
Our worship service today celebrates the role of religion in America and in particular figures from American history who also 
contributed to the witness of Jesus Christ throughout the history of our country.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP		  Chris Currie
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
VOLUNTARY		  Steven Blackmon, piano
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)		  Sarah Chancellor-Watson

(from Reverend Andrew Young, leader in the civil rights movement, former United States Congressman, ambassador to the United 
Nations, mayor of Atlanta, minister in the United Church of Christ, New Orleans native)

“Freedom is a constant struggle. Life is not easy. Martin Luther King had one of the toughest lives of anybody 
I have ever known about. And yet you have to say that his life was triumphant over most of the evils of his 
time. And he inspired and he strengthened us, though that, so that we must keep on keeping on. And we’re not 
just celebrating, we’re recommitting. This is maybe the most difficult time in my life, but I remember Franklin 
Roosevelt saying, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself”. And this country and these people, us people, as 
confused and conflicted and weak as we are, are still imbued by the power of the spirit of the living God and his 
son, Jesus Christ, and through disciples like Martin Luther King. And you and I have bought into that tradition 
simply by coming to this church and being willing to receive Communion. God has blessed us. We must pass on 
those blessings to the rest of his children.”

Let us worship God.
(Sojourner Truth, American Abolitionist, freed slave, activist for the rights of women) 

“Life is a hard battle anyway. If we laugh and sing a little as we fight the good fight of freedom, it makes it all go 
easier. I will not allow my life’s light to be determined by the darkness around me.”

Let us worship God.
(William Sloane Coffin, chaplain at Yale Divinity School and former pastor, The Riverside Church, New York City)

“There are three kinds of patriots, two bad, one good. The bad ones are the uncritical lovers and the loveless 
critics. Good patriots carry on a lover’s quarrel with their country.” 

Let us worship God.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY (Abraham Lincoln’s Prayer for the Nation)

Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage;
We humbly beseech You that we may always prove ourselves
a people mindful of Your favor and glad to do Your will.
Bless our land with honorable ministry, sound learning,
and pure manners.
Save us from violence, discord, and confusion,
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way.
Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people,
the multitude brought here out of many kindreds and tongues.
Endow with Your spirit of wisdom those whom in Your name
we entrust the authority of government, that there may be
justice and peace at home, and that through obedience to Your law,
we may show forth Your praise among the nations of the earth.
In time of prosperity fill our hearts with thankfulness,
and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in You to fail;
all of which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

†*HYMN 369	 “Brethren, We Have Met in Worship”	 Holy Manna

*CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

(from John Witherspoon, (1723-1794) was the most important “political parson” of the Revolutionary period. He represented New Jersey 
in the Continental Congress from 1776 to 1782, in which capacity he signed the Declaration of Independence and served on more than one 
hundred committees. As president of Princeton, Witherspoon was accused of turning the institution into a “seminary of sedition.”)

Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, and good will among people. We praise thee for this 
message of peace. We see, in some measure, its necessity, truth, and beauty. We trust that it is the sole 
foundation of our hope. We renounce every other claim. We count all things but loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord, for whom we have suffered the loss of all things, and count 
them but dung that we may win Christ and be found in Him.

It grieves us that there is such backwardness in us to give glory to your name and to be indebted to 
the riches of your grace. Subdue our obstinacy and rule by thine own power. 

Lord, we believe, help thou our unbelief. Amen.

*Please stand as you are able | †Latecomers seated
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SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE		  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		  2 Kings 5:1-4
† GATHERING OF CHILDREN

All children through first grade are invited to continue their worship with a time of play in the nursery. Older children are encouraged 
to remain with families for worship. Parents may meet their children in the nursery after worship.

*HYMN 337	 “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”	 America

SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		  Deuteronomy 10:12-22
SERMON	 “Justice...A Virtue of Elusive Grace”	 Chris Currie
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Nicene Creed”‡ (unison)		 Ashley Brown

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
THE OFFERING

Offertory 	 “There Is a Balm in Gilead”	 arr. Hayes
		  Taylor Tumulty, soprano
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal, page 35)

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Prayer after Communion

*HYMN 340	 “This Is My Song”	 Finlandia

*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*VOLUNTARY		

today’s worship & announcements today’s worship & announcements 

TODAY’S USHERS are Dave Mize (captain), Laura Avery, Terry Ebbert, Deanna McLendon, Kelley and Laura McWhirter, Wesley 
Simon, and Barrett Wheeler.

TODAY’S COMMUNION SERVERS are Donna Davis, Beth Poe, and Jennie Wimbish.

‡We use the NICENE CREED on Sundays that we celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at both services because the 
Nicene Creed is the most ecumenical of our creeds, and we believe we are joining our Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and 
most Protestant churches in affirming as we partake in Christ’s body. Presbyterians believe we are one part of the one holy catholic 
and apostolic church that the Nicene Creed professes, alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ from other communions. 

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and to honor all current and former SCAPC members who 
served in the military, by Kathy and Lee Randall.

YAF BEIGNETS & COFFEE AFTER CHURCH: Join the Young Adults & Families group for a casual summer meet-up after 
church! We’ll meet at Uptown Coffee, 4141 St. Charles Avenue, after the Sunday service (about 11 a.m.) on Sunday, July 13 for 
coffee, beignets, and fellowship. All are welcome!

VOLUNTEER WITH CRESCENT CITY CAFÉ: The Crescent City Cafe serves the poor and marginalized members of our 
community with dignity and provides individuals the opportunity to build relationships and connect with one another through 
the sharing of a meal.  Join us as we help serve free breakfast for the homeless and low-income population of New Orleans on 
Saturday, July 19, 7-10:30 a.m. at Crescent City Café (Rayne Methodist Church, 3900 St. Charles Ave). Volunteers need to be 18 or 
older. Sign up on the SCAPC app or at scapc.org/volunteer. Contact Caitlin at caitlin@scapc.org with any questions.

OUR SYMPATHY is extended to Parke Ellis and his family on the death of his mother, Joan Inman, who passed away on Sunday, 
June 29. A service will be held tomorrow at 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary with visitation at 10:00 in the Bloomfield Room.


