ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost | September 13, 2026 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie

VOLUNTARY “In the Steppes of Central Asia” Borodin, arr. Syner
Steven Blackmon, organ

**CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Beth Poe (8:30) | Julie Nice (10:30)

God above us, in the goodness of creation, through trees and birds and stars and moonlight,
God above us.
God beneath us, ground of our being, through earth and rocks and rivers and roots,
God beneath us.
God beside us, pilgrimage companion, through seas and winds, city streets and care for neighbors,
God beside us,
God in and through us, in hope and tears and laughter, in love and wonder and forgiveness,
God in and through us,
God be above us, God be beneath us, God be beside us, and God be with us always,
Let us worship God.
**PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord our God, set your blessing upon us as we worship together. Remind us that our journey as a Christian community and
as followers of Jesus Christ is far from over. Gather us together at this milestone in our pilgrimage, shape us by your love and
the wideness of your grace, make us poor enough to ask for help, and better able to see those you have placed in our stead,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
+*HYMN 370 “This Is My Father’s World” TERRA BEATA
*CALL TO CONFESSION
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Before you, God, and in the presence of one another, we release anything we hold against you and against
our neighbors. We regret the harm we have done to one another and to your creation. We regret kind words
withheld and harmful words freely uttered. In your mercy, Lord, we ask for your restoration.
Through the ongoing work of your Holy Spirit, enable us to embrace the assurance that you remove our sins
from us, that you renew our lives, and that you enable us to grow in love. Take us as we are, O God, forgive what
we have been, and summon out what we shall be, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD
*PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Matthew 18:21-35
TMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN
(After the message, children first grade and younger may go with the sitters to the playground for a time of play.)

*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Genesis 50:15-21
*SERMON “God Redeemed It” Chris Currie
**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Apostles’ Creed” (unison, Hymnal, p. 35)

**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
*THE OFFERING

Offertory “Down in the River to Pray” Traditional, arr. Mennicke

As Iwent down in the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ol way, and who shall wear the robe and crown; Good Lord, show me the way!
Oh, sisters/brothers/fathers/mothers/sinners/children, let’s go down, come on down, down in the river to pray.
The Chancel Choir

*Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Orp HUNDREDTH

*Prayer of Dedication
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)



SENDING

**HYMN 800 “Sometimes a Light Surprises” SALLEY GARDENS
**CHARGE AND BLESSING

*CHORAL RESPONSE “An Irish Blessing” Blackmon
**VOLUNTARY

8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | fLatecomers seated
y

IN TODAY’S WORSHIP

TODAY'S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Mayson Buffington and Wesley Simon; and for the 10:30 service are Jeanie Clinton
(captain), Kelly Gottsche, Luke and Catherine Lemoine, Kevin Murphy, Catherine Rigby, Kathy Slater, and Beth Wren.

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Hans Jonassen, Jill Nalty, and Michael O’Keefe.

TODAY'S ACOLYTES for the 10:30 service are Grant Cunningham and Brady Kennedy.

Children 2nd-5th grade are invited to sign up to acolyte during the 10:30 service. Responsibilities include lighting
the candles on the communion table, assisting the ushers in collecting the offering, and collecting the friendship pads
after the service. Sign up by scanning the code at left.

CHIILDREN'S MESSAGE: Children four years old and older are encouraged to remain in the service with their families and
participate in the children’s message during the service. After the message, children first grade and younger may go with the sitters
to the playground for a time of play. Parents may pick up children after the service outside.

FOR YOUNG CHIIDREN DURING WORSHIP: The Pray Ground in the Phifer Library is a special place where families with
children of any age can experience worship together. There are toys, books, and puzzles provided to help kids stay engaged while
the service is livestreamed to a large screen. The Nursery is also opened for children ages O to 3 in the Bear Classroom located on the
first floor corner.

THE FIOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Linda Knight Worley by Robert
Bruce Worley, Ginny Worley Wirth, Dr. Knight Worley, Rob Worley, and the Wirth and Worley family members.

TODAY'S REFRESHMENTS IN FRAMPTON FELTOWSHIP HALL have been provided by Lorrie Powel.
If you wish to provide refreshments on an upcoming Sunday, please sign up at scapc.org/volunteer (code at
right) or on the SCAPC app.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES BEGINS TODAY: 9:30 AM

Class details and recordings: scapc.org/sunday-school or scapc app

Exploring the Spirits of Religion | September 13 - October 18 | Land Building Riverside | Led by Richard Ashmore

We will explore how, across time and space, human communities have identified “spirits” (supernatural elements including,
but not limited to, supernatural beings) and linked (or not linked) to “religion” (broadly a system of belief and action
regarding how one should and should not behave and why). What might we learn from the diverse “religions” and their
associated “spirits™? Recordings will be posted at scapc.org/sunday-school.

The Whiteboard Bible | September 13 - November 22 | Second-floor conference room

Led by Michelle Baker, Sandra Jenkins, and Dawn Talbot

The Whiteboard Bible is created by Pastor G. Allen Jackson. It utilizes live-action whiteboard drawing video lessons to help
everyone gain a fundamental understanding of the narrative of the Bible. Volume 1: Creation to Kings

Youth Sunday School (Grades 6-12) meets in the Youth Room on the third floor.

The Challenger Class (Grades 4-5) meets in a special place on the second floor that is set up with sofas and chairs where
students can explore their faith, ask questions, and begin to verbalize what they believe.

Three-year-olds through Grade 3 gather by age group for classes that focus on hands-on learning. They are divided into three
groups: three-year-olds through Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten through first grade, and second through third grade. Children
engage in Bible stories with lessons packed with activities, interactive games, and creative crafts.



wednesday night oot

Schedule
5:30 - 6:00 p.m.
CHILDREN'S CHOIR PRACTICE
(3 years-5th grade)
register at scapc.org/childrens-choirs

5:45 - 6:30 p.m.
DINNER LINE OPENS
$10 per adult - $5 per child under 12 - $25 per family
This week’s menu:

Chicken cutlets with apple honey slaw, roasted
carrots with harissa vinaigrette, pearled couscous,
eggplant chickpea salad with olive dressing,
and honey cake
Dinner reservations are due Mondays at 5 p.m.

6:10 - 6:45 p.m.
SUPERVISED PLAY FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH
Playground & Youth Room

6:45 - 7:30 p.m.
Programming (see right)

Beginning September 16:

Adult Programming (6:45-7:30)
FALL STUDY
“Christianity and Difficult Questions”
Led by Chris Currie and Miriam Hollar | Phifer Library

YAF (YOUNG ADULTS & FAMILIES) PINTS
Presbyterians Imbibing in Necessary Theological Study
Led by Caitlin Wallace-Rowland
Land Building porch & Riverside Room

BREW
Biblical Reflection, Education & Wisdom
Led by Amy Kehlenbach, Christina Carlisle, & April Weiser
Land Building Lakeside Room

Children’s Programming (6:45-7:30)
Hands-on projects expressing different forms of art
Learning Center

Supervised student study hall
Second-floor conference room

ADULT STUDY GROUPS RESUMING

THE SPIRITUALLY HUNGRY WOMEN'S GROUP began a study of the book Why Religion: A Personal Story by Elaine Pagels last
week. Weekly meetings are held on Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. in the Land Building, and all are welcome. Questions? Email Beth Poe
at bethpoe@tulane.edu.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT PROGRAMMING takes place every week at 6:45 (following Wednesday Night Out supper at 5:45).
Programs include a pastor-led Bible study as well as PINTS and BREW. For details on each, see above.

THE THURSDAY THEOLOGY GROUP, led by Senior Pastor Chris Currie, began their weekly meetings last week at 12:15 p.m. in
the second-floor conference room and via Zoom. They are studying the book Dominion: How the Christian Revolution Remade the World by
Tom Holland. All are welcome! If you wish to join via Zoom, contact Miriam Hollar at miriam@scapc.org for the link.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S MONTHLY BIBLE CIRCLES begin with the Monday Lunch Circle tomorrow, September 14 at
11:30 a.m. in the Land Building and the Tuesday Evening Circle this Tuesday, September 15 at 5:45 in the Land Building. Circles
offer an environment in which faith is nurtured and growth takes place. This year’s study is United Through Christ: Bound to Each Other
by Rhonda Mawhood Lee. The lesson book ($15/each) and the 2026-2027 PW SCAPC Yearbook ($10/each) are available at the
PW table in Frampton Fellowship Hall this morning and at the Circle meetings. Please make checks out to “Presbyterian Women”.

NEW JOURNALING CLUB: As a follow-up to last winter’s spiritual journaling class, we will host a monthly journaling “club” on
the third Tuesday of each month at the Land Building at 6:00 p.m. We hope to create a holy space to gather for creative solitude and
community. Inspired by prompts from Suleika Jaouad’s The Book of Alchemy and other creative musings, this will be a place to write
and to relax. If you are interested, join us beginning this Tuesday, September 15 in the Land Building. Bring your favorite journal
and pen! For more information, contact Harriet Riley at hrileyl@mac.com.

THE CBD STUDY GROUP meets on Wednesdays at 8 a.m. beginning this Wednesday, September 16 at Bittersweet Confections,
725 Magazine Street. “CBD” stands for Central Business District where the group meets, and also for Christian Book Discussion,
which is what the group engages in. The group will be studying The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism by Timothy J. Keller. All
are welcome! Email Larry Hamric at 1. m.hamric@att.net with any questions.

THE PHIFER LIBRARY is now open on Monday mornings from 9 a.m. to noon. Special thanks go out to our new library volunteer,
Ruth Hickox! Be on the look-out for a monthly “Critics Corner” group. All ages are welcome.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

YAF SAINTS WATCH PARTY TODAY! Join the Young Adults and Families after worship (Noon) at Port Orleans, 4124
Tchoupitoulas Street, as we watch the New Orleans Saints take on the Detroit Lions. Questions? Email Caitlin Wallace-Rowland
at caitlin@scapc.org. For our full line-up of Fall events, visit scapc.org/yaf.

THE NEEDLE ARTS GROUP TODAY! The monthly Neelde Arts Group will meet from 4 to 6 p.m. in the Phifer Library (note
different location this month). If you enjoy crocheting, knitting, sewing, cross-stitching, or any other needle arts, come join us!

YOUTH GROUP WELCOME BACK POOL PARTY TODAY! Welcome to a new program year, all sixth through twelfth graders!
We will kick off with a pool party at 5 p.m. Please enter via the side doors on State Street directly across from the church. Email
Chris Hazlaris at chrishazlaris@scapc.org with any questions.

YOUTH PARENTS SOCIAL AND DINNER TODAY! All parents of sixth through twelfth graders are welcome to an evening of
fellowship and dinner from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. (concurrent with the Youth Group Pool Party) in the Land Building. Email Chris
Hazlaris at chrishazlaris@scapc.org with any questions.

CHILDREN'S CHOIRS begin rehearsals this Wednesday, September 16! Children’s Choir 1 (three-years through Kindergarten)
rehearses weekly on Wednesdays from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. in the Learning Center on the second floor. Children’s

Choir 2 (first through fifth grades) rehearses from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. in the choir room on the third floor. Register at E 155 E
scapc.org/childrens-choirs (or use code at right). .

2l
RINGERS BELL CHOIR (6TH-12TH GRADES) begin rehearsals next Sunday, September 20! The Ringers
rehearse weekly on Sundays following 10:30 worship for 30 minutes in the choir room on the third floor. Register E
at scapc.org/childrens-choirs (or use code at right).

YAF MEET-UP AT EMPORIUM ARCADE BAR: Join the Young Adults & Families at Emporium Arcade Bar on 2231 St. Claude
Avenue on Friday, September 18 at 7:30 p.m. to hang, play classic arcade games, pinball, foosball, air hockey, pool and more. Food,
beer, and cocktails will be available for purchase while we listen to DJ Rell. This event is for ages 21+. Questions? Email Caitlin
Wallace-Rowland at caitlin@scapc.org.

TULANE TAILGATE: On Saturday, September 26 we will have a Tailgate Party at 50 Audubon Boulevard two hours before kick-
off for the Tulane vs. Southern Mississippi football game. Check the SCAPC app or scapc.org/commonground for the game time.
Come pre-game at Paige and Chep Morrison’s home before we walk to Yulman Stadium to cheer on the Green Wave. All ages are
welcomed. The cost is $20/person and includes tailgate and game tickets. Email Michele at michele@scapc.org to RSVP and send a
check to the church or Venmo @michele-murphy-12 to reserve your spot.

MEDICATION COLLECTION FOR CUBA: For the month of September, Presbyterian Women are collecting donations of pediatric
and adult over-the-counter medications (with the exception of liquids and gummies) for our sister churches in Cardenas, Cuba.
There is a donation basket by the Chapel entrance where donations can be placed.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S SIMPLE ETEGANCE EVENT: Ladies are encouraged to visit the PW Simple Elegance table in
Frampton Fellowship Hall this morning to pick up your invitation to “Simple Elegance: An Evening Inspired by Art” which will
take place on Tuesday, October 13th.

OUR SYMPATHY is extended to the family and friends of Charlotte Hoggatt who passed away on Wednesday, September 2. A
memorial service will be held tomorrow, September 14 at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary with visitation at 9:30 a.m. in the Bloomfield
Room.

CELEBRATING

STEVEN ¢BLAGKMON

40 YEARS OF DEDICATED & OUTSTANDING SERVICE
AS DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/ORGANIST

RECEPTION
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
11:30 AM (FOLLOWING 10:30 WORSHIP)
FRAMPTON FELLOWSHIP HALL




