Voluntary

“Jesu, meine Freude” from Orgelbüchlein

Opening Announcements		
Call to Worship (responsive, from Psalm 124)

G AT H E R I N G

J.S. Bach

Sam Garnett, guest organist for Voluntary

Sarah Chancellor-Watson
Horace English

If the Lord had not been on our side: Let all Israel say...
If the Lord had not been on our side, when we were attacked on all sides,
When the anger of enemies flared against us, and the perils of this life closed in upon us,
If the Lord had not been on our side,
We would have been altogether swallowed up alive.
The flood would have engulfed us, the torrent would have swept over us, the raging
waters would have swept us away, if the Lord had not been on our side.

Prayer of the Day		
Praise be unto you, O Lord, who has not allowed us to be torn apart by the teeth of those who intend us harm nor to waste away by the disease that threatens us. We have escaped like a bird, flown
free from the fowler’s trap. The snare is broken, and we have escaped. We live this day by your grace.
Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. Amen.

Hymn

“Our God, Our Help in Ages Past”

St. Anne

Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home:
Beneath the shadow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone, and our defense is sure.
Before the hills in order stood, or earth received its frame,
from everlasting thou art God, to endless years the same.
A thousand ages in thy sight are like an evening gone,
short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun.
Time, like an ever rolling stream, bears all our years away;
They fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day.
Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
be thou our guard while life shall last, and our eternal home.

Call to Confession
“Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.” God’s grace reaches higher than can our imaginations. God’s mercy is boundless. However far away we have
roamed from the way of truth, God seeks us out; his loving kindness does not wait for our return,
but in compassion he searches and finds us, and draws us to this place where, in complete confidence in his mercy, we may confess our sin.

G AT H E R I N G

Confession of Sin

		

(unison)
We are sinners, O God. We fail to live up even to our own small expectations. We
are not capable to achieve our own shabby ideals. Your holiness, your perfection, your
goodness are as high above us and as unimaginable as is your grace. We cannot, by
our own efforts, reach you. And, yet, there is this simple thought that lies within us, this
childlike belief, that if we can but trust you in life, if we can place our trust in you each
day, you will guide us into all truth and new life. We lean on this thought, this belief,
this trust today, in the hope that you will not give up on us, nor are you finished with
us. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon		
“Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth,” who made us out of the
clay of the earth and breath of his Spirit, who makes us still, and is, even now, making and remaking us. Hear and believe the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ we have seen the very heart
of the Holy Creator, and have known God’s forgiveness in full measure. Amen.

Still

THE WORD

Prayer for Illumination		
We come to you, O God, for the Word of Truth. Prophets have risen in various ages and have
confessed, “I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people who do not know truth from
fiction.” Yet even in the darkest of days, the prophets and the people of God knew, there is such
a thing as truth. Speak truth to us, O God, that we may know the true, and may have a yardstick
by which to measure all else that we hear.

The Old Testament Lesson

Exodus 1:8-22 and 2:1-10

Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt. “Look,” he said to
his people, “the Israelites have become far too numerous for us. Come, we must deal shrewdly
with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies,
fight against us and leave the country.”
So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built Pithom
and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites and worked them ruthlessly. They
made their lives bitter with harsh labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields;
in all their harsh labor the Egyptians worked them ruthlessly.
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and Puah, “When
you are helping the Hebrew women during childbirth on the delivery stool, if you see that the
baby is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.” The midwives, however, feared God and did
not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do; they let the boys live. Then the king of Egypt
summoned the midwives and asked them, “Why have you done this? Why have you let the boys
live?”

THE WORD

The midwives answered Pharaoh, “Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women; they are
vigorous and give birth before the midwives arrive.”
So God was kind to the midwives and the people increased and became even more numerous. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own.
Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: “Every Hebrew boy that is born you must throw
into the Nile, but let every girl live.”
Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, and she became pregnant and gave
birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. But when she
could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then
she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. His sister stood
at a distance to see what would happen to him.
Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking
along the riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her female slave to get it. She
opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew
babies,” she said.
Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to
nurse the baby for you?”
“Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said
to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the baby
and nursed him. When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became
her son. She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out of the water.”

The Gospel Lesson		

Matthew 16:13-20

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah,
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I
am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to
you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

Sermon

“We Know What We Are Supposed to Say”

Michael Jinkins

Affirmation of Faith

(unison, “The Apostle’s Creed”)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Gloria Patri

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Offering

We hope that you will continue to support (in prayer, virtual presence and financially)
our church’s many ministries which continue during this time of pandemic.

OFFERING PAYMENTS: CLICK HERE

Offertory

“There Is a Balm in Gilead”
Rebecca Cálix, mezzo-soprano

		

arr. Hayes

Doxology

THE WORD

Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

Steadfast God, your love and faithfulness are with us always. We give thanks that with you
there is no end to our hope. By your power, all exiles will come to an end; all things will be restored. Therefore we pray with confidence to you who are above all things, knowing that you
take notice of those who are bent low; that your strong arm takes hold of those who are in the
midst of trouble.
To anyone in despair, send your deliverance swiftly. For those longing for home, return them
we pray, to a place of safety and love. For anyone estranged from one another, we pray that
reconciliation may be accomplished or that an ending may become the pathway to a new
beginning. Loving God, you promise comfort to the one in sorrow and help to the one in trouble.
Lift us all up so we can see your salvation.
Help us and help the nations to learn your justice and to practice it. Silence the deafening
drumbeat of war so that we may learn a song of thanksgiving. Before the world wears out like a
garment, before we turn your Eden into a waste place, correct our habits. We desire to be better
caretakers of the garden of the Lord.
We thank you for the gift of the church and for the varied gifts and perspectives you place
among us. Help us to welcome the diversity of your design in ways that enlarge our witness in the
world. We thank you especially for Jesus Christ, who has called us to be his body in the world, and
we pray all things in his name, using the prayer that he taught us to say…
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING

Hymn

“Give to the Winds Thy Fears”

Festal Song

Give to the winds thy fears; hope, and be undismayed.
God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears; God shall lift up thy head.
Through waves and clouds and storms God gently clears the way.
Wait patiently; so shall this night soon end in joyous day.
Leave to God’s sovereign sway to choose and to command.
So shalt thou, wondering, own God’s way, how wise, how strong God’s hand!
Let us in life, in death, thy steadfast truth declare,
and publish with our final breath thy love and guardian care.

Charge and Blessing
Choral Response

“An Irish Blessing”
The SCAPC Virtual Chancel Choir

Blackmon

“Sonata I - Mvmt. III - “Allegro assai”
Simon Templet, guest organist for Voluntary
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Voluntary

		

See next page: Announcements

*Videography and photos by Steven B. Blackmon

Announcements
SESSION MEMBERS: Please note that the Session will meet tomorrow (Monday, August 24) at
6:00 PM via Zoom. For the meeting packet and Zoom details, check your email inbox.

There will be a CONGEGATIONAL MEETING held via Zoom on Sunday, August 30 at 11:00
AM for the purpose of electing the 2023 Class of Elders. As we need a quorum to proceed, we
request that ALL church members participate in this brief meeting. If you have never used Zoom,
you can click here or go to www.scapc.org/zoom-instructions for instructions. Alternatively you
can call and leave a message at 504-897-0101 with your name, number, and the times you will
be available for a church member to call you back and step you through the process.

This year’s Sunday School will look a bit different than usual due to Covid but we are
excited to tell you of the new ways we are engaging in the spiritual formation of
children, youth and adults. In order to keep everyone safe, we will continue to meet
remotely, at least until the city moves to Phase Three. Until then, we will be using a
combination of online options and a few socially distanced outside activities.
On Friday, August 28 from 4:00 - 6:00 PM and Saturday, August 29 from 9:00 - 11:00
AM, we will host a DRIVE-BY WELCOME BACK EXTRAVAGANZA. We will be handing
out information for all children, youth, and adult activities as well as supplies for
Sunday School classes and Worship Space. Registration is required and all will be
rewarded with a snowball at pick up! Go to www.scapc.org/sf-packets to register.

Donate Diapers When You Come!

Bring a pack of diapers (any size, even opened boxes) to donate to the Junior
League Diaper Bank, one of our 21 Community Ministry partners. The Diaper
Bank works to eliminate diaper need by raising our community’s awareness,
advocating legislators for change, hosting diaper drives, buying diapers at
a highly discounted rate, and by storing, sorting, packing, and distributing
diapers to health clinics, community centers, and education centers.

