ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost | September 7, 2025 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon, piano
**CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Donna Davis
May God our Creator bless us and wrap us in love.
Come, Lord God.

May Christ inspire and challenge us toward justice and mercy.

Come, Lord Jesus.

May the Spirit fill our lives with courage and wisdom.

Come, Holy Spirit.

May the grace of Jesus Christ renew you, may the love of God enfold you, and may the communion of the Holy Spirit draw

you in and set you free.

Come, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!

**PRAYER OF THE DAY

For the day ahead, we give you thanks, O God. For the rest behind us, we give you thanks, O God. In our worship this day,
may your holy name be praised, may our minds be nourished, our souls be filled, and our hearts be lifted, so that we may be
equipped to offer others the life we have found in you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

o *HYMN 769 “For Everyone Born” For EVERYONE BorRN
*CALL TO CONFESSION Sarah Chancellor-Watson
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

O Lord our God, in the words of the psalmist, you search us and know us, you know our resting and our rising,
you discern our thoughts from afar. And yet, out of your grace, you invite us to bring to you all of who we are, our
best and our worst, our achievements and our failures, not so that we can be judged, but so we can better learn to
live by your grace and not by our own labors and efforts.

Forgive us, we pray, where we have been apathetic in our lives, forgetting that you call us to reflect your grace
in our own living. Forgive us where we have lived without joy, taking our lives and those around us for granted.
Forgive us where we have preferred despair and cynicism to hope, where we have hesitated to put our gifts to use
for the sake of your kingdom.

We ask that you forgive what we have been and increase our hope, dispel our apathy, inspire our imaginations,
and deepen our commitment until our lives more closely reflect our calling in Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name
we pray. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Psalm 139:1-18
TMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN Michele Murphy
COMMISSIONING OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION LEADERS

*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Luke 14:25-35
*SERMON “Risky Business” Chris Currie

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Nicene Creed” (unison)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(cont.)



**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
*THE OFFERING
Offertory “How Can I Keep from Singing?” arr. Culloton
My life flows on in endless song above Earth’s lamentation; I hear the real, though far off hymn that hails a new creation.
Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing. It sounds an echo in my soul; How can I keep from singing?
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to the rock I'm clinging. Since love is Lord of Heaven and Earth, how can I keep from singing?
What though the tempest round me roar, I hear the truth, it liveth. What though the darkness round me close, songs in the night it giveth.
The Chancel Choir
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal, page 35)
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Prayer after Communion

SENDING

**HYMN 28 “You Are Before Me, Lord” SursuM CORDA
**CHARGE AND BLESSING

*CHORAL RESPONSE “An Irish Blessing” Blackmon
**VOLUNTARY

*8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | tLatecomers seated

IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

TODAY'S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Jeff Stricklin, Wesley Simon, and Dave White; and for the 10:30 service are Jeanie
Clinton (captain), Kelly Gottsche, Catherine and Luke Lemoine, Catherine Rigby, and Kathy Slater.

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Sarah and Robert Edgecombe and for the 10:30 service are Cathy
Franklin, Allison and Griff Thomas, and Jennie Wimbish.

TODAY'S ACOLYTES are Reese and Alice Granade.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Andrew Elkins by Kate and
Gary Elkins.

THE NURSERY for ages 0-3 is open 8:15-11:45 a.m. in the Bear Classroom which is the corner classroom on the first floor.

Wednesday Night Out kicks off this week !

WEEKLY SCHEDULE COST & RESERVATIONS
5:15 p.m. - Pastor-Led Study on Ecclesiastes in Phifer Library $10 per adult | $5 per child under 12 | $25 per family
6:00 p.m. - Dinner in Frampton Fellowship Hall Reservations on SCAPC app or scapc.org/wno
6:20 - Children Dismissal* Due Mondays at 5 p.m.!

6:25 p.m. - Special Program in Frampton Fellowship Hall
6:45 p.m. - PINTS in the Land Building

THIS WEEK’S PROGRAM: SEPTEMBER 10
SCHOOL SPIRIT NIGHT!

Be sure to wear your team colors! BYO-Decorations
Menu: BBQ chicken, mac ‘n’ cheese, kale Caesar salad,

*This year, specific areas of the church will be available with staff
supervision for children who do not wish to attend the WNO special
program. If parents decide to utilize this option, children will remain in
Frampton Fellowship Hall until the dismissal time at 6:20 p.m. Children
must remdin in the assigned area until a parent comes and signs them out. watermelon, steamed broccoli with lemon,
Children will not be allowed to arrive or leave the areas unattended. The dinner rolls, brownies and ice cream
Bear Room/Playground will be open for children in Ist grade and younger.

The Youth Room will be open for children in 2nd grade and older.



SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES BEGINS TODAY: 9:30 AM

First and Second Samuel | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | Phifer Library | recordings posted at scapc.org/sunday-school

During the reigns of Saul and David as recorded in First and Second Samuel, the people of Israel experience fear,
disappointment, heartache, and betrayal. The compelling theme that weaves its way through these two books and into
our lives is the need to balance both the gift of life from God and the promise of God’s steadfast love with the ever-present
human temptation to take control and usurp God’s authority. This class uses the Interpretation Bible Studies series which
offers solid biblical content in a creative study format. Through dynamic, flexible, and user-friendly resources, it makes
deep biblical insight available to all.

Lessons from the Lectionary | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | 2nd floor conference room | led by Caitlin Wallace-Rowland

Joinus as we deep-dive into the lectionary scriptures of the day’s service. This discussion-based class will use commentaries
and other resources to guide us as we learn about the week’s text—reading it together, discussing what we think it means,
how we can connect it to our lives, and what we think God is calling us to do. Together we will add greater depth to our
understanding of the scripture behind each week’s sermon.

Youth Sunday School (grades 6-12) meets in the Youth Room on the 3rd floor.

The Challenger Class (grades 4-5) meets on the 2nd floor where students can explore their faith, ask questions, and begin
to verbalize what they believe. This year’s class topics include Psalm 23, John Calvin, Prayer and Worship, and the Apostle’s
Creed.

Three-year-olds through 3rd graders gather by age group for classes that focus on hands-on learning. They are divided
into three groups: 3 years-PreK, Kindergarten-1st grade, and 2nd-3rd grade, all meeting in rooms on the 2nd floor. They
engage in Bible stories through activities, interactive games, and creative crafts.

WEEKDAY STUDY GROUPS RESUMING THIS WEEK

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S MONTHLY BIBLE CIRCLES begin this week with the Monday Lunch Circle tomorrow at 11:30
am. in the Land Building and the Tuesday Evening Circle at 5:45 in the Land Building. Circles offer an environment in which
faith is nurtured and growth takes place. This year’s study is Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ by Rhashell D.
Hunter. The lesson book ($15/each) and the 2025-2026 PW SCAPC Yearbook ($10/each) are available in Frampton Fellowship
Hall today and at the Circle meetings. Please make checks out to “Presbyterian Women”.

THE CBD STUDY GROUP meets on Wednesdays at 8 a.m. at Bittersweet Confections, 725 Magazine Street. “CBD” stands for
Central Business District where the group meets, and also for Christian Book Discussion, which is what the group engages in.
The group has begun studying The Courage to Be by Paul Tillich. All are welcome! Email Larry Hamric at Lm.hamric@att.net with
any questions.

THE SPIRITUALLY HUNGRY WOMEN'S GROUP has begun a study of the book Welcoming the Unwelcome: Wholehearted Living in
a Brokenhearted World by Pema Chodron. Weekly meetings are held on Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. in the Land Building, and all are
welcome. Email Beth Poe at bethpoe@tulane.edu with any questions.

THE WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT PASTOR-LED STUDY will begin their study of the Book of Ecclesiastes this week. Ecclesiastes
challenges us not to spend our lives chasing after illusive vanities, but to relish and not take for granted the goodness of God’s
creation and the daily enjoyments of life. Study takes place at 5:15 p.m. in the Phifer Library each Wednesday, beginning this
week, followed by Wednesday Night Out dinner.

PINTS RETURNS: Join us on Wednesday evenings starting this Wednesday, September 10, from 6:45-8 p.m. in the Land
Building, following WNO dinner, as PINTS (Presbyterians Imbibing in Necessary Theological Study) returns for the year! We'll
have drinks and theological discussion — dissecting, sharing, and building our faith — and how it intersects with modern life.
Topics for this fall include: Gratitude, Prayer, Doubt, and a deep dive into our individual beliefs on Heaven, Hell, Afterlife, Satan,
and Sin. Childcare is provided. Questions? Email Caitlin at caitlin@scapc.org.

THE 40/50°S YAK, SNACK, & READ BOOK CILUB meets this Thursday, September 11, from 6:00-7:30 p.m. at the Garden
District Book Store in the Rink, 2727 Prytania Street. Join your fellow book lovers and enjoy snacks and a drink at the in-shop
Bar Epilogue! Our book is Fly Into the Wind by Lt. Colonel Dan Rooney. Prior reading is not required!




ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHILDREN'S CHOIRS AND YOUTH RINGERS begin rehearsals today! Children’s Choir 1 (3 years-Kindergarten) rehearses
from 11:45-12:15 in the Learning Center on the second floor. Children’s Choir 2 (1st-5th Grades) rehearses from 11:45-12:15 in the
choir room on the third floor. Ringers (6th-12th Grades) rehearse from 12:15-12:45 p.m. in the choir room on the third floor. For
details and to register, visit scapc.org/childrens-choirs.

YAFSAINTS WATCH PARTY: Join the Young Adults and Families today after 10:30 worship at Urban South (1645 Tchoupitoulas
St.) as we watch the New Orleans Saints take on the Arizona Cardinals. Questions? Email Caitlin at caitlin@scapc.org.

YOUTH GROUP WELCOME BACK POOL PARTY: Welcome to a new program year, all 6th-12th graders! We will kick off
with a pool party today at 4 p.m. at the home of Louellen and Darryl Berger, 6000 St. Charles Avenue across from the church.
Email Chris Hazlaris with any questions.

MEET LUKEKELLETT! Joinusin welcoming our new RHINO (Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans) Coordinator
Luke Kellett! He will also work with SCAPC’s Aden Program for Elder Care. Luke grew up in Cincinatti, Ohio
and is in his second year serving as a Young Adult Volunteer in New Orleans. He writes, “Over the past year,
I have been growing in faith, building community, and learning how to live out God’s call through service. I've
been blessed to help in many ways, from supporting local ministries to even lending a hand with the Dungeons
& Dragons group here. T also have a passion for photography, games, and sharing meals with others, and I
cherish the joy and support of my family.”

PROGRAM OF HOPE CLOTHING DRIVE: During the month of September, the Community Ministry Committee is collecting
clothing for the Program of Hope homeless ministry. Specifically requested are adult clothing items and shoes (no suits or
children’s clothing, please). There is a bin in Frampton Fellowship Hall where items can be deposited.

MEDICATION COLLECTION FOR CUBA: For the month of September, Presbyterian Women are collecting donations
of pediatric and adult over-the-counter medications (with the exception of liquids and gummies) for our sister churches in
Cardenas, Cuba. A SCAPC group will be travelling to Cuba next month to distribute these and other supplies to El Fuerte and
Juan G. Hall Presbyterian Churches. There is a wicker donation basket by the Chapel entrance where donations can be placed.

REBUILDING HOPE TRIP - TEXAS HILL COUNTRY: Join us November 5-9 as we help our neighbors recover from the recent
devastating flooding along the Guadelupe River in Central Texas. We'll be staying at Mo-Ranch and working in the surrounding
area. The cost for lodging, meals, and ground transportation is $600. Email Pastor Sarah at sarah@scapc.org for more information
or if you are interested in coming.

A BORDERLANDS EXPERIENCE TRIP will take place November 10-15 in McAllen, Texas, led by Caly Fernandez of the House
of Love and Justice. Come and learn more about migrants, the Rio Grande Valley community, and U.S. immigration policy from
the people who live and work along the border. We will also be engaging in service work, distributing food and other supplies to
migrant communities on both sides of the border. The cost is $550 and includes lodging, ground transportation, and food. Email
Pastor Sarah at sarah@scapc.org for more information or see Lorrie Powel in Frampton Fellowship Hall.

Please note that we will have a CONGREGATIONAL MEETING following 10:30 worship in the Sanctuary next Sunday for the
purpose of nominating Sally Wimberly to fill an unexpired Session position.

DISASTER RESPONSE TEAM TRAINING: Join us in the Land Building following 10:30 a.m. worship and the congregational
meeting next Sunday, September 14 for a Disaster Response training session with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance National
Coordinator, Kathy Lee-Cornell. Lunch and childcare will be provided! We'll learn how we can best plan and respond to disasters
here in New Orleans and beyond. Our RHINO (Rebuilding Hope In New Orleans) ministry is continuing its work by forming a
new team that will train, plan, and coordinate our disaster response efforts from supply drives and distribution to volunteers and
community aid. If you are interested in joining this team and/or coming to the training, email Pastor Sarah at sarah@scapc.org.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN A SUPPER CLUB? These are monthly small group gatherings where participants can get to know
each other better and share the fellowship of a simple meal. Let us know your availability and preferences by filling out the
survey at scapc.org/supper-clubs and we will assign you to a group! Please fill out even if you participated in a supper club last
year. The deadline is September 30.
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