ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Dedication Sunday | October 12,2025 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie
Moment for Stewardship (8:30 service) Stephanie November
Moment for Mission (10:30 service) Judy Matetzschk-Campbell, Austin Preshbyterian Theological Seminary

VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon, piano

**CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Caroline Schmidt (8:30) | Coleman Edwards (10:30)

Believing that God made and loves the world, We gather.

That it may be reshaped to fulfill God’s purpose, We hope.

To seek a wisdom deeper than our own opinions, We listen.

To be equipped this gathering for service and witness to Jesus Christ, We pray.

To build up the beloved community where all find their calling, We work.

Offering our gifts and dedicating our pledges, We give.

Lifting up our hearts and souls and voices, We worship.

**PRAYER OF THE DAY

Good and gracious God, you are the source of all that we have and you have called us to be responsible stewards of your good
gifts. Give us grateful hearts and an abiding awareness that all things come from you: our health, our incomes, our jobs, our talents,
and our generous impulses. As we worship together and as we dedicate our gifts for the ministry of your church, send your Spirit to
help us swim against the tides of materialism, envy, individualism, and greed in our culture. And move us, through the same Spirit,
to give as we have received from you—abundantly, generously, and joyfully, so that our ministry here may ever bear witness to your
unfailing grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

**HYMN 716 “God Whose Giving Knows No Ending” BEACH SPRING
*CALL TO CONFESSION Sarah Chancellor-Watson
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves; when our dreams have come true because we
have dreamed too little; when we arrive safely because we have sailed too close to shore. For trusting more in our
achievements and successes than in your grace and abundance, forgive us.

In light of your grace, may we better see our flaws and sins; and may we open wide our hands to receive your
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Deuteronomy 15:7-11
TMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN Miriam Hollar
*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
*SERMON “Inverse Self-Preservation” Chris Currie
**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from The Confession of 1967, Presbyterian Book of Confessions, 9.46, 9.17) Ashley Brown

The church calls every person to use our abilities, possessions, and the fruits of technology as gifts entrusted to us
by God for the maintance of our family and the advancement of the common welfare. The church encourages those
forces in human society that raise people’s hopes for better conditions and provides people with opportunity for a
decent living. A church that is indifferent to poverty, or evades responsibility in economic affairs, or is open to one
social class only, or expects gratitude for its beneficence, makes a mockery of reconciliation and offers no acceptable
worship to God.

Life is a gift to be received with gratitude and a task to be pursued with courage. Humanity is free to seek its life
within the purpose of God: to develop and protect resources of nature for the common welfare, to work for justice and
peace in society, and in other ways to use our creative powers for the fulfillment of human life.

**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GILORIA PATRI
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP Stephanie November
FPRESENTATION OF OFFERING AND DEDICATION OF PLEDGES
*THE OFFERING

Offertory “O Love” Hagenberg

O love that will not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee; I give thee back the life I owe, that in thy ocean depths its flow
may richer, fuller be. O joy that seeks me through the pain, O I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be.
The Chancel Choir
*Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Orp HUNDREDTH
*Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal, p. 35)
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service)

SENDING

**HYMN 711 “Lord of All Good” Touron
**CHARGE AND BLESSING

*CHORAL RESPONSE “An Irish Blessing” Blackmon
**VOLUNTARY

*8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | fLatecomers seated

$DEDICATION SUNDAY: This morning we dedicate to God’s service all of our 2026 Stewardship pledges. Scan this code =
or visit scapc.org/pledge for details on the ministries your pledge dollars support within and beyond our congregation. You
may submit your pledge on that page or by filling out a card in your pew and placing in the offering plate. A special donor =X
will match all new gifts received by today by pledgers under the age of 40. All gifts are vital, and none are too small.




IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

TODAY'S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Thomas Schulingkamp, Jeff Stricklin, Dave White, and Wesley Simon; and for the
10:30 service are Laurie Young (captain), Charlie and Nancy Jane Carson, Noah Hardie, Louise Schafer, and Richard Seelman.

TODAY'S ACOLYTES for the 10:30 service are Raven Breaux and Brady Kennedy.

TODAY’'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Kristin Guidry and Beth Poe.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Catherine Rea Vermeylen, Mr.
and Mrs. Edgar Matthew Rea, Jr., and Mr. Buddy Rea by Ann Rea, Lee Rea Manges, Lucie Rea Manges, and Matthew Rea.

FOR FAMILIES: THE “PRAY GROUND” in Frampton Fellowship Hall is set up for families looking for a child-friendly space
to watch the service via livestream. Coloring sheets, puzzles, and books for children are there. Parents must remain with their
children in the Pray Ground.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES | 9:30 AM | SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHQDL

ADULT CLASSES
First and Second Samuel | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | Phifer Library | recordings posted at scapc.org/sunday-school
During the reigns of Saul and David asrecorded in First and Second Samuel, the people of Israel experience fear, disappointment,
heartache, and betrayal. The theme that weaves its way through these two books and into our lives is the need to balance
both the gift of life from God and the promise of God’s steadfast love with the ever-present human temptation to take control
and usurp God’s authority.

Lessons from the Lectionary | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | 2nd floor conference room | led by Caitlin Wallace-Rowland

Join us as we deep-dive into the lectionary scriptures of the day’s service. This discussion-based class uses commentaries and
other resources to guide us as we learn about the week’s text—reading it together, discussing what we think it means, how
we can connect it to our lives, and what we think God is calling us to do.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please join us for our third annual BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS TONIGHT at 6 p.m. in the front yard of the Land Building. Bring
your pets—on a leash or in a crate/carrier/container—for a short worship service, a blessing, and light refreshments. For those pets
who do not travel well, a photo can be a good representative! Our offering will be donations of pet food to our local SPCA.

OUR WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT PROGRAM this week will be “A Visit from Austin Seminary.” Two representatives will talk to
us about seminary degrees and jobs in the field of ministry. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Children’s
dismissal will take place at 6:20 and the program will follow at 6:25. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On
the menu will be herb roasted pork loin, roasted garlic parmesan risotto, oven baked asparagus, chopped salad with chickpeas,
feta and avocado, and angel food cake. Make your dinner reservation on the SCAPC app or at scapc.org/wno. Reservations close
tomorrow at 5 p.m. or earlier if capacity is reached. Our pastor-led Bible study on Ecclesiastes will meet at 5:15 p.m. in the Phifer
Library. Young Adults & Families’ PINTS will meet at 6:45 in the Land Building. Childcare is available until 8 p.m.

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHAT SEMINARY WOULD LOOK LIKE? Perhaps you are in college discerning what is next
or you are considering a second career or post-retirement adventure? Two representatives from Austin Presbyterian Theological
Seminary will be present at SCAPC throughout this week, as well as at Wednesday Night Out (see above), and available for in-
person conversations to any who may be interested. If yowd like to set up a personal discernment conversation with our friends
from Austin Seminary, please contact Pierce Young at pierce@scapc.org.

It's that time again! Time for the 3RD ANNUAL PINTS CLASSIC TENNIS TOURNAMENT! Join us for this adults-only event
at the City Park Tennis Courts on Saturday, October 18 from 4-6 p.m. There is a suggested donation of $10 per player. We'll have
drinks and light snacks and head to Blue Oak to celebrate afterwards! RSVP at scapc.org/tennis or on the SCAPC app. Questions?
Please email Caitlin at caitlin@scapc.org.

Join us for the 40/50°S SAINTS WATCH PARTY! We'll meet on Sunday, October 19 at Urban South (1645 Tchoupitoulas St.) for
the Saints vs. Bears game which kicks off at noon. Families welcome!

This week, the SPIRITUALLY HUNGRY WOMEN'S GROUP will begin a study of The Book of Hope: A Survival Guide for Trying Times
by Jane Goodall. Weekly meetings are held on Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. in the Land Building. Questions? Please email Beth Poe at
bethpoe@tulane.edu.

Join us for a special ADEN TRAINING PROGRAM designed for anyone who is around a person with dementia. Yow'll learn tips on
communicating and interacting with people with dementia; brain change and the five different types of dementia; what a typical day
at Aden looks like and more. Choose between Wednesday, October 22 or Wednesday, October 29 from noon - 2:30 p.m. in the Land
Building. All are invited. No commitment to volunteering is required. RSVP to Marti McEnery or Kat Songy at aden@scapc.org.

THE CHALLENGER CLASS ANNUAL RETREAT will take place October 24-26 at Tickfaw State Park and is open to all 4th and
5th graders, regardless of church affiliations. Our theme this year is “Why Follow Jesus?”. We will leave from the church Friday at
5:00 p.m. and return Sunday morning. The cost is $120. Register at scapc.org/challenger-retreat or on the SCAPC app.

THE SAFETY AND SECURITY COMMITTEE is seeking to expand our SCAPC membership representation on the committee. Do
you have any experience or expertise in security matters or specialized input that would be enlightening due to your other roles
here at the church? Consider joining us as we plan for the safety of our congregation, school, staff, events, and buildings. For further
information, contact committee chair, Fric Holtzman, at eric.holtzman@uniti.com.




