June 6, 2021
Second Sunday after Pentecost

Craig Egan (age 7): "A Light to the Nation"

Gathering
WELCOME TO WORSHIP AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Harry Barrow
Children ages 3 through 3rd grade may proceed to Frampton Fellowship Hall for children's Summer Sundays activities.
VOLUNTARY
		

"Simple Gifts"
Betsy Allums Widhalm, piano

arr. Hayes

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)			
Geoff Snodgrass
Listen, for your name is being called. Beyond the range of human voices, God is calling.
We have come to praise God. We have come to hear our calling.
Listen for the unfamiliar voice you have ignored. Listen for the solemn charge God gives.
We are called away from things we have pursued as gods.
Our sin has separated us from the one true God.
Wonderful are the thoughts and works of God! God’s light is ready to shine in our hearts.
LET US WORSHIP GOD!
*PRAYER OF THE DAY		
Speak to us, O God, for Your servants are trying to listen. Amid the noisy claims for our attention, our
ears tingle at the prospect that You have a message for us. Here we are, gathered that You might search us
and know us. We are wonderfully made in Your image. Show us how to proclaim Jesus Christ in our daily
decisions so we can witness to Your love through deeds of kindness and words that empower. Amen.
HYMN 353

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

Solid Rock

CALL TO CONFESSION		
If we claim to be without sin, we are self-deceived and strangers to the truth. However, if we are willing
to recognize and admit our sin before God and others, then we can be sure that God will forgive us our
every wrong. With this Good News in mind, let us now confess our sin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
(unison)		
Before a word is on our tongues, O God, You know it completely. Before we confess our
broken vows, You are aware of them. Our unfaithfulness to You and to people around us is
evident to You. You observe both our sinful secrets and our blatant rebellion. Nothing we
say or do escapes Your notice. We now confess to You our individual and shared wrongdoing
and neglect. Melt our hardness of heart that we may be forgiven and cleansed, and set free
to serve You. Amen.
SILENT REFLECTION
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
The God who is acquainted with all our ways welcomes us into the light of knowledge of God’s glory in
Jesus Christ. Let the life of Jesus be visible to others through you. Stretch out your hand to help those who
need a caring touch, a kind word, some practical assistance. What you give away will return to you as joy!

The Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION		
O God, help us to hear what You want us to hear,
so that we can be who You want us to be,
and then go and do what You want us to do, all in Jesus’ name. Amen.
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)			
God.)			

Amos 8:1-8

SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.
God.)		

Acts 16:16-24

SERMON
		

Harry Barrow

“The Great Ends of the Church"
#5--The Promotion of Social Righteousness

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison, from "The Theological Declaration of Barmen")
Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture,
is the one Word of God which we have to hear
and which we have to trust and obey in life and death.
As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins,
so, in the same way and with the same seriousness,
he is also God’s mighty claim upon our whole life.
The Christian Church is the congregation of those in whom Jesus Christ
presently acts in Word and sacrament through the Holy Spirit.
As the Church of pardoned sinners, it is to testify in the midst of a sinful world
by its faith as by its obedience, with its message as with its order,
that is solely Christ’s, and that it lives solely by his comfort
and by his direction in the expectation of his appearance.
*GLORIA PATRI		
		
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen.
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Wind of God, blowing through crowds at Pentecost, sweeping across the generations to claim us, may
we be born of the Spirit. Speak to us of Your way, so we may live not for ourselves, but for the well-being
of the whole human family. Lead us, O God, to look for the good in our neighbors, and to celebrate the
goodness we observe, that together we might grow toward Your intent for us. Send us into the world as
messengers of Good News and bearers of Your peace. We offer these prayers in the name of Your Son, our
Lord, Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray together:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE OFFERING
Offertory Anthem
“Ubi caritas”
DuruflÉ
Where charity and love are, there God is. The love of Christ has gathered us into one. Let us exult, and in Him be joyful.
Let us fear and let us love the living God. And from a sincere heart let us love each other (and Him).
		
The Chancel Choir Chamber Singers
*Doxology
"Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow"
Old Hundredth
*Prayer of Dedication

◊

HYMN 757

Sending
"Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples”

Kingsfold

*CHARGE AND BLESSING
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet
walk with you along the way.
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands
stretch out your hands to serve.
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart
cause your heart to love.
May you see the face of Christ in everyone
you meet,
And may everyone you meet see the face
of Christ in you.
*CHORAL RESPONSE 		
*VOLUNTARY

		

Steven B. Blackmon

*Congregation, please stand as you are able.
Donations can also be made at scapc.org/donations

◊

In Today's Worship
THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. and
Mrs. Ervin (Iona Mae) Aden by the Berger/Tiller Families.
SERVING AS USHERS TODAY are Roger Fleshman (captain), Leon Hinson, Maureen Herring, Sallee
Benjamin, Jay Young, Caty Johnson, Jane Rasi, and Kandice and Mike Snow.

Announcements
Enjoy a SNO-BALL following today's service at the Library entrance on State Street!
If you missed this morning's ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS: “A BIT MORE ABOUT BUDDHISM”,
you can view the class Zoom video via a link to be posted in Tuesday's Quatrefoil e-newsletter. (Go to scapc.org
to join our email list). Richard Ashmore and Julie Nice will moderate five interconnected journeys leading to more
understanding of, and appreciation for, Buddhism, which in turn may lead to an enhanced and enlarged Christian
faith in action. The classes take place at 8:30 a.m. in the Land Building and via Zoom.
DR. J. HERBERT NELSON TO LEAD PRESBYTERY WORSHIP: Join us as the
Presbytery of South Louisiana gathers this Tuesday, June 8 at 9 a.m. via Zoom. We are excited to
have the Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church (USA), the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, joining
us and leading our worship. The son, grandson, and nephew of Presbyterian pastors, Nelson is
the first African American to lead the denomination, which has a 300-year history in the U.S. As
Stated Clerk his duties include interpreting assembly actions, representing the church on various
denominational and ecumenical councils, witnessing on behalf of the church to social justice issues,
and making statements as directed by an assembly. Email hallie@scapc.org for the link to register.
HATS OFF TO DONALD! On Sunday, June 20, we will celebrate Donald Jefferson’s 25+
years of faithful service to SCAPC as sexton. Because of Donald's love of hats, we invite everyone
to WEAR A HAT OF YOUR CHOICE to church that morning!

