EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST | JULY 26, 2020

Gathering
Voluntary

“Offertoire” from St. Cecilia Mass
The Chancel Choir & Orchestra

Opening Announcements		

Gounod
Sarah Chancellor-Watson

Call to Worship (responsive, Psalm 136)

Judith Halverson

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever.
O give thanks to the God of gods,
for his steadfast love endures forever.
O give thanks to the Lord of lords,		
for his steadfast love endures forever.

Prayer of the Day
Holy God, your extravagant love has called us together. Long before we even
knew you, you already knew us, and had chosen us to be part of your own family— sisters and brothers with our Lord Jesus Christ himself. What amazing love you have shown
toward us! Forgive us when we doubt the expansiveness of your love. Help us, we pray,
to reflect your unfailing love in a world that all too often puts conditions and parameters around love. We come before you with praise and thanksgiving, offering you the
worship of our hearts and lives, and opening ourselves to the prompting and leading
of your Holy Spirit. Receive us as we are and help us to see ourselves and others as you
see us – beloved. In the name of Christ Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Hymn:

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion; pure unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.
Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit; let us find the promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.
Come, Almighty to deliver; let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return and never, never more thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.
Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee:
changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Hyfrydol

The Word
Children’s Message		

Katie Brendler

Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Lesson

Romans 8:35-39

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Sermon
Offertory

“Love in the Time of Covid:

Divine Love”

“Sanctus” from St. Cecilia Mass
Tyler Smith, tenor; The Chancel Choir & Orchestra

Michael Jinkins
Gounod

Offering
We hope that you will continue to support (in prayer, virtual presence and financially)
our church’s many ministries which continue during this time of pandemic.

OFFERING PAYMENTS: CLICK HERE

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Let us bring the needs of the church,
church, the world, and all in need, to God’s loving
care, saying: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. God of heaven and earth, through
Jesus Christ you promise to hear us when we pray to you in his name. Confident in your
love and mercy we offer our prayer. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Empower the church throughout the world in its life and witness. Break down the
barriers that divide, that, united in your truth and love, the church may confess your
name, share one baptism, sit together at one table, and serve you in one common
ministry. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Guide the rulers of the nations. Move them to set aside their fear, greed, and
vain ambition, and bow to your sovereign rule. Inspire them to strive for peace and
justice, that all your children may dwell secure, free of war and injustice. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Restore among us a love of the earth you created for our home. Help us put an
end to ravishing its land, air, and waters, and give us respect for all your creatures, that,
living in harmony with everything you have made, your whole creation may resound in
an anthem of praise to your glorious name. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Renew our nation in the ways of justice and peace. Guide those who make and
administer our laws to build a society based on trust and respect. Erase prejudices that
oppress; free us from crime and violence; guard our youth from the perils of drugs and
materialism. Give all citizens a new vision of a life of harmony. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
Strengthen this congregation in its work and worship. Fill our hearts with your
self-giving love, that our voices may speak your praise, and our lives may conform to
the image of your Son. Nourish us with your Word and sacraments that we may faithfully
minister in your name, and witness to your love and grace for all the world. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Look with compassion on all who suffer. Support with your love those with incurable and stigmatized diseases, those unjustly imprisoned, those denied dignity, those
who live without hope, those who are homeless or abandoned. As you have moved
toward us in love, so lead us to be present with them in their suffering in the name of
Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
O God, in your loving purpose answer our prayers and fulfill our hopes. In all
things for which we pray, give us the will to seek to bring them about, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray saying...
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sending

Hymn: “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me”

Green Tyler
God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to move my voice;
God, be the strength to now uphold me: Oh Christ, surround me; Oh Christ, surround me.
Bind to myself the Name of Holy, great cloud of witnesses enfold;
Prophets, apostles, angels witness: Oh Christ, surround me; Oh Christ, surround me.
Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight, flashing of lightning, strength of wind,
Depth of the sea to soil of planet: Oh Christ, surround me; Oh Christ, surround me.
Walking behind to hem my journey, going ahead to light my way,
and from beneath, above, and all ways: Oh Christ, surround me; Oh Christ, surround me.
Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears that hear my voice,
Christ in the hearts of all who know me: Oh Christ, surround me; Oh Christ, surround me.

Charge and Blessing
Voluntary

“Allegro” from Concerto in B-flat Major
Steven B. Blackmon, organ

Handel

Next page: Announcements

photography and videography
by Steven Blackmon

Announcements
Christianity & World Religions Class
Invites Your Questions!
This popular Sunday School class will continue to meet at 9:30 AM on Sunday mornings via Zoom
through August 2. Login details can be found on our Virtual Sunday School page. The final session on August 2 will be “A Look Back and a Look Forward”, in which class leaders Julie Nice and
Richard Ashmore will summarize the themes from the first seven classes. IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT
A QUESTION OR TOPIC SUGGESTION, contact Julie at 504-810-1759 or jnicenola@gmail.com; or
Richard at 504-377-7525 or rdashmore7@gmail.com by July 29.

Crescent City Cafe:
Our Community Ministry Partner
SCAPC staff members Savannah Fraser (RHINO Director) and Adelle
Bergman (Aden House Director) joined volunteers at Crescent City Cafe
last Saturday. Crescent City Cafe, one of SCAPC’s 21 Community Ministry Partners, hosts a free, volunteer-led, restaurant-style breakfast twice
monthly for people experiencing homelessness or low incomes.
Owing to the pandemic, these meals are currently being served
to-go. Many have been impacted by food shortages and displacement
owing to the effects of COVID-19, so the Cafe is seeking to meet those
needs as effectively as possible. To share in the experience, drop by on
the first or third Saturday of the month from 8-9:30 AM. The Cafe is located at the side entrance to Rayne Memorial United Methodist Church,
3900 St. Charles Avenue.

Hurricane Preparedness
If you haven’t made your hurricane plans and started preparations to ride it out at home or
evacuate, scroll down to the next page to view a checklist prepared by the SCAPC Congregational Care Committee. If you have any questions, email Nancy Rix at nanrix@gmai.com.

Policing New Orleans:
Past, Present & Future
Last Monday, a host of SCAPC members attended the first of this four-part online series, arranged by the St. Charles Center for Faith and Action. If you missed it, click here to
view a recording (password S@5Md?XE). To participate in the remaining sessions, it is not necessary that you attended the first one. You do need to register for free at www.stcharlesave.center.
REMAINING SESSIONS:
Monday, July 27 | 6:00 p.m | Consent Decrees and Reforms
Monday, August 3 | 6:00 p.m. | Unbundling: Services and Budgets
Monday, August 10 | 6:00 p.m. | Imagination + Spirit: Looking Forward

HURRICANE CHECKLIST

PLOT A COURSE FOR POSSIBLE EVACUATION
Study the area's evacuation maps and contraflow plans and plot a course to your
safe locale.
Research hotels/motels where you plan to evacuate, especially if you need petfriendly hotels. Information about pet-friendly hotels is available at pet-friendlyhotels.net and petswelcome.com. When you make your reservation, confirm the policy
for pets.
If you don’t make a reservation in advance, make a list of likely spots, their
phone numbers and websites, and keep it with your hurricane go-bag. (Also think about
buying up-to-date Louisiana and Mississippi maps, the old-fashioned paper kind,
because electronics can fail you, and back roads often are better.)
YOUR CAR
In preparation for storm season, do the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Change the oil
Make sure the air conditioner is working well
Check tires for wear; make sure the spare and jack are functional
Replace wiper blades
Top off or replace fluids, including brake, transmission, coolant, power steering
and windshield washer fluids
Inspect belts and hoses
Check the battery, especially if it's 3 or more years old
Check the radiator and water pump
Always keep the gas tank at least half full during hurricane season
Have jumper cables

ORGANIZE AHEAD OF TIME
You should:
•

•
•

•

Make a list of everything you must do to get you and your home ready if a storm
is heading our way, then stash it somewhere you can find it again when you
need it.
Use the food in your freezer so you can use the free space for containers with
extra ice.
Photograph or video everything in your house in case you have to file an
insurance claim. Include images of any recent renovations or upgrades.
Photograph receipts from any recent, large home purchases.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency recommends taking photos of
important documents and storing them online.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Do routine maintenance for generators and make sure they work properly; stock
up on fuel for the generators (if they use fuel).
Trade contact information with your neighbors so you can get updates from each
other if evacuation occurs.
Tell your family and friends where you are going in case of evacuation and
designate one person they can all keep in touch with for updates.
Get your pets microchipped and make sure their collars/tags have up to date
info.
Have your roof inspected for loose shingles and potential leaks; clean out gutters
and make sure no tree branches are rubbing against the roof.
Inspect your property for places where water might collect. Drainage should
always slope away from the house.

HURRICANE GO-BAG
Have the following ready to take with you if you evacuate:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Cash, in case ATMs aren't working
COVID-19 supplies, including hand sanitizer and masks
Extra checkbooks
Extra phone charger for the car
Consider investing in solar chargers for phones and laptops, as well as solar
flashlights and lanterns
List of accounts and passwords for credit cards, bank accounts, on-line accounts
and investments. Don't count on your memory during what will be a stressful
time.
A flash drive with your backed-up computer files
List of phone numbers for family, friends and neighbors; insurance contacts;
contractors and repair people; local police; employers; doctors
Important papers such as birth certificate, insurance policies, passport, mortgage
records, medical information, health insurance cards and pet vaccination records
Extra house and car keys
Extra eyeglasses
A list of things that are important but can't be packed far ahead of time such as
pet leashes, rain boots, jewelry and electronics. Put the list into the bag to
consult when you need it.
Basic first aid kit, which includes Band-Aids, gauze bandages, adhesive tape,
alcohol wipes, antibiotic ointment, antiseptic wipes, disposable gloves and small
scissors
A Bible

SUPPLIES FOR HOME
You should have:
•

Batteries

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Bottled water, canned food and non-perishable food items, such as canned tuna,
fruit and vegetables; canned milk; instant coffee; peanut butter; snack bars
Hurricane lamps
Large trash bags. If you evacuate, they can be used to pack or for personal
sanitation. Stash food in your refrigerator and freezer in the bags and return
them to the refrigerator/freezer. If the electricity goes out and the food spoils,
the bags can be thrown out in the trash.
Paper plates, plastic utensils, plastic cups, paper towels and toilet paper
A manual can opener
Pet food and supplies, if needed
Check that your hand-cranked or battery-operated radio, preferably a National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration weather radio, and flashlights are
working. If not, add them to the "buy" list.
A 3-month supply of prescription medications and a larger supply of over-thecounter drugs for pets and people
Bleach for sanitizing

INSURANCE POLICIES
Most renters’ and homeowners’ insurance policies do not cover flood damage,
so a separate policy may be necessary. Flood insurance has a 30-day mandatory waiting
period, so you should get flood insurance long before there’s a storm in the Gulf.
If you currently have flood insurance, review the terms and coverage of the
policy to make sure it is adequate to protect your home and its contents.
Know what your deductibles are for your automobile, homeowner’s, renter’s
and flood insurance policies.
IF A STORM APPROACHES
If a storm approaches:
•
•
•

Remove to a sheltered place outdoor furniture and items, such as hanging and
potted plants.
Close shutters and make sure all windows and doors are closed.
Close and secure garbage cans so they will not blow away or collect water.

FOR THE EVACUATION CAR TRIP
Pack:
•
•
•
•
•

Snacks and drinks in a small cooler
Travel pillows and lightweight blanket
Audio books and music
Tissues and wet wipes
Medication, such as pain medicine and sinus medication

PUBLIC EVACUATION ASSISTANCE
The City of New Orleans has 17 pickup spots, called Evacuspots, where residents
and tourists can get safe rides out of town during a mandatory evacuation. From an
Evacuspot, people will be taken to the Union Passenger Terminal Amtrak/bus station.
There, buses will move evacuees to state or federal shelters. The City will bring residents
back when the City reopens. Those with medical or mobility issues can sign up for a
special registry. To sign up or find out more about Evacuspots, go to
www.nola.gov/ready.
USEFUL WEBSITES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FEMA: fema.gov/pdf/plan/prevent/nhp/hurdam.pdf
Federal government: ready.gov/hurricanes
American Red Cross: redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-foremergencies/types-of-emergencies/hurricane.html
The Salvation Army: centralusa.salvationarmy.org/metro/news/disasterpreparedness-what-can-be-done/
Louisiana government: emergency.louisiana.gov
New Orleans: ready.nola.gov
Get a game plan: getagameplan.org
Homeland Security/Emergency Preparedness:
gohsep.la.gov/PREPARE/EMERGENCY-PREPAREDNESS-GUIDE. Includes links to
Spanish and Vietnamese versions

Note: This Checklist contains selected information from the 6/3/20 and 6/4/20 New Orleans Advocate.

