
WELCOME TO WORSHIP		  Chris Currie
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
VOLUNTARY		  Steven Blackmon, piano
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)		  Sarah Chancellor-Watson

On our heads and on our houses,
The blessing of God.
In our coming and in our going,
The peace of Christ.
In our worship, faith, and living,
The movement of the Spirit.
At every end and every beginning,
The love of God.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY		
O Lord our God, as you gather us to yourself in worship and life together, bless the heads that bow, the hands 

that touch, the hearts that hope. Where we are listless, bring purpose. Where we are despairing, bring hope. Where 
we are struggling for words, put a song in our hearts and courage in our voice; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

†*HYMN 620	 “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”	 Lauda Anima

*CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Eternal God, you are our beginning and our end and ever present with us in the living of our days. 
Forgive us for thinking we could live apart from you or thrive apart from your presence. Forgive us 
for going at it alone rather than playing our part in the beloved community Christ has made possible. 
Forgive us for avoiding you in the people you place in our midst. 

As those who have been claimed in the waters of baptism, made whole in Jesus Christ, and welcomed 
at his table, forgive what we have been, amend what we are, and enable us to become the people you 
have already made us to be in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE		  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		  Jonah 3:1-10
GATHERING OF CHILDREN

All children through first grade are invited to continue their worship with a time of play in the nursery. Older children are encouraged 
to remain with families for worship. Parents may meet their children in the nursery after worship.

*HYMN 800	 “Sometimes a Light Surprises”	 Salley Gardens

SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		  Matthew 15:21-28 
SERMON	 “Courage...A Virtue of Elusive Grace”	 Chris Currie
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostle’s Creed (Hymnal, p. 35)	 Ashley Brown
*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
THE OFFERING

Offertory 	 “God of the Deep”	 Forrest
		  Jodi McWilliams, soprano
*Doxology, Hymn 606 	 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	 Old Hundredth

sixth Sunday after pentecost | July 20, 2025 | 9:30 amsixth Sunday after pentecost | July 20, 2025 | 9:30 am

*Please stand as you are able | †Latecomers seated



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
*HYMN 307	 “God of Grace and God of Glory”	 CWM Rhondda

*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*VOLUNTARY	
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today’s worship & announcementstoday’s worship & announcements  

TODAY’S USHERS are Dave Mize (captain), Laura Avery, Terry Ebbert, Deanna McLendon, Kelley and Laura McWhirter, Wesley 
Simon, and Barrett Wheeler.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in celebration of the life of Brenda S. Stephens with 
love by her family.

ADEN LOVES OUR VOLUNTEERS OF ALL AGES: SCAPC’s Aden Program for Elder Care welcomes children and youth to 
come and volunteer with their parents or grandparents this summer on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Come join in the 
fun by helping with arts and crafts, puzzles and games, balloon volleyball, singing, and dancing! Email aden@scapc.org for more 
information and to sign up today. 

SEEKING MARRIAGE SERVICE ASSISTANTS: In 2026, SCAPC will be able to return to having weddings in the Sanctuary. 
We have several weddings scheduled in 2026 and are seeking people to help the pastors assist couples during their rehearsals 
and wedding processions. If you are interested, we can work with you in regards to scheduling.  Training for this position will 
be provided and you will be paid for the weddings you work. Please contact Lynn Hoffman at lynn@scapc.org for information. 

READING TUTORS NEEDED: Start the Adventure in Reading (STAIR) is looking for reading tutors for 2nd and 3rd graders 
in the Greater New Orleans Area. STAIR offers virtual and in-person tutoring options over 10 weeks during the fall and spring 
semesters. All curriculum and training for tutors are provided. The fall 2025 program begins in September, and the spring 2026 
program begins in February. If you are interested, please email program@stairnola.org or text/call 504-202-8187. 

PRAYERS FOR MONTREAT CONFERENCE-GOERS: A group of 25 SCAPC high schoolers and chaperones left yesterday for 
the Youth Conference at the Montreat Conference Center in North Carolina. Please keep them in your prayers as they grow in 
faith and fellowship with other youth from across the country this week!

THE 40/50’s YAK, SNACK, & READ BOOK CLUB will meet on Tuesday, August 5 from 6-7:30 p.m. in the Land Building Riverside 
Room for discussion, light snacks, and wine. Our book is The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS: Our next ‘Worship Short’ will be a Blessing of the Backpacks on Sunday, August 3 at 6 p.m. 
at Okra Abbey Community Garden on the corner of Hickory and Eagle Streets. Join us for family games and activities, dinner, 
worship that includes a back-to-school backpack blessing for students, and mission outreach to our neighbors in Pigeon Town.

relief efforts for the texas hill countryrelief efforts for the texas hill country

If you would like to participate in SCAPC’s relief efforts for those affected by the flooding in Texas, visit:

scapc.org/reliefscapc.org/relief
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