
WELCOME TO WORSHIP		  Chris Currie
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
VOLUNTARY	 “Mad Rush”	 Philip Glass
		  Steven Blackmon, piano
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)		  Ashley Brown

Starlit heavens and creation’s beauty gloriously aflame,
Move us into your presence with our prayers and praises.
The son of Mary, the good that came out of Nazareth, the Messiah upon a tree
Move our lives to deeper meaning and purpose.
The Spirit’s comforting and disturbing presence,
Move us to awe and wonder in your living presence.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord our God, you have come to your people in a blazing chariot of fire, in a still small voice, in moments of 

respite and retreat, and in moments of decision, requiring creativity and dynamic action. Come now, we pray, and 
gather us together from wherever we have come from and whatever may be occupying us at the moment. Build 
us up into a community of care and compassion and courage. And send us out, not just to be your dispassionate 
admirers, but faithful disciples reflecting your grace and justice for the sake of the world you so love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

†*HYMN 393	 “O Day of Rest and Gladness”	 Es Flog Ein Kleins Waldvögelein

CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

O Lord our God, you know us better than we know ourselves, so we do not have to pretend with 
you. In the invitation of your grace, in the patience of your love, and in the restorative presence of 
your Spirit, we bring before you things that trouble us, the harmful things we have done, the actions or 
inactions that have left us ashamed or incomplete in our love of you and neighbor. 

In your great mercy, forgive what we have been, take us as we are, and do more with us than we 
could ever ask or imagine through the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE		  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		   2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
GATHERING OF CHILDREN

All children through first grade are invited to continue their worship with a time of play in the nursery. Older children are encouraged 
to remain with families for worship. Parents may meet their children in the nursery after worship.

*HYMN 825	 “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”	 Swing Low

SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		  Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
SERMON	 “Temperance...a Virtue of Elusive Grace”	 Chris Currie
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostle’s Creed (Hymnal, p. 35)	 Sarah Chancellor-Watson
*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

Third Sunday after pentecost | June 29, 2025 | 9:30 amThird Sunday after pentecost | June 29, 2025 | 9:30 am

*Please stand as you are able | †Latecomers seated

(cont.)



THE OFFERING
Offertory 	 “Ubi caritas”	 Gjeilo
	 Where charity and love are, God is there. Christ’s love has gathered us into one. Let us rejoice and be pleased in him. 
		  Let us fear, and let us love the living God. And may we love each other with a sincere heart.
		  The Chancel Choir
*Doxology, Hymn 606 	 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	 Old Hundredth

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
*HYMN 729	 “Lord, I Want to be a Christian”	 I Want to Be a Christian

*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*VOLUNTARY	

in today’s worshipin today’s worship
TODAY’S USHERS are Roger Fleshman (captain), Nathan Adams, Leon Hinson, Caty Johnson, and Wesley Simon.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in honor of Beth Poe by the Spiritually Hungry 
Women’s group.

THE WHITE ROSE has been placed in honor of the birth of Michael Robert “Carson” Riess III, son of Leighton and Rob Riess, 
grandson of Aimée and Michael Bell, who was born on June 17.

	 For the past two summers the SCAPC session has engaged in a ‘summer read’ together. This summer’s 
book is  Elusive Grace by Scott Black Johnston. Dr. Johnston is Senior Pastor at Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church 
in New York City and wrote this book, in the midst of a vitriolic and polarized season, lifting up the virtues 
that are at the heart of our faith as Christians and at the heart of our civic responsibilities as citizens. Over the 
next seven weeks, each week’s sermon will touch upon one of the seven virtues of elusive grace that Johnston 
highlights: temperance, justice, prudence, courage, faith, hope, and love. Why this book? In the epilogue Johnston 
writes that ‘serving in a church, as an elder or an usher or a youth adviser or a choir member or a trustee—or 
whatever your particular calling—is to be plunged into a mixture of mud and stardust, an astonishing blend of 
human foibles and kindness. It’s far from perfect, rarely easy, but it can also bless you—it can bless you so deep 
down that you will never recover. That’s got to be why God keeps it open-ended, a blanket invitation. Calling, 
and calling, and calling: Whom shall I send?’ 
	 We hope this book helps equip us for the work of ministry in and through this congregation. 

announcementsannouncements
THE 40/50S YAK, SNACK, & READ BOOK CLUB will meet on Tuesday, August 5 from 6-7:30 p.m. in the Land Building 
Riverside Room for discussion, light snacks, and wine. Our book is The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and Victoria 
Christopher Murray.

STAIR NEEDS SUMMER TUTORS: The STAIR (Start the Adventure in Reading) program headquartered in SCAPC’s Land 
Building is rolling out “STAIR: A Read for Joy Mini-Camp” next month which will focus on the joy of reading rather than 
reading scores. They are in need of tutors to help with the “Book of the Day” from 9-10:30 a.m., July 14-18. If you are available and 
interested, please email program manager Chloe Miller at chloe@stairnola.org for more info!

SCANNER & TONER NEEDED FOR KINSHIP CENTER: Kinship Senior Center, one of SCAPC’s 20 community ministry 
partners, is in need of a heavy-duty scanner for office paperwork as well as HP 902 toner cartridges for their color printer. If you 
would like to donate, please contact director Elaine Looney at 504-314-0300. The center is located at 921 S. Carrollton Avenue.


