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Voluntary

“Fugue in A minor” (BWV 543)
J.S. Bach
Steven Blackmon, organ		

Opening
Good morning and welcome to worship at
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church on this Feast of the Holy Trinity.		
“This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

Call to Worship

Caitlin Wallace-Rowland

(from Psalm 8:1)		

		
		

“O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.
You have set your glory above the heavens.”

		

Opening Prayer

		

(based on Psalm 8:2-4)

		
From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise,
		
the voices of the innocent silence the rage of the violent.
		When I consider the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars which you have set spinning,
		
I know myself also to be so small. It is easy, therefore,
		O Lord, to imagine that my voice means nothing in the cacophony and clamor of this world,
		
but, Lord, remind us that if the praise of babes can silence the wicked,
		I do have a role to play in bringing peace to your world. In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

		
		

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy!
Lord God Almighty!”
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee,
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.
Holy, holy, holy! Through the darkness hide thee,
Though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,
Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
Perfect in power, in love and purity.

Nicaea

Holy, holy, hoy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

		

Call to Confession

Sarah Chancellor-Watson
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O God our Holy Creator and Parent, who surpasses in every regard
		
our experiences of human paternity, and who, as our Lord has taught us,
		 gathers us under wings of protection; O God, Son of the Father, our Brother, Friend,
		
Savior and Lord, who knows our temptations and trials;
		
O God, Holy Spirit making, brooding, comforting,
spreading the life and love that you are throughout your creation, hear us now as we pray:

Confession of Sin

		
(unison)
		
God of mercy: This world is such a complicated place. For every violent act,
		
there seems to be a violent reaction. The physics of revenge is just relentless.
		And we feel powerless in its midst. We feel such grief rise up within us; such bitter tears we weep,
		
not only for the pain we see inflicted upon others,
		
but also regretting the pain we can imagine inflicting ourselves.
		
Never has the way of Jesus seemed so difficult: to turn the other cheek,
		
to resist evil but never with evil. But, perhaps,
		
never has the way of Jesus seemed also so sane, so good, and so right.
		 Forgive us, O God, for believing that we know better than you how to deal with conflict
		and violence. Forgive us for mistrusting you. Help us learn to leave all the unholy messes
		
of our world to your judgement, Holy God, and to submit ourselves
		 to the fellowship and the follow-ship of our dear Savior, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
		
(Silent confession)

		

Assurance of Pardon

		
God sees through us because God does not look upon us from afar.
		 God is closer to us than we are to ourselves. The Son of God has dwelt in our flesh,
		
and has taken our flesh into the very presence of God the Father.
And dwelling now in our hearts through the power of the Holy Spirit, God speaks directly to us
		that Word which we need to hear: You are forgiven; arise and go forth in newness of life.

		
		

		

Prayer for Illumination			
“God, move among us we pray, knitting us together
in the hearing of your Word by the power of your Spirit. Amen.”

			

THE WORD

		

The Old Testament Lesson

Exodus 3:1-15

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it
was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why
the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to
him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer!
Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”
He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have
heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come
down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and
broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come
to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh
to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should
go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall
be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt,
you shall worship God on this mountain.”
But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?”
God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am
has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the
God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has
sent me to you’:
This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.

		
		

Message for the Children
The New Testament Lesson

Michele Murphy
1 John 4:11-18

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever
seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And
we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God
abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have
known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment,
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear;
for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.

		

Sermon

		

“What if God Is More Verb than Noun?”

Affirmation of Faith

Michael Jinkins		

		
		
(“The Nicene Creed”, unison)
Let us confess the faith of the universal church.
We Believe in God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
One the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

		

Gloria Patri

		

(unison)
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
		
As it was in the beginning, it is now and ever shall be. World without end! Amen.

		

Anthem

		
		

“O Nata Lux” from Requiem
The Chancel Choir and Orchestra

Wilberg

Doxology		

		

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

		
		
		
		
		
		

Invitation to Discipleship
(in bulletin only, not included in video)
If you do not yet have a church home, we hope you will consider
becoming a member of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church
where the life of faith is lived each day in the midst of a loving community,
whether together in the flesh or virtually.

		 We hope that you will continue to support (in prayer, virtual presence and financially)
		
our church’s many ministries which continue during this time of pandemic.
		
Perhaps more than ever, your support is needed.
PRAYER REQUESTS: CLICK HERE
OFFERING PAYMENTS: CLICK HERE

		

or go to www.scapc.org/prayer
or go to www.scapc.org/donation

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer		
(by Jill Duffield, published in The Presbyterian Outlook)

Creator God, you made all that is seen and unseen and called every last bit of it good. We
look at the birds of the air and the beasts of the field and see your glorious work. We see the lilies
of the field in their splendor and marvel at your gratuitous beauty. The diversity and intricacy
of creation astounds and awes us. You made us stewards of your marvelous work and yet far

too often we have failed to treat the earth with care and reverence. Forgive us for using that
which you gifted us to enjoy. As you make of us new creations, move us to see ourselves not as
consumers of the world’s resources, but as those who tend and nurture the earth’s gifts.
Lord Christ, you came not to condemn, but to save. You shone light in the darkness and
flooded the cosmos with grace and truth. You fed the hungry, healed the sick, sought out the
lost and ate with sinners. No one was beyond your concern. You regarded the unseen, touched
those long marginalized and had compassion even for those who could not bring themselves
to leave what they knew in order to follow you. Your mercy stuns us. Your love astounds us. Your
command to love others renders us wholly dependent on your power to work within us. In a
season filled with fear and overrun with death, we plead for your intervention. Grant us your
peace that passes understanding and then enable us to be the peacemakers we are to be in
our families, communities and country. As your body in this world, help us to be ambassadors
of reconciliation and stewards of your mysteries in the places most in need of your compassion
and justice.
Holy Spirit, when you possess us we cannot help but be in relationship with the whole swath
of humanity. When your wind blows, we are swept up in God’s salvation plan to bring unity,
wholeness and abundant life to each and every corner of creation. When your flames burn, we
see with clarity our complicity with sinful systems and our personal participation in inflicting pain
on others. May your refining fire burn away all that prevents us from fully following Jesus Christ
and illumine the Way we are to go. Enliven our discipleship and send us out to preach teach
and baptize, feed, tend and heal, advocate for the least, seek out the lost and stand with the
oppressed until death and pain and crying are no more. We make our prayer in the name of
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit and using the words our Savior taught us,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

		 Hymn: “He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought!”			
			
Aughton

SENDING

He leadeth me: O blessed thought! O words with heavenly comfort fraught!
Whate’er I do, where’er I be, still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me.
Refrain:
He leadeth me, he leadeth me; By his own hand he leadeth me:
His faithful follower I would be, for by his hand he leadeth me.
Sometimes ‘mid scenes of deepest gloom, sometimes where Eden’s bowers bloom,
By waters calm, o’er troubled sea, still ‘tis his hand that leadeth me. (refrain)
Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine, nor ever murmur nor repine;
Content, whatever lot I see, since ‘tis my God that leadeth me. (refrain)
And when my task on earth is done, when by thy grace, the victory’s won,
E’en death’s cold wave I will not flee, since God through Jordan leadeth me. (refrain)

		

Charge and Blessing
*Videography and photos by Steven B. Blackmon

