ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost | September 21,2025 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie

MOMENT FOR MISSION: Borderlands Experience Trip Rick Grubb (8:30) | John Koch (10:30)

VOLUNTARY “Prelude” J.S. Bach
Betsy Widhalm, piano

**CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Mayson Buffington

From the corners of the world, from the confusion of life, from the loneliness of our hearts,

Gather us, O God.

To sing your praises, to offer our prayers, to follow you,

Lead us, O Christ.

To feed our minds, to fire imaginations, to free our hearts,

Come, Holy Spirit.

**PRAYER OF THE DAY

Triune God, we give you thanks for the day fresh made. In our worship, bless us, heal us, and restore us. Set us on paths that
reflect your grace, bring us from darkness to light, and help us to choose hope over despair and cynicism. May our worship be a
healing balm, give us renewed purpose, and offer us a source of hope, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

T*HYMN 792 “There Is a Balm in Gilead” Barm 1N GILEAD
*CALL TO CONFESSION Ashley Brown
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Good and gracious God, by your grace you have given each one of us a calling, a purpose, and exactly what we
need to follow you in this world. Forgive us for resisting your call, for chasing after shiny purposelessness, and
for preferring the comforts of our familiar confines. Forgive us when we have been willing to be entertained by
religion, but not changed by your Spirit. Forgive us for using our faith to consolidate our position rather than build
up your community. Forgive us when our insular celebrations have left others with nothing to enjoy. Lord, have
mercy upon us.

By the power of your Spirit, do not leave us just as we are, but forgive what we have been, amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be, until we more closely conform to the image of Jesus Christ our Lord in whose name
we pray, Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
TMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN Jennie Wimbish
*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) 1 Timothy 2:1-7
*SERMON “God’s Will” Chris Currie
**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from the Iona Community) Sarah Chancellor-Watson

We believe in God, who conceived all that is created, God who fathers and mothers all people.
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s firstborn and only Lord of the earth.
He came down from both heaven and the womb of the virgin Mary;
He lived in solidarity with humankind, befriending, teaching, healing, and restoring;
He was denied and betrayed by his friends; and was done to death by the state.
He descended to the place of oblivion, rose to life again on the third day, and ascended to heaven where he sits
at God’s right hand.
This same Jesus will come again in glory to judge the living and dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, whose dynamic presence can make all things new.
And we believe in the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
*THE OFFERING
Offertory “Come Find His Rest” Dewar, arr. Forrest
Come, weary one, leave thy labors; come, lift thy head, see thy savior and friend. His arms are opened wide; O soul, be satisfied.
Come find his rest. Take his yoke upon thee, for he is gentle and lowly in heart. So learn from Christ the Lord, thy portion and reward.
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest; lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast.”
I came to Jesus as [ was, so weary, worn, and sad; I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad.
The Chancel Choir
*Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Orp HUNDREDTH
*Prayer of Dedication
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)

SENDING

T*HYMN 697 “Take My Life” HENDON
**CHARGE AND BLESSING

*CHORAL RESPONSE “An Irish Blessing” Blackmon
**VOLUNTARY “Praise Him, Praise Him!” Allen, arr. Hayes

*8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | {Latecomers seated



IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

TODAY'S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Jeff Stricklin, Wesley Simon, and Dave White; and for the 10:30 service are Jeanie
Clinton (captain), Kelly Gottsche, Catherine and Luke Lemoine, Catherine Rigby, and Kathy Slater.

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Beth Poe and Libbie Reiss.

TODAY'S ACOLYTES are Morgan Smith and William Thomas.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harvey
Bolton, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Edward Hassinger, and Mr. Robert Conery Hassinger by the Robert Conery Hassinger family.

THE NURSERY for ages 0-3 is open 8:15-11:45 a.m. in the Bear Classroom which is the corner classroom on the first floor.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES | 930 AM | SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHGDL

First and Second Samuel | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | Phifer Library | recordings posted at scapc.org/sunday-school

During the reigns of Saul and David as recorded in First and Second Samuel, the people of Israel experience fear,
disappointment, heartache, and betrayal. The compelling theme that weaves its way through these two books and into
our lives is the need to balance both the gift of life from God and the promise of God’s steadfast love with the ever-present
human temptation to take control and usurp God’s authority. This class uses the Interpretation Bible Studies series which
offers solid biblical content in a creative study format. Through dynamic, flexible, and user-friendly resources, it makes
deep biblical insight available to all.

Lessons from the Lectionary | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | 2nd floor conference room | led by Caitlin Wallace-Rowland

Join us as we deep-dive into the lectionary scriptures of the day’s service. This discussion-based class will use commentaries
and other resources to guide us as we learn about the week’s text—reading it together, discussing what we think it means,
how we can connect it to our lives, and what we think God is calling us to do. Together we will add greater depth to our
understanding of the scripture behind each week’s sermon.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CELEBRATING DONALD TODAY! Following 10:30 worship in Frampton Fellowship Hall, we will have a special
reception honoring Donald Jefferson’s 30 years as SCAPC sexton! Join us for refreshments, cake, and a celebratory
presentation with Donald and his family. =)

OUR WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT PROGRAM this week will be “Learning About Brain Change” with Kasey Bealer and
SCAPC’s Aden Program for Elder Care. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Children’s dismissal will
take place at 6:20 and the program will follow at 6:25. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the menu
will be chicken and sausage jambalaya, roasted carrots, boiled corn, garden salad, French bread, and pecan pie a la mode. Make
your dinner reservation on the SCAPC app or at scapc.org/wno. Reservations close tomorrow at 5 p.m. or earlier if capacity is
reached. Our pastor-led Bible study on Ecclesiastes will meet at 5:15 p.m. in the Phifer Library. Young Adults & Families’ PINTS
will meet at 6:45 in the Land Building. All are welcome!

JOIN AN USHER TEAM! Serving as an usher is one of the most important and fun ways to volunteer for the church. In addition
to greeting everyone as they gather for worship, ushers record attendance, pass offering plates, and assist congregants with
special needs. Each usher team serves two months of the year. Contact Geoff Snodgrass at gpsnodgrass@gmail.com to join a
team.

FALL CHURCHWIDE DAY OF SERVICE: On Saturday, October 4, people of all ages and abilities will find projects to join in
as we serve local and global neighbors. Projects will take place both at the church and out in the community. We'll begin the
morning with breakfast and prayer at 8:30 a.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall before dispersing to our various worksites. Most
projects will wrap up by noon (if not sooner). Sign-ups and project details can be found at scapc.org/volunteer. You can also sign
up following worship in Frampton Fellowship Hall this morning. Email Pastor Sarah at sarah@scapc.org with any questions.

Registrationisnow open forthe 2025 MEN'S RETREAT takingplace Friday-Saturday, October17-18in Pass Christian, Mississippi.
Our theme is “(Un)Mitigated Faith: The Promise and Peril of Technology and Faith”, led by Rev. Dr. Tony Sundermeier of First
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, GA. For details and registration, go to scapc.org/mens-retreat or the SCAPC app under events.
The retreat deadline is September 30.

AN EVENING OF HARMONY AT SCAPC: SCAPC is hosting “An Evening of Harmony” by Nocturne Quartet (known for
their contemporary approach to barbershop harmony), featuring NOLA Vox a capella ensemble and McKinley St. Function.
The performance will take place this Friday, September 26 at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary with a suggested donation of $10/person.
Prepare to be immersed in an evening of ringing chords and heartfelt song!

YAF POLO PARTY: Join us next Sunday, September 28, from 4-6 p.m. at the Land Building for a POLO (Parents of Little Ones)
Party! This event is geared towards families with children aged three and younger (siblings welcome). Come and chat with other
families on the same parenting journey while the little ones play! Questions? Email Caitlin at caitlin@scapc.org.

There will be a CONGREGATIONAL MEETING next Sunday, September 28, following 10:30 worship in the Sanctuary for the
purpose of electing elder Sally Wimberly to fill an unexpired Session term.
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