ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost | September 27, 2026 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie
*Moment for Stewardship (8:30 service) Gillian Egan
VOLUNTARY “i thank You God for most this amazing day” Forrest

i thank You God for most this amagzing day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything which is natural
which is infinite which is yes (i who have died am alive again today, and this is the sun’s birthday; this is the birthday of life and of love and wings:
and of the gay great happening illimitably earth) how should tasting touching hearing seeing breathing any—Tlifted from the no of all nothing—
human merely being doubt unimaginable You? (now the ears of my ears awake and now the eyes of my eyes are opened) - ¢. e. cummings
Meg Frazier, conductor; Steven Blackmon, piano; James Atwood, percussion
The Chancel Choir; String Quintet
**CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive, adapted from Hymn 641, “When In Our Music God is Glorified”) Peter Wilson, Sr.
We worship you, O God, Creator of seas and stars, of planets and people.
In our worship, let every instrument be tuned for praise!
We worship you, O Christ, child of the manger, sharing our weakness, meeting us where we least expect to find you.
Find us so that all rejoice who have a voice to raise!
We worship you, Holy Spirit, breath of the universe, burning our hearts within us,
May you give us the faith to sing always.
**PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord our God, we thank you for the gift of this community, the life together we share in Christ, and the special people you
place in our midst that enrich our lives. This day in particular, we thank you for your servants who seek through music and
the arts to deepen the praises offered by your people on earth. Grant us this day glimpses of your beauty in the music, voices,
and joyful noises of worship, and prepare us our whole life long to sing your praises forevermore, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
*+*HYMN 366 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” HyrrYDOL
*CALL TO CONFESSION
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
O Lord our God, we come into your presence with singing and into your courts with praise, and yet we also
come having failed at living as your disciples in the week just past. We have been overtaken by the anger and
brittleness of the world outside and have returned evil for evil, tit for tat, and given as good as we’ve gotten.
Once again, we pray, set us free from our captivity to grudging hearts, mean desires, and resentful spirits. Give
us courage to act with justice and generosity in the moments that await us. And draw us into a love that does
not calculate or keep scores; reflected most clearly in the life of Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray,
Amen.
SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD
*PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Exodus 17:1-7
TMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN Tyler Wheeler
*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Philippians 2:1-13
*SERMON “Running on Empty” Chris Currie
**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Apostles’ Creed” (unison, Hymnal, p. 35)

**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

SPECTAL PRESENTATION in honor of Steven Blackmon’s 40th anniversary at SCAPC Sydney Lawder and Chris Currie

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP Gillian Egan



*THE OFFERING
Offertory “Come Find His Rest” Dewar/Forrest
Come weary one, leave thy labors; come, lift thy head, see thy savior and friend. His arms are opened wide; O soul, be satisfied. Come find his rest.
Take his yoke upon thee, for he is gentle and lowly in heart. So learn from Christ the Lord, thy portion and reward.
Come find his rest. I heard the voice of Jesus say, come weary one...
Claire del Valle, soloist; The Chancel Choir
Congregation sing when cued:
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*Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Orp HUNDREDTH

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal, p. 35)
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)

SENDING

**HYMN 377 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” Houston
(first verse, women only) Patti Adams, flute; Karen Ray, cello

**CHARGE AND BLESSING

*CHORAL RESPONSE “A Scottis Blyssing” Blackmon/Willcox

**VOLUNTARY

*8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | fLatecomers seated
Joining us this morning:

Hannah Yim, violin; Gabriel Platica, violin; Valborg Gross, viola; Karen Ray, cello; Sam Shreves, bass
Patti Adams, flute; James Atwood, percussion

Today’s special music has been made possible by a gift from Wendi and Nathan Adams in honor of Steven Blackmon.



IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

TODAY’S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Mayson Buffington, Thomas Schulingkamp, and Wesley Simon; and for the 10:30 service
are Jeanie Clinton (captain), Kelly Gottsche, Luke and Catherine Lemoine, Kevin Murphy, Catherine Righy, Kathy Slater, and Beth
Wren.

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Lacy and Hardie Edgecombe.

TODAY'S ACOLYTES for the 10:30 service are Emilia Keene and Grace Smith.

THE FLIOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are lovingly given to the glory of God and in celebration of Auseklis Ozols and his deep love
of God’s creation (September 1940 — September 2025), by his family with peace and love.

THE FLOWERS IN FRAMPTON FELLOWSHIP HALT are given in honor of Steven Blackmon by Sydney and Ken Lawder on
behalf of the Search Committee who brought Steven to our church forty years ago: Bill Bell, Jim Carter, Debbie Hyslop, Sydney
Lawder, Ed Lindsey, Carol Maher, and Hank VanDyke.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE: Children four years old and older are encouraged to remain in the service with their families and
participate in the children’s message during the service. After the message, children first grade and younger may go with the sitters
to the playground for a time of play. Parents may pick up children after the service outside.

THE PRAY GROUND in the Phifer Library is a special place where families with children of any age can experience worship
together. There are toys, books, and puzzles provided to help kids stay engaged while the service is livestreamed to a large screen.
The Nursery is also opened for children ages 0 to 3 in the Bear Classroom located on the first floor corner.

Steven,

Hearty congratulations on this milestone of 40 years of service and music-making! I'm grateful for the many
times you’ve brought my music to life in your church and community, over the years, and on this special occasion.
May the fruits of your labors multiply both now and in the years to come.

Grace and peace to you-
Dan Forrest

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES - 9:30 AM - SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHODL

Class details and recordings: scapc.org/sunday-school or scapc app

Exploring the Spirits of Religion | September 13 - October 18 | Land Building Riverside | Led by Richard Ashmore
We will explore how, across time and space, human communities have identified “spirits” and linked (or not linked) to
“religion”. What might we learn from the diverse “religions” and their associated “spirits” Today’s topic is Middle East
(Abrahamic religions): From many gods to one God (Judaism), to one God with three parts (Christianity), to one God with
99 names (Islam). Recordings are posted at scapc.org/sunday-school.

The Whiteboard Bible | September 13 - November 22 | Second-floor conference room

Led by Michelle Baker, Sandra Jenkins, and Dawn Talbot

The Whiteboard Bible is created by Pastor G. Allen Jackson. It utilizes live-action whiteboard drawing video lessons to help
everyone gain a fundamental understanding of the narrative of the Bible. Volume 1: Creation to Kings

Youth Sunday School (Grades 6-12) meets in the Youth Room on the third floor.

The Challenger Class (Grades 4-5) meets on the second floor where students can explore their faith, ask questions, and begin
to verbalize what they believe.

Three-year-olds through Grade 3 gather by age group for classes that focus on hands-on learning on the second floor. They
are divided into three groups: three-year-olds through Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten through first grade, and second through
third grade. Children engage in Bible stories with lessons packed with activities, interactive games, and creative crafts.



CELEBRATING

TEVEN ¢BLAGKMON
40 YEARS OF DEDICATED & OUTSTANDING SERVICE
AS DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/ORGANIST

W
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FOLLOWING 10:30 WORSHIP ¢ FRAMPTON FELLOWSHIP HALL
CDELIGHTFUL CIRIBUTES - CDELIGIOUS ©IREATS C§> CDITTIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FALL CHURCHWIDE DAY OF SERVICE: This Saturday, October 3, people of all ages and abilities can find projects to join in
as we serve our local and global partners. Projects will take place both at the church and out in the community. We'll begin the
morning with breakfast and prayer at 8:30 a.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall before dispersing to our various worksites. Most
projects will wrap up by noon (if not sooner). Sign-ups and project details can be found at scapc.org/volunteer or on the SCAPC
app volunteer tile. You can also sign up following worship in Frampton Fellowship Hall this morning. Email Jonell Quinton at
missjonell@hotmail.com with any questions.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE PANTRY DRIVE: Help us stock our freezer with meals for those in our congregation needing some
extra care! Pick up an empty container this morning in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Fill the container with your favorite casserole or
soup during the week, then return your filled container to the church freezer on a weekday or next Sunday, October 4. Please clearly
label your container with its contents and date. We will have recipes available if you need them.

Check out the WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT webpage (scapc.org/wno) or the SCAPC app events tile for dinner reservations and
details on this week’s programming, including children’s choir practice at 5:30, supervised play at 6:10, and family dinner (line opens
at 5:45). The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the menu will be BBQ chicken, broccoli salad with bacon,
potato salad, corn on the cob, and sheet cake with chocolate frosting. Following dinner, programming for all ages will run 6:45-
7:30 and will include a pastor-led Bible study on “Christianity and Difficult Questions”, adult small groups PINTS and BREW, a
children’s drawing class led by Saskia Ozols, and a supervised student study hall.

OUR CONGRATULATIONS are extended to Hailey and William Barns on the birth of their daughter, Grace Becker Barns, who
was born on Wednesday, September 16. She is the granddaughter of Laurie and Walter Becker and the sister of John Barns.

FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP IS ALWAYS ABOUT
MORE THAN JUST MONEY, BUT NEVER LESS THAN THAT.

Making your 2027 pledge:

Fill out the pledge card in your pew, use the scapc app,
or visit scapc.org/pledge (code at right)

Please note that this year, all first time pledges will be matched by a special church donor.



