
	 gatheringgathering
•GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			   Sarah Chancellor-Watson
	 Moment for Mission: Ben Morrison, Stewardship Committee (8:30 service)
VOLUNTARY	 “O Lord, Whose Mercies Numberless” from Saul	 Handel
		 	 O Lord, whose mercies numberless o’er all thy works prevail, though daily men thy laws transgress, thy patience cannot fail, no, cannot fail. 
	 		 If yet his sins be not too great, the busy fiend control, yet longer for repentance wait, and heal his wounded soul.
			  Claire del Valle, mezzo-soprano
•*CALL TO WORSHIP from Habakkuk 1 and 2, Isaiah 58		  	 Harriet Riley (8:30) | Lisa Eldredge (10:30)

The prophet said, “How long, O Lord, shall I cry for help? How long must I see the destruction and violence, strife and injustice 
that is before me?”
The Lord answered, “There is a vision for the appointed time. There is hope for the righteous who live by faith.”
The prophet said, “You shall cry for help, and the Lord will answer, “Here I am.””
The Lord has promised, “your ruins shall be rebuilt, you shall be called repairer of breech, the restorer of the 
streets you live in.”
In faith and in hope, let us worship God! 	

 •*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Faithful Lord, you are present with us in sorrow and in hope, in our joy and in our lament. Be present with us now. Give us the 

gift of faith to see where you have led us through the wilderness of our lives, so that we may put our trust in you to continue to guide 
our steps, to seek you in all that we do, and to never forget your steadfast love all the days of our lives. In the name of Jesus Christ 
our Savior we pray. Amen.

•†*HYMN 32	 “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”	 Ellacombe

•CALL TO CONFESSION 			   Ashley Brown
•PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Merciful God, you have called us to live in sincere faith and to endure hardships for the sake of the gospel. We 
confess that we do not come before you with a clear conscience. Our faith is clouded by sin and uncertainty. We 
shrink from your call to live sacrificially on behalf of others. Too quickly, we seek our own ease and comfort first. We 
confess that in our own lives, and in the church, we rely on our power rather than yours. Forgive us, we pray, for we 
are fractured and fearful disciples. Take away from us a spirit of cowardice, and restore to us the spirit of power rightly 
used, of love unconditionally offered, and of self-discipline gracefully lived. In your mercy, forgive us and increase our 
faith, that we may be faithful servants at your table and in our lives. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE	 Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
•ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 		 the wordthe word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		   	 Psalm 37:1-9
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM			   Michael Robert Carson Riess, III
	 Presentation			   Aimée and Michael Bell, Presenting Elders
	 Affirmation of Faith “The Apostles’ Creed” (unison, Hymnal p. 35)		  Vivienne Bowie, Junior Baptism Buddy
	 Questions to Parents
	 Baptism
	 Presentation and Prayer
†MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN			   Sarah Chancellor-Watson
•SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)			   Luke 17:5-10		
•SERMON	 “Mission Possible”	 Don Frampton
•*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Nicene Creed”			   Chris Currie

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. (cont.)
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

•*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
	 Moment for Mission: Ben Morrison, Stewardship Committee (10:30 service)
RECOGNITION OF RHINO MINISTRY (responsive)

God, we give you thanks for the efforts through this church in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, to help our community, to help 
our members, to help our neighbors recover and get back on their feet. Thanks be to God.
We thank you for those who volunteered, who came from across the country, those who served on work teams, and those who 
contributed their time and resources. Thanks be to God.
We thank you for the ways this outward focus changed this congregation to more deeply engage our community, love our 
neighbors, and impact this world for Christ’s sake. Thanks be to God.
We thank you that RHINO lives on welcoming congregations and youth to continue to share in service and outreach for the sake 
of our greater community. Thanks be to God.
May we continue to use our gifts and resources, our time and love, to impact our world for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

•THE OFFERING
Offertory Anthem	 “My Song in the Night”	 Sheppherd

O Jesus, my Savior, my song in the night, come to us with thy tender love, my soul’s delight. 
Unto thee, O Lord, in affliction I call, my comfort by day and my song in the night.

O why should I wander an alien from thee, or cry in the desert thy face to see.
My comfort and joy, my soul’s delight. O Jesus, my Savior, my song in the night.

Nearer, still nearer, close to thy heart, draw me, my Savior, so precious thou art!
Fold me, oh, fold me close to thy breast.  Shelter me safe in that haven of rest;

	 The Chancel Choir
•SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER§

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer (unison, Hymnal p. 35)
	 The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Prayer after Communion

	 					   					  

			 			  sendingsending
•*HYMN 691	 “Lord, When I Came into This Life”	 Land of Rest

•*CHARGE AND BLESSING
From where we are to where you need us,
Jesus, now lead on. 
From the security of what we know to the adventure of what you will reveal, 
Jesus, now lead on. 
To refashion and rebuild the fabric of this world until it resembles the shape of your kingdom, 
Jesus, now lead on. 
Because good things have been prepared for those who love God, 
Jesus, now lead on. 

*CHORAL RESPONSE	 “A Scottis Blyssing”	 Blackmon/Willcox
•*VOLUNTARY

§Today, as we gather around the table, we mark WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY with Christians around the world, remembering 
the ways that Christ binds us together as his body, shattering all divisions of nationality, geography, race, and ethnicity. We are 
also mindful of the many people from across the globe who answered the call for help in our time of need – from prayers, to funds, 
to labor and skills, to donations of essential supplies. We are grateful for our global neighbors who have taken part in helping us 
rebuild New Orleans in the past 20 years and for showing us the face of Christ.

THE COMMUNION CUP, PITCHER, AND PLATE on the table today were crafted by Christina Carlisle, to the glory of God and in 
honor of this occasion of RHINO’s 20th birthday.

•8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | †Latecomers seated



in today’s worshipin today’s worship
TODAY’S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Thomas Schulingkamp, Wesley Simon, Jeff Stricklin, and Dave White; and for the 10:30 
service are Laurie Young (captain), Charlie and Nancy Jane Carson, Louise Schaefer, Noah Hardie, and Richard Seelman. 

TODAY’S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Jonell Quinton and Carol Staiano.

TODAY’S ACOLYTES are Laurel and Lilla Rowland.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Palmer, Sr., 
Elizabeth Hunt Palmer, Richard Parke Ellis, Sr. and Joan Gillis Ellis Inman by Nancy and Parke Ellis, Betsy and Steve Clement, and 
Meg and Stephen Chernekoff.

THE NURSERY for ages 0-3 is open 8:15-11:45 a.m. in the Bear Classroom which is the corner classroom on the first floor.

The Sacrament of Baptism
is being administered today to

michael robert carson riess, iii,
son of Michael Robert Carson Riess, Jr.

and Leighton Bell Riess,
grandson of Aimée and Michael Bell.

“You shall open wide your hand to your brother and sister, 
to the needy and the poor in your land.” - Deuteronomy 15:11

make your 2026 pledge:
scapc.org/pledge or scan code

sunday school for all agessunday school for all ages | 9:30 am | scapc.org/sunday-school | 9:30 am | scapc.org/sunday-school

First and Second Samuel | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | Phifer Library | recordings posted at scapc.org/sunday-school
During the reigns of Saul and David as recorded in First and Second Samuel, the people of Israel experience fear, disappointment, 
heartache, and betrayal. The theme that weaves its way through these two books and into our lives is the need to balance 
both the gift of life from God and the promise of God’s steadfast love with the ever-present human temptation to take control 
and usurp God’s authority. This class uses the Interpretation Bible Studies series which offers solid biblical content in a 
creative study format. Through dynamic, flexible, and user-friendly resources, it makes deep biblical insight available to all.

Lessons from the Lectionary | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | 2nd floor conference room | led by Caitlin Wallace-Rowland
Join us as we deep-dive into the lectionary scriptures of the day’s service. This discussion-based class will use commentaries 
and other resources to guide us as we learn about the week’s text—reading it together, discussing what we think it means, 
how we can connect it to our lives, and what we think God is calling us to do. Together we will add greater depth to our 
understanding of the scripture behind each week’s sermon. 



announcementsannouncements
HOME COMMUNION: Tomorrow and Tuesday, October 6 and 7, our pastors will be bringing home communion to those who 
are unable to attend worship. If you or someone you know would like home communion, please notify our parish associate, 
Miriam Hollar, at miriam@scapc.org.

MEALS TO STOCK OUR PANTRY STILL NEEDED: If you picked up a container from the Pantry Drive last month, please 
remember to return your prepared dish to the freezer in the kitchen.  We are in great need of meals to help those in our 
congregation needing some extra care.  If you’d like to pick up a container, please email Gail Kaliszeski at gkaliszeski@cox.net 
and she will arrange to get you one.  

OUR WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT PROGRAM this week will be “Presbyterian Jeopardy: It’s More Fun Than It Sounds!” Dinner 
will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Children’s dismissal will take place at 6:20 and the program will follow 
at 6:25. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the menu will be butter chicken, jasmine rice, naan, spicy 
green beans, minty yogurt, and no-bake chocolate peanut butter bars. Make your dinner reservation on the SCAPC app or at 
scapc.org/wno. Reservations close tomorrow at 5 p.m. or earlier if capacity is reached. Our pastor-led Bible study on Ecclesiastes 
will meet at 5:15 p.m. in the Phifer Library. Young Adults & Families’ PINTS will meet at 6:45 in the Land Building. Childcare is 
available until 8 p.m.

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHAT SEMINARY WOULD LOOK LIKE? Perhaps you are in college discerning what is next 
or you are considering a second career or post-retirement adventure? Two representatives from Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary will be present at SCAPC throughout the second week of October, and available for in-person conversations to any 
who may be interested to learn more about what theological education looks like. If you’d like to set up a personal discernment 
conversation with our friends from Austin Seminary, please contact Pierce Young at pierce@scapc.org.

THE SAFETY AND SECURITY COMMITTEE is seeking to expand our SCAPC membership representation on the committee. 
Do you have any experience or expertise in security matters or specialized input that would be enlightening due to your other 
roles here at the church? Consider joining us as we plan for the safety of our congregation, school, staff, events, and buildings. For 
further information, contact committee chair, Eric Holtzman, at eric.holtzman@uniti.com.

YOUNG ADULTS & FAMILIES PINTS: Join us over the next several weeks as we head into the Halloween and All-Saints 
season with a deep dive into dissecting our beliefs on the Afterlife, Heaven, Hell, Satan, and Sin. We’ll explore what we’ve grown 
up being taught about these topics, what the Bible and the Presbyterian Church say about them, and discuss our individual 
beliefs on each. PINTS meets Wednesday evenings, 6:45-8 p.m. in the Land Building and childcare is provided.

Please join us for our third annual BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS on Sunday, October 12 at 6 p.m. in the front yard of the Land 
Building. Bring your pets–on a leash or in a crate/carrier/container–for a short worship service, a blessing, and light refreshments. 
For those pets who do not travel well, a photo can be a good representative! Our offering will be donations of pet food to our local 
SPCA. Please RSVP to Pastor Sarah at sarah@scapc.org, no later than October 9. 

Join us for the ADEN PROGRAM TRAINING, no strings attached! The Aden program is offering two special training programs, 
and all are invited to attend.    During the training you’ll gain knowledge about Aden, what volunteers do, and discover the 
various ways to help.   Choose between Wednesday, October 22 or Wednesday, October 29 from noon-2:30 p.m. in the Land 
Building.  No commitment to volunteering is required to attend. If interested, please RSVP to Marti McEnery or Kat Songy at  
aden@scapc.org.

THE CHALLENGER CLASS ANNUAL RETREAT will take place October 24-26 at Tickfaw State Park and is open to all 4th 
and 5th graders, regardless of church affiliations. Our theme this year is “Why Follow Jesus?”. We will leave from the church 
Friday at 5:00 p.m. and return Sunday morning. The cost is $120.  Register at scapc.org/challenger-retreat or on the SCAPC app.

Come out and support the PROGRAM OF HOPE PUMPKIN PATCH at First Presbyterian Church on the corner of Jefferson 
and Claiborne Avenues. The patch is open daily through Halloween. Program of Hope is one of our community ministry partners. 
It is a homeless ministry at First Presbyterian Church staffed by volunteers from many churches in greater New Orleans. Every 
Wednesday, the program provides housing/shelter vouchers, bus tokens, lunches, hygiene items, clothing, counseling, prayer, 
worship, financial and volunteer support.

OUR SYMPATHY is extended to the family and friends of Auseklis Ozols who passed away on Wednesday, September 24. 
A service will be held this Thursday, October 9 at 11 a.m. in the sanctuary with visitation at 9:30 a.m. in the Bloomfield Room. 
Original artwork by Auseklis displayed at SCAPC includes the portraits of pastors Kenneth Phifer, Jim Carter, and Don 
Frampton, as well as “The Benediction” painting by the Chapel entrance.


