SUNDAY WORSHIP
ST. CHARLES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST | JULY 5, 2026 | 9:30 AM

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Chris Currie
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon, organ
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Lauren Fish

On the 250th anniversary of the country, we remember these words from George Washington in 1775: “May
the God of the armies of Israel shower down the blessing of his Divine Providence on you, give you wisdom and
fortitude, cover your head in the day of battle and danger, add success, convince our enemies of their mistaken
measures, and that all their attempts to deprive these Colonies of their inestimable constitutional rights and
liberties are injurious and vain.”

Thank you, God.

On the 250th anniversary of the country, we remember these words from the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., in
1963: “T have a dream that one day out in the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of former
slaveowners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.”

Thank you, God.

On the 250th anniversary of the country, we remember these words from former first lady Eleanor Roosevelt in
1962: “True patriotism springs from a belief in the dignity of the individual, freedom and equality not only for
Americans but for all people on earth, universal brotherhood and good will, and a constant striving toward the
principles and ideals on which this country was founded.”

Thank you, God.

On the 250th anniversary of the country, we remember these words from Ben Sasse, former Republican Senator
from Nebraska, in 2018: “We want an America with free speech, religion, press, assembly, and protest—even for
those we disagree with.”

Thank you, God.

*PRAYER FOR THE NATION (Woodrow Wilson, 1856-1924, 28th president of the United States and son of a Presbyterian minister)
Almighty God, ruler of all the peoples of the earth, forgive, we pray, our shortcomings as a nation; purify our
hearts to see and love truth; give wisdom to our counselors and steadfastness to our people; and bring us at last
to the fair city of peace, whose foundations are mercy, justice, and goodwill, and whose builder and maker you
are; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*HYMN 15 “All Creatures of Our God and King” LassT Uns ERFREUEN

*CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

O Lord our God, we confess before you and in the presence of your people that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed; we pray that you will have mercy upon us.

By your grace, pardon us and deliver us from our sins, and by your Spirit, give us time and opportunity
to amend and renew our failures, shortcomings, and misdeeds.

Through our baptismal identity, reshape our perceptions, reshape our patterns of living, reshape
our politics and our prayer that we may better reflect your Spirit’s inbreaking kingdom; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray, Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION

KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Psalm 33
SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Matthew 18:1-14
SERMON “The Soul of the Nation” Chris Currie

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Nicene Creed”} (unison)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

(cont.)




THE OFFERING
Offertory “Blessed, Blessed” from Sing Unto God Handel
Blessed are all they that fear the Lord; O, well is thee, and happy shalt thou be.
Jodi McWilliams, soprano
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal, page 35)
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Prayer after Communion
*HYMN 354 “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” BATTLE HymN
*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*VOLUNTARY
*Please stand as you are able | tLatecomers seated

TODAY'S WORSHIP & ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY'S USHERS are Dave Mize (captain), Laura Avery, Terry Ebbert, Deanna McLendon, Kelley and Laura McWhirter,
Wesley Simon, and Barrett Wheeler.

TODAY’'S COMMUNION SERVERS are Hans Jonassen, Mary Malone, Julie Nice, Beth Poe, and Pierce Young.

We use the NICENE CREED on Sundays that we celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at both services because the
Nicene Creed is the most ecumenical of our creeds, and we believe we are joining our Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and
most Protestant churches in affirming as we partake in Christ’s body. Presbyterians believe we are one part of the one holy catholic
and apostolic church that the Nicene Creed professes, alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ from other communions.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and to honor all current and former SCAPC members who
served in the military, by Kathy and Lee Randall.

FOR YOUNG CHILDREN DURING WORSHIP: The Pray Ground in Frampton Fellowship Hall is a special place where families
with children of any age can experience worship together. There are toys, books, and puzzles provided to help kids stay engaged
and present while the service is live-streamed to a large screen. The Nursery is also opened for children age 0-3 in the Bear
Classroom located on the first floor corner.

CHALLENGER CILASS SUMMER GATHERINGS: Welcome, new and returning fourth and fifth graders, to the Challenger
Class! We are hosting a few summer gatherings so students can get to know each other before Sunday School starts on September
13. Please contact Michele Murphy at michele@scapc.org to sign up for any of the outings.

Friday, July 17: 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. - Museum of Illusions and Café Du Monde. Cost: $20

Sunday, August 9: 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Swimming Day on the Northshore

Friday, August 28: 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. - Pizza Party in the Youth Room

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS FOR BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS: Our third annual “Blessing of the Backpacks” will take
place Saturday, July 25 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. at Okra Abbey Community Garden in the Pigeon Town neighborhood. Join us for
family games, garden activities, dinner, school supply donations for our neighbors, and a back-to-school backpack blessing.
Volunteers are needed to help grill hotdogs and distribute school supplies. If you can help out, please contact Kathy Randall at
601-519-2413 or kathyrandall7070@gmail.com.

WHERE DO YOU SEE GOD THIS SUMMER? Whether you're spending your summer in New Orleans or you're out and about
across the world, we want to hear where you've seen or experienced God! Send us a postcard or bring one to church and we
will share it on the bulletin board in Frampton Fellowship Hall.

Next Sunday...

EHYMN SING
Summer Park Sundey W G\ PET TrREATS!

SUNDAY, JULY 12
Danneel Playground, 5501 St. Charles 5:00 PM

All ages welcome p FRAMPTON

Bring your hymn requests!
All ages welcome




