
	 gatheringgathering
•GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			   Sarah Chancellor-Watson
VOLUNTARY	 “Guardian Angels, Oh Protect Me” from The Triumph of Time and Truth	 Handel
			  Guardian angels, oh, protect me, and in virtue’s path direct me, while resigned to Heav’n above. 
			  Let no more this world deceive me, nor let idle passions grieve me, strong in faith, in hope, in love.
			  Betsy Uschkrat, soprano; Persis Randolph, oboe; Steven Blackmon, piano
•*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)			   Blair Foss

Rejoice with me, people of God.
God has gathered us in from the wilderness.
Rejoice with me, people of God.
God has swept away the darkness of the night.
Rejoice with me, people of God. 
Today, there is joy in the presence of the angels.

•*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Merciful Lord, in Christ we see the lengths and depths to which you go to save us. Help us to see that no one is ever truly lost 

to you. Make us glad in our salvation, so that we may share in the celebration in heaven over the redemption of the lost, and share 
this good news with friends and neighbors and with all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

•†*HYMN 305	 “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!”	 Darwall’s 148th

•CALL TO CONFESSION 			   Chris Currie	
•PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy, blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that 
you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. You desire truth in the inward being; 
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit 
within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the 
joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your 
praise. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE	 Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
•ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 		 the wordthe word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		   	 1 Timothy 1:12-17
†MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN			   Michele Murphy		
	 Presentation of Fourth Grade Bibles
•SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)			   Luke 15:1-10		
•SERMON	 “Cause for Celebration”	 Sarah Chancellor-Watson
•*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from The Confession of 1967			 

In Jesus of Nazareth true humanity was realized once for all. Jesus, a Palestinian Jew, lived among his own 
people and shared their needs, temptations, joys, and sorrows. He expressed the love of God in word and deed and 
became a brother to all kinds of sinful people. But his complete obedience led him into conflict with his people. 
His life and teaching judged their goodness, religious aspirations, and national hopes. Many rejected him and 
demanded his death. In giving himself freely for them he took upon himself the judgment under which all people 
stand convicted. God raised him from the dead, vindicating him as Messiah and Lord. The victim of sin became 
victor, and won the victory over sin and death for all people.

God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind. Human thought ascribes to God 
superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals his love in Jesus Christ by showing power in the 
form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful people. The power of God’s love 
in Christ to transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve 
the purpose of his love.	

(cont.)
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•*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
•THE OFFERING

Offertory 	 “Iam sol recedit”	 Gjeilo
	 As fades the glowing orb of day, to thee, great source of light, we pray.
	 To God the Father, and the Son, and Holy Spirit, three in one,
	 be endless glory, as before the world began, so evermore.
	 At early dawn, at close of day, to thee our vows we humbly pay. Amen.
	 The Chancel Choir; Persis Randolph, oboe
*Doxology, Hymn 606	 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	 Old Hundredth

*Prayer of Dedication
•SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)
	 				
			 			  sendingsending
•*HYMN 649	 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”	 Amazing Grace

•*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*CHORAL RESPONSE	 “A Scottis Blyssing”	 Blackmon/Willcox
•*VOLUNTARY

in today’s worshipin today’s worship

TODAY’S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Jeff Stricklin, Wesley Simon, and Dave White; and for the 10:30 service are Jeanie 
Clinton (captain), Kelly Gottsche, Catherine and Luke Lemoine, Catherine Rigby, and Kathy Slater. 

TODAY’S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Kristin Guidry and Kenn Kneipp.

TODAY’S ACOLYTES are Lillian Berger and Griffin Stagg.

FOURTH GRADERS RECEIVING THEIR BIBLES TODAY are Lillian Berger, Vivienne Bowie, Beanie Breaux, Porter Frampton, 
Alice Granade, Brady Kennedy, John Martin Roth, Morgan Smith, Quinn Smith, Griffin Stagg, and Jack Wilson.
 
THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Linda Knight Worley by Robert 
Bruce Worley, Ginny Worley Wirth, Dr. Knight Worley, Rob Worley, and the Wirth and Worley family members.

THE NURSERY for ages 0-3 is open 8:15-11:45 a.m. in the Bear Classroom which is the corner classroom on the first floor.

•8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | †Latecomers seated



sunday school for all ages begins today:  9:30 amsunday school for all ages begins today:  9:30 am

First and Second Samuel | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | Phifer Library | recordings posted at scapc.org/sunday-school
During the reigns of Saul and David as recorded in First and Second Samuel, the people of Israel experience fear, 
disappointment, heartache, and betrayal. The compelling theme that weaves its way through these two books and into 
our lives is the need to balance both the gift of life from God and the promise of God’s steadfast love with the ever-present 
human temptation to take control and usurp God’s authority. This class uses the Interpretation Bible Studies series which 
offers solid biblical content in a creative study format. Through dynamic, flexible, and user-friendly resources, it makes 
deep biblical insight available to all.

Lessons from the Lectionary | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | 2nd floor conference room | led by Caitlin Wallace-Rowland
Join us as we deep-dive into the lectionary scriptures of the day’s service. This discussion-based class will use commentaries 
and other resources to guide us as we learn about the week’s text—reading it together, discussing what we think it means, 
how we can connect it to our lives, and what we think God is calling us to do. Together we will add greater depth to our 
understanding of the scripture behind each week’s sermon. 

Youth Sunday School (grades 6-12) meets in the Youth Room on the 3rd floor.

The Challenger Class (grades 4-5) meets on the 2nd floor where students can explore their faith, ask questions, and begin 
to verbalize what they believe. This year’s class topics include Psalm 23, John Calvin, prayer and worship, and the Apostle’s 
Creed.

Three-year-olds through 3rd graders gather by age group for classes that focus on hands-on learning. They are divided 
into three groups: 3 years-PreK, Kindergarten-1st grade, and 2nd-3rd grade, all meeting in rooms on the 2nd floor. They 
engage in Bible stories through activities, interactive games, and creative crafts. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
5:15 p.m. - Pastor-Led Study on Ecclesiastes in Phifer Library

6:00 p.m. - Dinner in Frampton Fellowship Hall

6:20 p.m. - Children’s Dismissal*

6:25 p.m. - Special Program in Frampton Fellowship Hall

6:45 p.m. - YAF PINTS in the Land Building

*If not staying for the program, kids:

·  stay in Fellowship Hall until the dismissal time at 6:20 p.m. 

·  stay in the assigned area until a parent comes and signs them out. 

·  will not be allowed to arrive or leave unattended.

·  1st  grade and younger in Bear Room

·  2nd grade and older in Youth Room

DINNER COST & RESERVATIONS
$10 per adult | $5 per child under 12 | $25 per family

Reservations on SCAPC app or scapc.org/wno
Due Mondays at 5 p.m.!

THIS WEEK’S PROGRAM: SEPTEMBER 17
MEET THE YAV’S!

Come welcome this year’s Young Adult Volunteers 
who will be assisting with SCAPC’s 

RHINO (Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans) 
and the Aden Program for Elder Care!

On the Menu: 
Chicken Shawarma, falafel balls, hummus, taboli salad, 
homemade naan, roasted cauliflower, and rice pudding

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
September 21

Learning About Brain Change (Aden Program)
October 1

SCAPC Game of Life: Stewardship Edition
October 8

Presbyterian Jeopardy: It’s More Fun Than it Sounds!
October 15

A Visit from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary
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announcementsannouncements

SCAPC PASTORAL RESIDENT ASHLEY BROWN is guest preaching this morning at Covington Presbyterian Church.

DISASTER RESPONSE TEAM TRAINING TODAY: Join us in the Land Building following 10:30 a.m. worship today for a 
Disaster Response training session with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance National Coordinator, Kathy Lee-Cornell. Lunch 
and childcare will be provided! We’ll learn how we can best plan and respond to disasters here in New Orleans and beyond. 
Our RHINO (Rebuilding Hope In New Orleans) ministry is continuing its work by forming a new team that will train, plan, 
and coordinate our disaster response efforts from supply drives and distribution to volunteers and community aid. If you are 
interested in joining this team and/or coming to the training, email Pastor Sarah at sarah@scapc.org.

NEEDLE ARTS GROUP TODAY: Our new Needle Arts Group will meet today from 4-6 p.m. in the Phifer Library. If you enjoy 
crocheting, knitting, sewing, cross-stitching, or any other needle arts, come join us!

FIRST YOUTH GROUP TONIGHT: Youth Group kicks off tonight from 5:00-7:30 in the Youth Room on the third floor. All 
6th-12th graders are invited! 

YOUTH PARENTS WELCOME PARTY TONIGHT We’re having a Welcome Party for all parents of youth at 5 p.m. in the 
Land Building for drinks, dinner, and fellowship! This is a wonderful opportunity to meet other parents of kids in our ministry, 
to have meaningful conversation and a break from the busy-ness of life, and to start brainstorming how our families can support 
one another through the challenges of teen life. Visit scapc.org/youth or email chrishazlaris@scapc.org with any questions.

Please note the CONGREGATIONAL MEETING originally scheduled for today will take place on Sunday, September 28 
following 10:30 worship in the Sanctuary for the purpose of electing elder Sally Wimberly to fill an unexpired Session term.

CELEBRATING DONALD! Next Sunday, September 21, following 10:30 worship in Frampton Fellowship Hall, we will have a 
special reception honoring Donald Jefferson’s 30 years as SCAPC sexton!

JOIN AN USHER TEAM! Serving as an usher is one of the most important and fun ways to volunteer for the church. This role 
can involve anything from passing the offering plates, recording attendance, assisting congregants with special needs, and most 
importantly, greeting everyone as they gather for worship. Each usher team serves two months of the year. To join a team, 
contact Geoff Snodgrass at gpsnodgrass@gmail.com.

Registration is now open for the 2025 MEN’S RETREAT taking place Friday-Saturday, October 17-18 in Pass Christian, Mississippi. 
Our theme is “(Un)Mitigated Faith: The Promise and Peril of Technology and Faith”, led by Rev. Dr. Tony Sundermeier of First 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, GA. For details and registration, go to scapc.org/mens-retreat or the SCAPC app under events. 
The retreat deadline is September 30.

PROGRAM OF HOPE CLOTHING DRIVE: During the month of September, the Community Ministry Committee is collecting 
clothing for the Program of Hope homeless ministry. Specifically requested are adult clothing items and shoes (no suits or 
children’s clothing, please). There is a bin in Frampton Fellowship Hall where items can be deposited.

MEDICATION COLLECTION FOR CUBA: For the month of September, Presbyterian Women are collecting donations 
of pediatric and adult over-the-counter medications (with the exception of liquids and gummies) for our sister churches in 
Cardenas, Cuba. A SCAPC group will be travelling to Cuba next month to distribute these and other supplies to El Fuerte and 
Juan G. Hall Presbyterian Churches. There is a wicker donation basket by the Chapel entrance where donations can be placed.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN A SUPPER CLUB? These are monthly small group gatherings where participants 
can get to know each other better and share the fellowship of a simple meal. Let us know your availability and 
preferences by filling out the survey at scapc.org/supper-clubs or by scanning the code to the right and we will 
assign you to a group! Please fill out even if you participated in a supper club last year. The deadline is September 30.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S SIMPLE ELEGANCE EVENT: Ladies are encouraged to visit the PW Simple Elegance table in 
Frampton Fellowship Hall this morning to pick up your invitation and have an opportunity to register for the event, which takes 
place the evening of October 14 at the home of Jenny and Robb Vorhoff.


