Voluntary

		

“Air” from Suite I - Water Music
Steven Blackmon, organ

Opening Announcements		

G AT H E R I N G

Call to Worship (responsive, from Psalm 133)

Handel

Sarah Chancellor-Watson

Andie Stagg

How good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters live together in unity!
It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down
Aaron’s beard, down upon the collar of his robes.
How good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters live together in unity!
It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the Lord bestows
his blessing, even life forevermore.

Prayer of the Day		

We are drawn together, gracious God, by your Spirit. We are finite creatures longing for the physical presence of others in a time when that which we long for is most dangerous to our health and
existence. Aloneness has become loneliness. Even those of us who enjoy quiet hours on our own wish
to see those we love and hear their voices. You know, O God, what this means, because you have
shared this flesh with us. Yet, here, we take heart. You promised, when you physically left us, to send us
your Comforter, your Spirit to be with us; invisible to our eyes, he lives within us and among us. As we
are drawn together to worship you, therefore, remind us that if your Spirit dwells in our hearts and in
those from whom we are separated, they are as near to us as the beating of our own hearts. Amen.

Hymn

“Bless, O My Soul! The Living God”

Park Street

Bless, O my soul, the living God; Call home thy thoughts that rove abroad;
Let all the powers within me join in work and worship so divine; in work and worship so divine.
Bless, O my soul, the God of Grace; His favors claim thy highest praise:
Why should the wonders He hath wrought be lost in silence and forgot; be lost in silence and
forgot?
‘Tis He, my soul, who sent His Son to die for crimes which thou hast done:
He owns the ransom and forgives the hourly follies of our lives; the hourly follies of our lives.
Let the whole earth His power confess, let the whole earth adore His grace;
The Gentile with the Jew shall join in work and worship so divine; in work and worship so divine,

Call to Confession
The Psalmist reminds us of the peace and joy we find when we dwell together in unity, in the
blessed state of compassion and mutual care. But we know that it is not only a viral disease that
keeps us apart. There is also that dis-ease of the spirit that undercuts our unity, making us contentious and querulous. Let us come before God and one another, therefore, to pray that the Holy
Spirit will create within us hearts hungry for reconciliation and minds ready for renewal.

G AT H E R I N G

Confession of Sin

		

(unison)
You alone, O God, are our unity. You alone, O Lord, hold us together. Yet we confess
that sometimes we love our opinions and separate interests more than we love one
another. We find it hard at times to sacrifice our liberties and desires for the needs of
one another. You, O Master of the Universe, became a lowly member of our human
race to show us what being human is. And in becoming one of us, you reconciled us to
God and to one another. This we know is the reality we sometimes deny, that we are
one in you. Open our hearts, convert our minds, transform us that we may live in the
reality: We have been reconciled in Christ. Amen.

Prayer for Illumination		
“Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us:” Open our eyes that we may see; open our ears that we
may hear; open our minds that we may understand; and open our hearts that we may respond.
Amen.

THE WORD

The New Testament Lesson

Matthew 15:10-20

Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not what goes
into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the
disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they
heard what you said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will
be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides
another, both will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said,
“Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth
enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds
from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery,
fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed
hands does not defile.”

The Old Testament Lesson

Genesis 45:1-15

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out,
“Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known
to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh
heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could
not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be

neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth,
and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry
and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all
Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be
near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds,
and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to
come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And
now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to
you. You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry
and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while
Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that
his brothers talked with him.

Sermon

“I Am Your Brother Joseph”

Michael Jinkins

THE WORD

Affirmation of Faith

(unison, “The Apostle’s Creed”)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Gloria Patri

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Offering

We hope that you will continue to support (in prayer, virtual presence and financially)
our church’s many ministries which continue during this time of pandemic.

OFFERING PAYMENTS: CLICK HERE

Offertory

		

“Deep River”
Kameron Lopreore, Tenor

Spiritual, arr. Hayes

Doxology

Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
			

Jill Duffield, Presbyterian Outlook

Good and gracious God, so many of your people are hurting. There seems no end in sight
to the uncertainty and pain of this season. Parents and caregivers are worried about children’s
well-being as the school year approaches and the pandemic persists. Those living in group care
facilities yearn to be able to have visitors again and the loneliness of those already isolated
grows. The economic fallout from this virus gets deeper and wider as many scramble to find work

THE WORD

and put food on the table. It feels, at times, as if we call out to you and you do not respond. Like
the Canaanite woman, we shout for mercy, but we receive no help. Yet, she kept calling out to
you, kept following you, refused to be turned away until you healed her daughter.
We call out to you now, Lord Christ: Have mercy on us. Hear our cries. Help us.
We call out for mercy for those on the frontlines of fighting for justice. We call out for mercy
for those on the frontlines of fighting this pandemic. We call out for mercy for those grieving the
death of loved ones. We call out for mercy for the sick and those who tend them. We call out for
mercy for the scared and those who comfort them. We call out for mercy for those without food
or housing, medical care or community. We call out for mercy on behalf of those who do not
have the strength to raise their own voices. We call out for mercy for ourselves, trusting you know
our deepest needs even if we do not have the wisdom to name them.
Hear us, Lord. Heal us, Lord. Help us, Lord.
When we fear you have walked away from us in our desperation, send your Holy Spirit to
remind us yet again that God does not reject God’s people, that the call and gifts of God are
irrevocable. Embed in us the biblical stories that teach us that even that which we intend for evil,
you, Lord God, use for good. Grant us the faith of the Canaanite woman so that we will persist in
advocating for the vulnerable and hurting no matter how long it takes for our world to be made
well.
Give us faith, Almighty God, to keep focused on our Savior, following the Way, loving you and
our neighbors, until the One we worship comes again and come again he will. We make our
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to say when we pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING

Hymn

“Blessing and Honor”

O Quanta Qualia

Blessing and honor and glory and power, wisdom and riches and strength evermore,
be to the Lamb who our battle has won, whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the
throne.
Let all the heavens sound forth Jesus’ name; let all the earth sing his glory and fame.
Ocean and mountain, stream, forest and flower echo these praises and tell of God’s
power.
Ever ascending the song and the joy, ever descending the love from on high;
Blessing and honor and glory and praise: this is the theme of the hymns that we raise.
Give we the glory and praise to the Lamb; take we the robe and the harp and the palm;
Sing we the song of the Lamb that was slain, dying in weakness but rising to reign.

Charge and Blessing
Choral Response
		

Voluntary

		

See next page: Announcements

“An Irish Blessing”
The SCAPC Virtual Chancel Choir

Blackmon

“Presto” from Suite I - Water Music
Steven Blackmon, organ

Handel

*Videography and photos by Steven B. Blackmon

Announcements
There will be a CONGEGATIONAL MEETING held via Zoom on Sunday, August 30 at 11:00
AM for the purpose of electing the 2023 Class of Elders. As we need a quorum to proceed,
we request that ALL church members participate in this brief meeting. If you have never used
Zoom, you can click here or go to www.scapc.org/zoom-instructions for instructions. Alternatively you can call and leave a message at 504-897-0101 with your name, number, and the
times you will be available for a church member to call you back and step you through the
process. If YOU would be willing to volunteer your guidance, please contact Bonnie Shoemaker
at bonnie@scapc.org.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to Blair and Sybil Favrot on the death of Blair’s brother;

and to Aimée Bell, Clifford Favrot, Thomas Favrot, Michele Murphy, and Kathryn Smallpage on
the death of their uncle, C. Allen Favrot, who died on Thursday, August 13.
SCAPC Youth will be hosting a “BACK TO SCHOOL” YOUTH GROUP via Zoom tonight from
7-8 PM. We are excited to send our youth group members, new and old, off to school with a
fun night of games and re-introductions to the youth group family. Click here to enter or go to
www.scapc.org/youth. NOTE: Incoming 6th graders are welcome to attend this event and all
others moving forward!

SYNOD WEBINARS: “FIRST STEPS TO DISMANTLING RACISM”

The PC(USA) Synod of the Sun (to which Louisiana belongs) Network for Dismantling Racism
presents a series of four webinars on “First Steps to Dismantling Racism”, led by Warren Chalklen,
Ph.D.
This four-week webinar is the first presentation by the Network for Dismantling Racism, a group
of concerned Presbyterians from all 11 presbyteries of the Synod of the Sun. In the coming
months, N4DR will present additional programs and events that will address the issues of anti-racism and structural racism.
The webinars began with Session 1 this past Friday and will continue to be held through Fridays,
September 4. Each webinar will be held from 12:00-1:30PM. These sessions include:
· Session 1 - What Does it Mean to be Anti-Racist?
· Session 2 - Engaging Colleagues and Students in Anti-Racist Learning Moments
· Session 3 - Identify and Combat Institutional and Structural Racism
· Session 4- Anti-Racism and Anti-Oppression
Click here - or go to www.synodsun.org and scroll down to the webinar - to learn more about
the series and to register online.

CAFE RECONCILE’S COOLINARY MENU, one of our 21 Community Ministry Partners, is

thrilled to participate in New Orleans’ “Coolinary” culinary extravaganza through the month of
August. The cafe is offering a three-course lunch for $20. To view the menu, click here or go to
www.cafereconcile.org.

