm a subject with force, with power, with worldly wealth and grandeur. But the Lord God, the Master
of the Universe, Creator of all Heaven and Earth says to Moses, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of
you.... I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and show compassion to whomever I choose.” In this assurance,
of the character of God, let us approach the throne of mercy.
CONFESSION OF SIN (unison)
It is not with fear and terror that we come unto you today, O God, but with humility and
hope. You created us in your image, the image of a love that gives without reservation; the image of a love that receives with gratitude; the image of a love that is life-giving to everyone,
however undeserving. It is your love, that makes us repent, not the threat of your punishment.
We long to live up to the image in whom we were made. And today, as we pray for your forgiveness, we pray also that you will kindle in our hearts the love that is our true self, hidden in
Christ. Amen.
SILENT CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The goodness of the Lord is from everlasting. The glory of the Lord is his compassion and mercy. As we
bow before the Lord most high, he hears our prayers, and he does assure us of his forgiveness. Rise, in the
knowledge that you are forgiven, and called forth to live in the Spirit of Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION		
That we may hear you speak through these words, open our ears O Lord. Amen.
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Exodus 33:12-23
Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let me know
whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’
Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your sight.
Consider too that this nation is your people.” He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”
And he said to him, “If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be known that I
have found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and
your people, from every people on the face of the earth.”
The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favor in my sight,
and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass
before you, and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious,
and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me
and live.” And the Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock; and while my
glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; then
I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.”
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW
Matthew 22:15-22
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, along
with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance
with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you

think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then
he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them,
“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When
they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.
SERMON

“The Mountain of the Lord"

Michael Jinkins

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison, “The Apostle’s Creed”)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
GLORIA PATRI
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen.
OFFERING: PLEDGES & PAYMENTS		
We hope that you will continue to support (in prayer, virtual presence and financially) our church’s many
ministries which continue during this time of pandemic.
LEARN MORE ABOUT SCAPC MINISTRIES & SUBMIT YOUR PLEDGE
WWW.SCAPC.ORG/PLEDGE.

OFFERTORY

"I Dedicate Myself to Thee"
Kameron Lopreore, tenor

DOXOLOGY

Turner

Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Loving God, you are steadfast, forever enfolding even when we cannot accept ourselves.
May your Spirit empower us to imitate you:
By receiving those who feel judged and rejected,
By walking alongside those who despair,
By encouraging those who tend to the broken,
By affirming those who labor in love.
We lift into your tender care those who bodies, minds, or spirits have been weakened or crushed.
We lift up to your compassionate grace those whose burdens, guilt, or fears seem too massive to bear.
We lift before your expansive mercy those whose hatred, rage, or vengeance cannot be contained.
Receive all these cares, loving God, and fill us with the light of Christ, through the work of your Spirit, as
we pray together the prayer that our Lord and Savior taught us…

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING
HYMN
“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; to his feet your tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore his praises sing:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the everlasting King.

Lauda Anima

Praise him for his grace and favor to his people in distress;
praise him still the same as ever, slow to chide, and swift to bless:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Glorious in his faithfulness.
Fatherlike, he tends and spares us; well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hands he gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Widely yet his mercy flows.
Angels, help us to adore him; you behold him face to face.
Sun and moon, bow down before him, dwellers all in time and space:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace.
CHARGE AND BLESSING
CHORAL RESPONSE
		
VOLUNTARY

“The Irish Blessing”
The SCAPC Virtual Chancel Choir

Blackmon

"Gavotte"
Steven B. Blackmon

Camidge

*Videography and photos by Steven B. Blackmon

The Sanctuary will reopen for services on November 1! Our staff have worked diligently on
the many details and protocols needed in order to establish the safest environment possible.
There will be several protective measures in place, and online reservations will be required to ensure distanced seating within our allowed capacity. Reservations will open on
the Monday preceding each Sunday service. Please watch your inbox for details.

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church

Scottish Heritage Sunday
October 25, 2020

Next Sunday we will celebrate our Presbyterian Scottish Heritage during morning worship
online. Incorporated in the service will be traditional Scottish elements including worshipers
in Highland Dress and bagpipe music. We will also recognize our 50-year SCAPC members.
Since we normally encourage all members to wear plaid to church for Scottish Heritage, we
hope you will continue this tradition at home and send us your photos (hallie@scapc.org) or
post on our Facebook page (@scapcnola)! Also check this week's Quatrefoil for a scrumptious shortbread recipe.

