June 20, 2021
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Madeline Cecile Rich (10): "False and True Facts"

Gathering
WELCOME TO WORSHIP AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sarah Chancellor-Watson
Children ages 3 through 3rd grade may proceed to Frampton Fellowship Hall for children's Summer Sundays activities.
VOLUNTARY

		

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)			
Gather in awe before God, who laid the foundations of the earth.
Open your hearts to the steadfast love God offers.
The deeds of God are beyond our knowing.
Yet we catch glimpses of God’s mercy and care.
God does not forsake us when we are dismayed and afraid.
Our Creator is with us in all times and places.
God is a stronghold for the oppressed and troubled.
The needy and poor are not forgotten.
God is ready to listen to us in these moments together.
Now is the time to seek direction from God.
Surely God will meet us here in our community of faith.
How good it is when we sense our unity in Christ!
LET US WORSHIP GOD!

Blackmon

*PRAYER OF THE DAY		
We gather to thank You, gracious God, for those times when we have been lifted up by You and known
Your healing touch. You have clothed us with joy and filled us with hope. We are grateful that even in our
days of deepest gloom and despair, You have surrounded us with a love stronger than all our pain and
doubts and grievous losses. Come to us now that, together and individually, we may sense larger realities
than the narrow focus of daily concerns. AMEN.
*HYMN 366

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

Hyfrydol

CALL TO CONFESSION		
At times the storms of life overwhelm us, and fear takes a deadly toll. Sometimes we are snared in the
work of our own hands. We forget the greatest Source of help and hope. In these moments together, we lay
aside our doubts and fear of judgment to open our lives to God.
(unison)		
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Help us, God, for we do not have the wisdom to help ourselves. When the good we have
crumbles beneath our feet and we are mired down in hopelessness and self-pity, we need
You. When we cannot hide from the evil that is all around us because some of it is also in us,
we cry out for Your saving mercy. We confess that it is easier to see the problems than the
promise. We have been more ready to complain than to accept Your help. O God, we open
our hearts to You. We want to be healed. AMEN.
SILENT REFLECTION
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
God has listened to us. In spite of all we have done or not done, God accepts us. This is a day of renewal,
when brokenness is mended, problems are seen in a new light, and fierce winds are stilled. God does not
forget the cry of the afflicted. God’s affection for us limited only by our failure to respond. Accept the gift
of God’s love, for it is everything we need!

The Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION		
Help us, O God, to hear what You want us to hear, so that we can be who You want us to be, and be
strengthened to go and do what You want us to do, all in Jesus’ name. AMEN.
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)			
God.)			

Genesis 12:1-4a

Willard Anson Moore, IV and Beau Walker Moore
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM			
Presentation			
Meg Gammage
*Affirmation of Faith (unison, "The Apostle's Creed")
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving Over the Water
Baptism
Welcome and Prayer

SECOND READINGS (response: Thanks be to God.
God.)

John 3:16 | II Corinthians 5:19

“The Scandal of Particularity"
Harry Barrow
SERMON
		
*GLORIA PATRI		
		
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen.
RECOGNITION OF DONALD JEFFERSON
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Let the winds of the Holy Spirit blow in our midst today, loving God. Let us hear and feel, once again, the
power of the Gospel story. Open our hearts in new ways to the promise of Your healing grace, so we may be a
blessing to one another and to Your world.
O God, may Your renewing Spirit, present in the waters of baptism, in the gentle breeze and in the roaring
winds, speak to Your children wherever we are. Be close to those who are marginalized all over the world, including in our own city and country. Closer to home, we remember those who are sick and suffering, and in need of
Your healing touch. We pray that You will be with all those who are on our Prayer List. Expand our vision beyond
the immediate scene, that we may all be equipped to follow where Christ leads, bearing witness to our faith, and
serving with joy wherever You send us.
Be with us all, O God. We need hope and courage to face the challenges and struggles of life. And now we
seek reassurance that You will be with us in our going out, and our coming in. Strengthen our faith to withstand
the trials and temptations that lead us away from a faithful journey with Christ.
These prayers we voice in the name of the One who came that we may live lives full of faith, hope and love.
The same One who invites us to pray together:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE OFFERING
Offertory Anthem
		

◊

"Let Me Fly"
The Chancel Choir Chamber Singers

deCormier

Sending
*HYMN 649

"Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”

Amazing Grace

*CHARGE AND BLESSING
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet walk with you along the way.
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands stretch out your hands to serve.
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart cause your heart to love.
May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet,
And may everyone you meet see the face of Christ in you.
*CHORAL RESPONSE 		
*VOLUNTARY

		

Steven B. Blackmon

*Congregation, please stand as you are able.
Donations can also be made at scapc.org/donations

◊

Announcements
THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of E. Sorrell Lanier
by his family on Father's Day.
SERVING AS USHERS TODAY are Roger Fleshman (captain), Leon Hinson, Maureen Herring, Sallee Benjamin, Jay Young, Caty Johnson, Jane Rasi, Wesley Simon, and Kandice and Mike Snow.
Our annual YOUTH SUNDAY, in which our 6th-12th graders lead morning worship, will take place next week! These
students have been hard at work composing sermons and prayers, choosing liturgy and music, and assisting in all
other elements of worship. Their theme is "God's Healing." We encourage you to support them and participate in this
special hour of worship together.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
is being administered today to

WILLARD ANSON MOORE, IV
and

BEAU WALLER MOORE,
sons of Jeanne-Anne and Will Moore.

Reception Honoring Donald Jefferson
Put on your hats and join us in Frampton Fellowship Hall following
this morning's service for a reception honoring
Donald Jefferson's 25+ years of service
to St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church as Sexton!

