SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST | JULY 19, 2020

Gathering
Voluntary

“Andante Tranquillo” from Capriol Suite
Steven B. Blackmon, organ

Opening Announcements		

Peter Warlock
Sarah Chancellor-Watson

Call to Worship (responsive)		

Leon Hinson

Let us hear of God’s steadfast love in the morning,
for in God we put our trust.
Teach us the way we should go,
for to God we lift up our souls.

Prayer of the Day
God of light and truth, you are beyond our grasp or conceiving. Before the brightness of
your presence the angels veil their faces. With lowly reverence and adoring love we acclaim your glory and sing your praise, for you have shown us your truth and love in Jesus
Christ our Savior. Amen.

Hymn:

“Let All Things Now Living”

Ash Grove

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving
to God our Creator triumphantly raise;
Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,
by guiding us on to the end of our days.
God’s banners are o’er us; pure light goes before us,
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night:
till shadows have vanished, all fearfulness banished,
as forward we travel from light into light.
By law God enforces, the stars in their courses,
the sun in its orbit obediently shine;
The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains,
the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine.
We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing;
with glad adoration, a song let us raise,
till all things now living unite in thanksgiving:
to God in the highest, hosanna and praise!

The Word
Children’s Message		
Katie Brendler and Michele Murphy
(cont.)

Scripture Lesson

Song of Songs 4:1-7

How beautiful you are, my love,
how very beautiful!
Your eyes are doves
behind your veil.
Your hair is like a flock of goats,
moving down the slopes of Gilead.
Your teeth are like a flock of shorn ewes
that have come up from the washing,
all of which bear twins,
and not one among them is bereaved.
Your lips are like a crimson thread,
and your mouth is lovely.
Your cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate
behind your veil.
Your neck is like the tower of David,
built in courses;
on it hang a thousand bucklers,
all of them shields of warriors.
Your two breasts are like two fawns,
twins of a gazelle,
that feed among the lilies.
Until the day breathes
and the shadows flee,
I will hasten to the mountain of myrrh
and the hill of frankincense.
You are altogether beautiful, my love;
there is no flaw in you.

Sermon
Offertory

“Love in the Time of Covid:

Erotic Love”

“I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes” from Requiem
Taylor Miller, baritone; The Chancel Choir & Orchestra

Michael Jinkins
Mack Wilberg

Offering
We hope that you will continue to support (in prayer, virtual presence and financially)
our church’s many ministries which continue during this time of pandemic.

OFFERING PAYMENTS: CLICK HERE

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray, and to offer our petitions to you
in his name. Guide us by your Holy Spirit, that our prayers for others may serve your will and
show your steadfast love.
God our creator, you made all things in your wisdom, and in your love you save us.
We pray for the whole creation. Overthrow evil powers, right what is wrong, feed and satisfy those who thirst for justice, so that all your children may freely enjoy the earth you have
made, and joyfully sing your praises.
Gracious God, you have called us to be the church of Jesus Christ. Keep us one in
faith and service, breaking bread together, and proclaiming the good news to the world,
that all may believe you are love, turn to your ways, and live in the light of your truth.
Eternal God, you sent us a Savior, Christ Jesus, to break down the walls of hostility that
divide us. Send peace on earth, and put down greed, pride, and anger, which turn nation
against nation and race against race. Speed the day when wars will end and the whole
world accepts your rule.

O God, whom we cannot love unless we love our neighbors, remove hate and prejudice from us and from all people, so that your children may be reconciled with those we
fear, resent, or threaten; and live together in your peace.
Merciful God, you bear the pain of the world. Look with compassion on those who
are sick; cheer them by your word, and bring healing as a sign of your grace.
God of comfort, stand with those who sorrow; that they may be sure that neither
death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, shall separate them from your love.
God of compassion, bless us and those we love, our friends and families; that, drawing close to you, we may be drawn closer to each other.
God of all generations, we praise you for all your servants who, having been faithful to
you on earth, now live with you in heaven. Keep us in fellowship with them, until we meet
with all your children in the joy of your eternal kingdom.
Mighty God, whose Word we trust, whose Spirit enables us to pray: Accept our requests and further those which will bring about your purpose for the earth; through Jesus
Christ, who taught us to pray together saying:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sending

Hymn: “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me”

Green Tyler
God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to move my voice;
God, be the strength to now uphold me: Oh Christ, surround me; Oh Christ, surround me.
Bind to myself the Name of Holy, great cloud of witnesses enfold;
Prophets, apostles, angels witness: Oh Christ, surround me; Oh Christ, surround me.
Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight, flashing of lightning, strength of wind,
Depth of the sea to soil of planet: Oh Christ, surround me; Oh Christ, surround me.
Walking behind to hem my journey, going ahead to light my way,
and from beneath, above, and all ways: Oh Christ, surround me; Oh Christ, surround me.
Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears that hear my voice,
Christ in the hearts of all who know me: Oh Christ, surround me; Oh Christ, surround me.

Charge and Blessing
Voluntary

“Allegro” from Concerto in G minor
Steven B. Blackmon, organ

George Frideric Handel

Next page: Announcements

photography and videography
by Steven Blackmon

Announcements
Policing New Orleans: Past, Present & Future
Thank you to the 45 members who participated in our Just Mercy film discussion last week! Whether or not you were able to join us, we invite you to continue the conversation of faith and justice by participating in the following
discussion series, “Policing New Orleans”. This four-part online series has been
arranged by our friends and neighbors at the St. Charles Center for Faith and Action in collaboration with Touro Synagogue, Rayne Memorial United Methodist Church, and the Xavier Center
for Equity, Justice, and the Human Spirit.
SESSIONS:
Monday, July 20 | 6:00 p.m. | A History of Policing
Monday, July 27 | 6:00 p.m | Consent Decrees and Reforms
Monday, August 3 | 6:00 p.m. | Unbundling: Services and Budgets
Monday, August 10 | 6:00 p.m. | Imagination + Spirit: Looking Forward
Free registration (required) and Zoom details can be found at the SCCFA’s website:
www.stcharlesave.center.

Help with SCAPC’s Virtual Resources
If you have a family member or friend who could use some help in accessing our virtual resources such as worship service videos, group emails from the church, website resources, and Zoom
participation in classes and small groups, please contact Miriam Hollar at miriamhollar@gmail.
com.

Rebuild Hope 2020
In response to the closing of Camp RHINO
this summer, the RHINO Board committed to
maintaining SCAPC’s presence in the volunteer community by establishing the “Rebuild
Hope 2020” campaign, in which we rise to
meet the extraordinary needs our city is experiencing during the pandemic.

RHINO volunteers mulch trails at City Park’s Couturie Forest

Carrollton Camp Starts Tomorrow!
Toiletries & Youth Volunteers Still Needed

Toiletries are needed for the “blessing bags” that campers will be assembling to be distributed throughout the community. These include sunscreen, hand sanitizer, deodorant, bug spray,
soap, shampoo, feminine products, and face/hand wipes. Please drop off donations to the box
in the Phifer Library at church on weekdays between 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM.
We still have morning (8:30 AM-Noon) and afternoon (Noon-3:30) volunteer shifts open for our
youth! Camp runs July 20-31, To sign up, contact Pastor Sarah at sarah@scapc.org.

