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Voluntary

“Organ Concerto in G-Minor” (IV. Andante)
Handel
Steven B. Blackmon, organ		

Opening
Good morning and welcome to worship at
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church on this Second Sunday of Pentecost.		
“This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

Call to Worship

Pierce Young

(from Psalm 116:17, alt)		
alt)		

		
		

“We shall offer unto the Lord our God the sacrifice of thanksgiving,
and will call upon the name of the Lord.”

		

Opening Prayer

		

(Psalm 116:1-6 adapted to prayer)

O Lord, we love you, because you have heard the voice of our supplications;
		
because you have inclined yourself ear unto us,
		 therefore we will call upon you as long as we live. The sorrows of death compasses us,
		
and the pains of hell got hold of us. We found ourselves surrounded
		
by trouble and grief. But from the depths, we called upon you, O Lord,
		 crying out for deliverance only you can provide. Gracious are you, and righteous,
		
yes, and merciful. For I know for myself, the Lord preserves the simple.
		
I was brought low, and you helped me. Amen.

		 Hymn: “O Christ, the Great Foundation”
O Christ, the great foundation on which your people stand
To preach your true salvation in every age and land:
Pour out your Holy Spirit to make us strong and pure,
To keep the faith unbroken as long as worlds endure.
Baptized in one confession, one church in all the earth,
We bear our Lord’s impression, the sign of second birth:
One holy people gathered in love beyond our own,
By grace we were invited; by grace we make you known.
Where tyrants’ hold is tightened, where strong devour the weak,
Where innocents are frightened, the righteous fear to speak,
There let your church awaking attack the powers of sin
And, all their ramparts breaking, with you the victory win.

Aurelia
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This is the moment glorious when he who once was dead
Shall lead his church victorious, their champion and their head.
The Lord of all creation his heavenly kingdom brings:
The final consummation, the glory of all things.

		

Call to Confession

		

(Psalm 116:7)

		
		

The Psalmist calls us to confess, saying: “Return unto thy rest, O my soul:
for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.”

Sarah Chancellor-Watson

Confession of Sin

		
(unison)
		Forgive us, O Lord, for giving up before we have tried. We see your way is hard, and step aside.
		
Forgive us. The Psalmist confesses, “I said in my haste, all men are liars.”
It was easier, Lord, to be cynical, than to find among us those who also had heard your call,
		
and also stepped forward. Give us wisdom, O God, to be humble enough
to be wrong and brave enough to be right. And help us to trust you to wipe away all our past sins,
		
that we may stand with your Spirit now. In the name of Christ Jesus, Amen.
		
(Silent confession)
(Silent

		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Assurance of Pardon

(Psalm 116:12-13)
God is able to do what is impossible: remembering the fullness of humanity
for which we were created, God is capable of forgetting wherein we have failed.
His forgiveness washes us clean. “What shall we render unto the Lord
for all his gracious acts toward us? I will take the cup of salvation
and call upon the name of the Lord.” Amen.

		
		

Prayer for Illumination

		

“God, prepare our minds, and soften our hearts, and steel our souls,
that your Word may be heard through the whispers of your Spirit among us. Amen.”

		

The Old Testament Lesson

Exodus 3:1-15

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.
“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you;
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.

THE WORD

The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the
entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. Abraham looked up and saw three men standing
nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed
low to the ground.
He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. Let a little
water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. Let me get
you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have
come to your servant.”
“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.”
So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs of the finest
flour and knead it and bake some bread.”
Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who
hurried to prepare it. He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree.
“Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him.
“There, in the tent,” he said.
Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your
wife will have a son.”
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. Abraham and
Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. So Sarah laughed
to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?”
Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child,
now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed time
next year, and Sarah will have a son.”
Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.”
But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”

		
		

Message for the Children

Katie Brendler

The New Testament Lesson

St. John 14:1-7

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s
house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take
you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I
am going.”
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the
way?”
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you
do know him and have seen him.”

		

Sermon

		

“Acts of Truth”

		
		

Affirmation of Faith

		
		
		
		
		

Michael Jinkins		
		

(“The Apostles’ Creed”, unison)

I believe in God
God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

		
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
		 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
		
and the life everlasting. Amen.

		

Gloria Patri

		

(unison)

		
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
		
As it was in the beginning, it is now and ever shall be. World without end! Amen.

		

Anthem

		
		

“How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place” from Requiem
JeAnne Swinley, soprano

Wilberg

Doxology		

		

THE WORD

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

		
		
		
		
		
		

Invitation to Discipleship
(in bulletin only, not included in video)
If you do not yet have a church home, we hope you will consider
becoming a member of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church
where the life of faith is lived each day in the midst of a loving community,
whether together in the flesh or virtually.

		 We hope that you will continue to support (in prayer, virtual presence and financially)
		
our church’s many ministries which continue during this time of pandemic.
		
Perhaps more than ever, your support is needed.
PRAYER REQUESTS: CLICK HERE
OFFERING PAYMENTS: CLICK HERE

		

or go to www.scapc.org/prayer
or go to www.scapc.org/donation

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer		

Almighty God, you love what you create. We pray for the earth, that its air, soil, and water
be refreshed and restored to health. We pray for all your creatures, that, as the community of
life, we may share fairly the harvests of land and sea. We pray for all nations and people. Let us
share the riches of our cultures without hatred or fear or suspicion. We pray for all who govern.
Grant a spirit of wisdom, compassion, and courage to those in authority whom you charge
with the tasks of leading and safeguarding others. We pray for the poor and sick, the weak and
vulnerable. Be their protector, healer, and vindicator, easing the sufferings of body, mind, and
spirit. We pray for the church. Strengthen the body of Christ with the Holy Spirit, so that we have
the mind of Christ among us. Equip your people to serve with love the world you sent your Son
to save. May our ministry take the form of his cross, as we proclaim his resurrection, and look
forward to his coming in glory. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

		
Hymn: “All with Joyful Exultation”
			
Yisrael V’oraita

SENDING

Refrain:
All with joyful exultation let us sing to God our praise;
To the rock of our salvation loud hosannas raise.
Lord, we sing with joyful voices; your great power can lift and save;
By your healing touch, revive us; life restore beyond the grave. Refrain
Praise to you, our sure salvation, you, the Holy One above.
End the night so dimmed by anguish, with your light of peace and love. Refrain
Change our sorrow to rejoicing; clothe with gladness all despair;
Cause unsteady feet that stumble now to dance beneath your care. Refrain
Dry our tears we shed in mourning; give us steadfast hope always;
Fill our hearts with expectation; fill our songs with thanks and praise. Refrain

		
		
		

		

Charge and Benediction
Voluntary
“Fugue in G-Minor” (BWV 542)
Steven B. Blackmon, organ

J.S. Bach

*Videography and photos by Steven B. Blackmon

