
WELCOME TO WORSHIP		  Sarah Chancellor-Watson
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
VOLUNTARY		  Steven Blackmon, piano
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)		  Ashley Brown

From the rising of the sun ‘till its setting in the west
God’s holy name be praised
On the lips of children and by babies held in arms
God’s holy name be praised
In the visions of the old and the dreaming of the young
God’s holy name be praised
In the banquet hall of heaven and the forgotten corners of our hearts
God’s holy name be praised
Let all that has life and breath praise the Lord. 
We praise the Lord! Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God our Creator, your kindness has brought us the gift of a new morning. Help us to leave yesterday, and 

not to covet tomorrow but to accept the uniqueness of today. Lord, make our hearts places of peace and our minds 
harbors of tranquility. Sow in our souls true love for you and for one another. Root deeply within us friendship 
and unity. May we give peace to each other sincerely and receive it beautifully and graciously. May our faith be 
strengthened within this community and in this time of worship, so that you may be glorified in our lives and in our 
witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Amen. 
†*HYMN 686	 “God of Our Life”	 Sandon

*CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Glorious God, your thoughts are not our thoughts, nor are your ways our ways. You look at the 
ugliest soul, and see the face of an angel. We scan the finest of our neighbors anxious to find the flaws. 
You see our lives in the context of eternity, and make a time for waiting, for yearning, for putting all 
things in proportion. We demand instant results, and look for tomorrow before savoring today. We 
pray for your grace and your pardon, not to have our worst confirmed, but to have our best liberated. 
Forgive in us what has gone wrong. Repair in us what is wasted. Reveal in us what is good. Nourish us 
with your daily bread, your Word, your love, in name of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE		  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		  Ephesians 2:1-10
GATHERING OF CHILDREN

All children through first grade are invited to continue their worship with a time of play in the nursery. Older children are encouraged 
to remain with families for worship. Parents may meet their children in the nursery after worship.

*HYMN 684	 “Faith Begins By Letting Go”	 Lux Prima

SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		  2 Timothy 1:1-14
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*Please stand as you are able | †Latecomers seated

(cont.)



SERMON	 “Faith...A Virtue of Elusive Grace”	 Sarah Chancellor-Watson
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostle’s Creed (Hymnal, p. 35)
*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
THE OFFERING

Offertory 	 “How Can I Keep from Singing?”	 arr. Althouse
		  Matt McCann, baritone
*Doxology, Hymn 606 	 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	 Old Hundredth

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
*HYMN 463	 “How Firm a Foundation”	 Foundation

*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*VOLUNTARY	
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today’s worship & announcementstoday’s worship & announcements  

TODAY’S USHERS are Dave Mize (captain), Laura Avery, Terry Ebbert, Deanna McLendon, Kelley and Laura McWhirter, Wesley 
Simon, and Barrett Wheeler.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of William T. Hardie and Edward B. 
Martin, Jr. by Mary Lou and Michael O’Keefe.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS VOLUNTEERS AND DONATIONS: Our next ‘Worship Short’ will be a Blessing of the 
Backpacks next Sunday, August 3, at 6 p.m. at Okra Abbey Community Garden on the corner of Hickory and Eagle Streets. Join us 
for family games and activities, dinner, and worship that includes a back-to-school backpack blessing for students. If you would 
like to help us cook dinner, lead games, and give out school supplies to our friends and neighbors in the Carrollton Community, 
please sign up at scapc.org/volunteer or on the SCAPC app volunteer tab.

40/50s BRAINSTORMING SESSION:  Are you in your 40’s or 50’s and want to connect with others? The 40/50’s group offers 
spiritual, social, cultural, and service events for us to enjoy each other’s company and help others. Interested in helping to organize 
our calendar of events? Join us for a Brainstorming Session this Thursday, July 31 at 5:30 p.m. on Zoom. Visit scapc.org/40-50 or 
the SCAPC app events tab for the link.

THE 40/50’s YAK, SNACK, & READ BOOK CLUB will meet on Tuesday, August 5 from 6-7:30 p.m. in the Land Building Riverside 
Room for discussion, light snacks, and wine. Our book is The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray.

ADEN WELCOMES VOLUNTEERS OF ALL AGES: SCAPC’s Aden Program for Elder Care welcomes children, youth, and adults 
to volunteer this summer on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Come join in the fun by helping with arts and crafts, puzzles 
and games, balloon volleyball, singing, and dancing! Email aden@scapc.org for more information and to sign up today. 

SEEKING MARRIAGE SERVICE ASSISTANTS: In 2026, SCAPC will be able to return to having weddings in the Sanctuary. We 
have several weddings scheduled in 2026 and are seeking people to assist couples during their rehearsals and wedding processions. 
If you are interested, we can work with you in regards to scheduling.  Training for this position will be provided and you will be 
paid for the weddings you work. Please contact Lynn Hoffman at lynn@scapc.org for information.

MEALS NEEDED FOR OKRA ABBEY: Okra Abbey is seeking volunteers to prepare lunches for their Grace & Greens ministry, 
a free community meal held every Wednesday at 12 p.m. Learn more at okraabbey.com. Lunches are needed on August 6, August 
13, and September 3. A full meal consists of 40 servings of lunch and dessert and a case of bottled water. Lunches can be delivered 
to the Abbey (corner of Hickory and Eagle Streets) between 11:30 and 11:45. Volunteers can drop off the lunches or stay and serve. 
Plates, bowls, utensils, napkins, and serving utensils are already provided. To sign up, please email dan@pbysouthla.org. Your 
kindness nourishes both body and spirit! 


