ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost | August 31,2025 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING
*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Hazlaris
MOMENT FOR MISSION: NOLA Wesley/Labyrinth Café Campus Ministry Liv Thomas
VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon, piano
**CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Ashley Brown

God welcomes all, strangers and friends

God’s love is strong and it never ends

With joy and thanksgiving

Let us worship God!

**PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious and loving God, we gather in this place as cherished guests in your presence. In this time of worship may we glimpse
your kingdom, where all are regarded with value and equality. In Jesus you show us a way of humility and hospitality with power
to transform our world. Give us the grace to love those things that please you and the courage to live them to your glory. Amen.

+*HYMN 343 “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” GERMANY
*CALL TO CONFESSION
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Lord, all that we have is a gift from you, yet we do not live lives of gratitude. Instead of relying on you, the Lord
of Living Water, we prefer to dig wells ourselves that hold no water. We go after worthless things and our lives
have become meaningless. We ignore strangers and turn away from those in need. We seek honor for ourselves and
crowd out those who you have invited to share with us at your table of abundance. Forgive us our foolishness and
selfish desires. Restore us to you and one another. Help us to walk in your way of love. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
TMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN Stephanie Currie
*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Luke 14:1,7-14
*SERMON “Table Manners” Sarah Chancellor-Watson
**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A Brief Statement of Faith, PC(USA) Chris Currie

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship
and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to
the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and
binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the
gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human
pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life,
breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GILORIA PATRI
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)

*THE OFFERING
Offertory “The Storm Is Passing Over” Tindley, arr. Baker
O courage, my soul, and let us journey on, for tho’ the night is dark, it won’t be very long.
O thanks be to God, the morning light appears, and the storm is passing over, Hallelujah!
The Chancel Choir
*Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Orp HUNDREDTH
*Prayer of Dedication

*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)

SENDING
**HYMN 722 “Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak” CANONBURY
**CHARGE AND BLESSING
*CHORAL RESPONSE “A Scottis Blyssing” Blackmon/Willcox
**VOLUNTARY

*8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | {Latecomers seated



IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

TODAY'S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Jeff Stricklin, Wesley Simon, and Dave White; and for the 10:30 service are Nathan
Adams, Stephanie Currie, Roger Fleshman, Danny Franklin, Derrick Heyl, and Bebe Marchal.

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Hans Jonassen and Michael O’Keefe.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in honor of the New Orleans Saints by all the saints at
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church and Louise Schaefer.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME, COLLEGE STUDENTS! Today, SCAPC’s college-age worshippers are invited to meet up at Dat Dog (5030 Freret St.)
after 10:30 worship. Any and all of our local college students or college visitors are invited to this lunch to get to know one another
better and hear about the ministry opportunities offered to them this year, both at SCAPC and through our campus ministry
partners with Tulane and Loyola, NOLA Wesley. Learn more at scapc.org/college.

ZOOM WITH OUR GHANA FRIENDS TODAY: Today during the Sunday School hour from 9:30-10:15 am., we will host a
conversation with our friends and ministry partners in Senchi Ferry, Ghana. Join us in the Land Building Riverside Room to learn
more about the Gethsemane Presbyterian Church community, the Senchi Ferry Learning Center, and the Ghana Scholarship Fund
we support through our Global Ministry funds. Learn more about our Ghana ministry at scapc.org/ghana.

CHIIDREN'S CHOIRS AND YOUTH RINGERS begin rehearsals next Sunday, September 7! Children’s Choir 1 (3 years-
Kindergarten) rehearses from 11:45-12:15 in the Learning Center on the second floor. Children’s Choir 2 (Ist-5th Grades) rehearses
from 11:45-12:15 in the choir room on the third floor. Ringers (6th-12th Grades) rehearse from 12:15-12:45 p.m. in the choir room on
the third floor. For details and to register, visit our children’s/youth choirs webpage at scapc.org/childrens-choirs.

YAF SAINTS WATCH PARTY: Join the Young Adults and Families on Sunday, September 7 after worship (noon) at Urban South
(1645 Tchoupitoulas St) as we watch the New Orleans Saints take on the Arizona Cardinals. Questions? Email Caitlin at
caitlin@scapc.org.

THE 40/50°S YAK, SNACK, & READ BOOK CLUB meets next on Thursday, September 11 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. at the Garden
District Book Store in the Rink, 2727 Prytania Street. Join your fellow book lovers and enjoy snacks and a drink at the in-shop Bar
Epilogue! Our next book is Fly Into the Wind by Lt. Colonel Dan Rooney. Prior reading is not required!

REBUILDING HOPE TRIP - TEXAS HITL COUNTRY: Join us November 5-9 as we help our neighbors recover from the recent
devastating flooding along the Guadelupe River in Central Texas. We'll be staying at MoRanch and working in the surrounding
area. The cost for lodging, meals, and ground transportation is $600. Email Pastor Sarah at sarah@scapc.org for more information
or if you are interested in coming.

A BORDERT ANDS EXPERIENCE TRIP will take place November 10-15 in McAllen, Texas, led by Caly Fernandez of the House
of Love and Justice. Come and learn more about migrants, the Rio Grande Valley community, and U.S. immigration policy from
the people who live and work along the border. We will also be engaging in service work, distributing food and other supplies to
migrant communities on both sides of the border. The cost is $550 and includes lodging, ground transportation, and food. Email
Pastor Sarah at sarah@scapc.org for more information or if you are interested in coming.

OUR SYMPATHY is extended to the family and friends of Susan White who died on Friday, August 22. A service was held Friday
at Lakelawn Metairie Funeral Home.

OUR CONGRATULATIONS go out to Laura Mutter and Andrew Kwon on the birth of their daughter, Anna Alicia Kwon, who
arrived on Thursday, August 21.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES BEGINS NEXT WEEK: 9:30 AM

First and Second Samuel | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | Phifer Library | recordings posted at scapc.org/sunday-school

During the reigns of Saul and David as recorded in First and Second Samuel, the people of Israel experience fear,
disappointment, heartache, and betrayal. The compelling theme that weaves its way through these two books and into
our lives is the need to balance both the gift of life from God and the promise of God’s steadfast love with the ever-present
human temptation to take control and usurp God’s authority. This class uses the Interpretation Bible Studies series
which offers solid biblical content in a creative study format. Through dynamic, flexible, and user-friendly resources, it
makes deep biblical insight available to all.

Lessons from the Lectionary | Sept. 7 - Nov. 23 | 2nd floor conference room | led by Caitlin Wallace-Rowland

Join us as we deep-dive into the lectionary scriptures of the day’s service. This discussion-based class will use commentaries
and other resources to guide us as we learn about the week’s text—reading it together, discussing what we think it
means, how we can connect it to our lives, and what we think God is calling us to do. Together we will add greater depth
to our understanding of the scripture behind each week’s sermon.

Youth Sunday School (grades 6-12) meets in the Youth Room on the 3rd floor.

The Challenger Class (grades 4-5) meets in a special room on the 2nd floor that is set up with sofas and chairs where
students can explore their faith, ask questions, and begin to verbalize what they believe. This year’s class topics include
Psalm 23, John Calvin, Prayer and Worship, and the Apostle’s Creed.

Three-year-olds through 3rd graders gather by age group for classes that focus on hands-on learning. They are divided
into three groups: 3 years-PreK, Kindergarten-1st grade, and 2nd-3rd grade, all meeting in rooms on the 2nd floor. They
engage in Bible stories through activities, interactive games, and creative crafts.



