Voluntary

		

“Largo” from Trumpet Voluntary
Steven Blackmon, organ

Opening Announcements		

G AT H E R I N G

Call to Worship (responsive, from Psalm 105)

Goodwin

Sarah Chancellor-Watson

Georgia Christie

O give thanks to the Lord. Call upon his Name. Tell the people what things he has done.
O let our songs be of him. Let us praise him. And let our conversation be about his
wondrous works.
Let us rejoice in his holy Name. Let the heart of those who rejoice seek the Lord.
Seek the Lord and his strength. Seek his face evermore.

Prayer of the Day			
“I implore you,
you, good Jesus, that as in your mercy you have given me to drink in with delight the
words of your knowledge, so of your loving kindness you will also grant me one day to come to you,
the fountain of all wisdom, and to stand forever before your face. Amen”.
		
- Prayer of the Venerable Bede, late 7th century

Hymn

“The God of Abraham Praise”

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above,
the Ancient of Eternal Days, the God of love!
The Lord, the great I am, by earth and heaven confessed,
we bow before your holy name, forever blest.
Your spirit still flows free, high surging where it will.
In prophet’s word you spoke of old and you speak still.
Established is your law, and changeless it shall stand,
deep writ upon the human heart by your strong hand.
Your goodly land we seek, with peace and plenty blest,
a land of sacred liberty and Sabbath rest.
There milk and honey flow, and oil and wine abound,
and trees of life forever grow with mercy crowned.
You have eternal life implanted in the soul;
your love shall be our strength and stay, while ages roll.
We praise you, living God! We praise your holy name:
the first, the last, beyond all thought, and still the same!

Leoni

Call to Confession
“Seek the Lord,” says the psalmist, “seek his face forever.” And what is it to stand before the
face of God? It is to stand in the presence of that light from which nothing is hidden, bathed in
that grace that forgives even that sin of which we are unconscious, humbled by the judgment
that is love burning away all that impedes us from his likeness. Let us confess our sin in the presence of Almighty God.

Confession of Sin

		

(unison)
We are fragile creatures of dust, O Lord, frail, faulty, and fallen. We are restless,
as the Saint said, toiling, trying to prove ourselves worthy, chasing after things that
are not worth having, longing for rest. But when we stop, even for a moment, we find
ourselves haunted by things we have done, and by things we have avoided. What is it
to rest in you? What is it to sit in your presence? Can I risk my fragile being in the fiery
presence of your burning love? Give us (give me!) the courage to submit to your Spirit,
that we may be known in full, and fully forgiven. Amen.

G AT H E R I N G

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon		
“The Lord is our God. His judgments fill all the earth.” This is not a threat. It is the loving promise
of the God who longs to restore his creation to the fullness of his original intent. Trust and know:
You are forgiven, in the name of the Lord. Amen.

Still
A Moment of Prayerful Reflection
God goes, belonging to every riven thing he’s made
sing his being simply by being
the thing it is:
stone and tree and sky,
man who sees and sings and wonders why
God goes. Belonging, to every riven thing he’s made,
means a storm of peace.
Think of the atoms inside the stone.
Think of the man who sits alone
trying to will himself into a stillness when
God goes belonging. To every riven thing he’s made
there is given one shade
shaped exactly to the thing itself:
under the tree a darker tree;
under the man the only man to see
God goes belonging to every riven thing. He’s made
the things that bring him near,
made the mind that makes him go.
A part of what man knows,
apart from what man knows,
God goes belonging to every riven thing he’s made.
- from “Every Risen Thing” by Christian Wiman

Chris Hazlaris

Prayer for Illumination		
Your Word, O God, is a lamp unto our feet. By your light show us light that we may walk humbly
in your way. Amen.

The Old Testament Lesson

Exodus 3:1-15

THE WORD

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was
not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the
bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him
out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He
said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard
their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down
to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad
land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me;
I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring
my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to
Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the
sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall
worship God on this mountain.”
But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors
has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said
to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me
to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’:
This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.

Back to School Blessing		
Sermon

“Holy Ground”

Michele Murphy
Michael Jinkins

Affirmation of Faith

(unison, “The Apostle’s Creed”)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Gloria Patri

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Offering

We hope that you will continue to support (in prayer, virtual presence and financially)
our church’s many ministries which continue during this time of pandemic.

OFFERING PAYMENTS: CLICK HERE

Offertory

		

“Steal Away to Heaven”
Tyler Smith, tenor

Three Spirituals, arr. Hayes

Doxology

THE WORD

Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

Listening God, you heard the prayers of the Israelites, crying out for justice and deliverance. As
hurricanes and fires bring widespread destruction, a pandemic persists, political divisions deepen, racial injustice continues to rage, and economic anxieties weigh on us all, hear now our own
prayers for justice and deliverance.
God of the ages, your Spirit hovers over us and all our troubled world, intercede for us now
with sighs too deep for words. As we tend to our own wounds still healing from the trauma of Hurricane Katrina, our hearts turn toward our neighbors in western Louisiana and eastern Texas. Give
comfort and courage to those who are suffering. Give strength and skill to those who are working
to save and to heal. Give to them your peace that passes all understanding in these moments
of shock and sorrow, and open our eyes, hearts, and hands to the movements of the Spirit that
we might use the gifts you have given us to be a source of comfort and hope to our neighbors.
Almighty God, it feels as if we are lingering in the wilderness with threats all around us. We wonder when better days will come, when the public health crisis will abate, when the violence in
your world will come to an end, when your people’s suffering will cease. Ease our anxious minds,
encourage our trembling hearts, embolden our sometimes-struggling faith. As we make our way
to your holy mountain to worship, do not let us miss your angels along the way. Attune us to those
sights and sounds, those wonders and miracles, that you make manifest through ordinary bushes
and everyday bread.
As we attempt in this tumultuous time to love you and our neighbors with all our heart, soul,
mind and strength, clothe us with Christ, make of us a new creation in Christ, unite us in Christ until
Christ comes again and crying and mourning and death are no more. We look to you Lord, so
that we will not be afraid, and even in our fear we will seek to follow you and be faithful.
We pray all these things in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray
to you, saying:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn

“Deep in the Shadows of the Past”

Deep in the shadows of the past, far out from settled lands,
some nomads traveled with their God across the desert sands.
The dawning hope of humankind by them was sensed and shown:
a promise calling them ahead, a future yet unknown.
While others bowed to change-less gods, they met a mystery,
invisible, without a name: “I am what I will be”;
And by their tents, around their fires in story, song, and law,
they praised, remembered, handed on a past that promised more.

Shepherds’ Pipes

SENDING

From Exodus to Pentecost the promise changed and grew,
while some, remembering the past, recorded what they knew,
or with their letters and laments, their prophecy and praise,
recovered, kindled, and expressed new hope for changing days.
For all the writings that survived, for leaders, long ago,
who sifted, copied, and preserved the Bible that we know,
give thanks, and find its story yet our promise, strength and call,
the model of emerging faith, alive with hope for all.

Charge and Blessing
Choral Response

“An Irish Blessing”
The SCAPC Virtual Chancel Choir

Blackmon

Voluntary

“Those Americans” from Five Dances
Simon Templet, organ

Hampton

		

		

*Videography and photos by Steven B. Blackmon

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities
#RebuildHope2020
Rebuilding Together New Orleans
Thursday, September 3rd (Time TBA)
5 spots available
Second Harvest Food Bank
Friday, September 4th (1:00pm - 3:00pm)
5 spots available
Okra Abbey
Saturday, September 5th (9:00am - 11:00am)
5 spots available
Rebuilding Together New Orleans
Thursday, September 10th (Time TBA)
5 spots available
Okra Abbey
Saturday, September 12th (9:00am - 11:00am)
5 spots available!
For further info or to sign up to participate, please contact
RHINO Director Savannah Fraser at 803-968-5937 or rhino@scapc.org.

