		
		
		

		
		
		

		
		

Voluntary

“Prelude in A minor”, BWV 543
J.S. Bach
Steven B. Blackmon, organ		

Opening
Good morning and welcome to worship at
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church on this Day of Pentecost.		
“This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

Call to Worship

Michael Jinkins

(from Psalm 104)		

G AT H E R I N G

		
“Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord our God, thou art very great. Thou art clothed in majesty.”

		

Opening Prayer

		

(from Psalm 104)

		
You are great, O Lord. You are arrayed in light as with a garment.
		
Your heavens stretch out like a curtain without end. You ride upon the clouds
		 as upon a chariot and walk upon the wings of the wind. Your angelic messengers
		
are like spirits among us, your prophets a flaming fire.” We bow in wonder,
		 in awe and reverence, and in adoration. However great are the works of your hands,
		much greater are you! Your creation, the heavens and the earth are beyond all conceiving,
		
our minds cannot traverse the courses of your mighty acts.
		
How much greater is the maker, the doer, the creator of all that is!
		
Unto you we entrust ourselves, worshiping you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

		
		

Hymn: O Worship the King,
All Glorious Above

Lyons

O worship the King, all glorious above! O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love:
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.
O tell of God’s might; O sing of God’s grace, whose robe is the light, whose canopy space,
Whose chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form;
and bright is God’s path on the wings of the storm.
The earth with its store of wonders untold, almighty, your power has founded of old;
Established it fast by a changeless decree, and round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea.
Your bountiful care what tongue can recite? It breathes in the air; it shines in the light;
It streams from the hills; it descends to the plain, and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, in you do we trust, nor find you to fail;
Your mercies, how tender; how firm to the end, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.

		

Call to Confession

Sarah Chancellor-Watson

		 Each breath we take comes from God. If for a moment, he withheld this creative love,
		we would be no more. In recognition of our utter dependence upon God, let us approach him 		
		seeking, knocking, asking, praying, “Come, Holy Spirit, Come.” Let us confess before God.

		
		

Confession of Sin

		

Assurance of Pardon

THE WORD

		
(unison)
		Merciful God, we do so cherish our delusions and illusions. We boast of our independence,
		
and close our eyes to the reality of our complete dependence upon you,
		and of our interdependence with others. We are proud of all that we do and accomplish
		
and make, fooling ourselves that all these things did not come from your hand.
		
We indulge in our judgements and feed our divisions, blind to the indelible stamp
		
of your image on every other person on this earth. You have poured out yourself,
		
your own holy Spirit upon us. You have drenched us with that love that is
		the very essence of your life as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Deliver us now from all our attempts
		to quench your Spirit in and among us. Free us from the sin of belittling and thwarting your Spirit.
		 Remind us, we pray, that we are one in you, not because of anything we believe or do;
		
we are one in you, in the union of the Spirit of Christ. Amen.
		
(Silent confession)

		
		
		
		
		

Seldom do we reflect on the gift of God’s troubling our spirits. But this morning,
even as we hear that blessed assurance that our sins are forgiven in Christ,
let us thank God that his Spirit will never cease to trouble the waters of our souls,
until we at last trust God in our heart of hearts and allow him to dwell
as Holy Spirit within us with all the fullness of his love. We are forgiven. Amen.

		

Prayer for Illumination

		

Nicholas White

“Come, Holy Spirit, Come.” You brooded over the face of the deep in creation,
		 whispered the Word of the Lord in ears of prophets, and enlightened the sages of old
		 with wisdom that they might teach your people. Brood over the face of our depths,
		
create within us hearts ready to hear and receive your Word today.
		
In the name of Christ our Lord, Amen.
		

The First Lesson

Acts 2: 1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
(cont.)

		

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking
in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who
are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

THE WORD

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

		

Message for the Children

			
		

Michele Murphy and the children of SCAPC

Gospel Lesson

St. John 20:19-23

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.”
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when
they saw the Lord.
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”

		

Sermon

		

“Be Careful What You Pray For”

Michael Jinkins		

Affirmation of Faith

		
		
(unison)
“Lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age”
“The word of God is not fettered” 		

(Matthew 28:20)
(2 Timothy 2:9)

“The church’s commission, upon which its freedom is founded, consists in delivering the
message of the free grace of God to all people in Christ’s stead, and therefore in the ministry
of his own Word and work through sermon and sacrament. We reject the false doctrine that
teaches that the church in human arrogance could place the word and work of the Lord in the
service of any arbitrarily chosen desires, purposes, and plans.” Amen.
(from article six of the Theological Declaration of Barmen, 1934)

		

Gloria Patri

		

(unison)

		
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
		
As it was in the beginning, it is now and ever shall be. World without end! Amen.

		

Anthem

THE WORD

		
		

“Gloria” from St. Cecilia Mass
Betsy Uschkrat, soprano; The Chancel Choir and Orchestra

		
		
		
		
		
		

Gounod

Invitation to Discipleship
(in bulletin only, not included in video)
If you do not yet have a church home, we hope you will consider
becoming a member of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church
where the life of faith is lived each day in the midst of a loving community,
whether together in the flesh or virtually.

		 We hope that you will continue to support (in prayer, virtual presence and financially)
		
our church’s many ministries which continue during this time of pandemic.
		
Perhaps more than ever, your support is needed.
PRAYER REQUESTS: CLICK HERE
OFFERING PAYMENTS: CLICK HERE

		

or go to www.scapc.org/prayer
or go to www.scapc.org/donation

Doxology		
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

		 Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer		
(by Jill Duffield, published in The Presbyterian Outlook)
Lord of all, we are unable to gather in one place. We grieve our inability to sit beside one
another, sing together, to shake hands and share the peace of Christ in person. Even as we
lament what is lost when we cannot be in the same physical space, we rejoice that nothing
separates us from the love of Jesus Christ and there is no barrier that can prevent the Holy
Spirit’s coming to us. United in Christ, bound by the Spirit, our community is real and strong, no
matter where we are.
Confident in your promise to never leave us alone, to hear us when we knock and give to
us when we ask, we are bold to pray for those on our hearts and minds. Send the Spirit’s winds
of your comfort to surround those who mourn. Stay close to those unable to be near to those
they love. Grant rest to the weary and give hope to those on the brink of despair. Kindle the
Spirit’s flame of reconciliation between those long estranged and peoples who call each other
enemies.

Bring healing to the sick and relief to those who suffer. Unleash the Spirit’s power to bring
justice to the oppressed. Possess us with your Spirit so that we cannot abide the exploitation of
the weak or the neglect of the vulnerable. Let your Spirit loose in your church so that we can
be bearers of your love in the world.
On this day of Pentecost when multiple languages resound through the universe and all
kinds of people proclaim your mighty deeds, open the eyes of our hearts to take in all the
glorious sounds, relish the beautiful sights, and rejoice in the precious diversity of creation. Your
works and your words are too wonderful for us and yet you enlist us to participate in your divine
endeavor of salvation. We are astounded, perplexed and bewildered, but eager through the
gift of the Spirit to serve you with energy, intelligence, imagination and love.
Come, Holy Spirit, engulf this frightening season with the live-giving, mercy-granting,
joy-completing, justice-rolling deeds of our God. Open our mouths so that our lips may proclaim
God’s praise. Direct our actions so the world will know we are Christ’s followers by our love.
Make us one so we can be ambassadors of reconciliation. Show us your vision and empower us
to make your divine dreams our earthly reality. We make our prayer in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Savior, who taught us to say when we pray,

SENDING

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

		

Hymn: “Spirit of the Living God”

Living God

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

		
		
		
		

Charge and Blessing
Voluntary
“Pomp and Circumstance”
In Honor of Our Graduating Seniors

Elgar
*All photos by Steven B. Blackmon

CONTINUING VIEWING FOR OUR

Presentation of scapc’s 2020
high school & college graduates
Regarding Our Return
Due to health concerns owing to COVID-19, we will continue to suspend all activities
inside our church buildings, including worship services, until further notice.
Our staff has been researching the safest ways by which we can
phase back into on-site worship and programs.
A proposal outlining these plans will be submitted to the Session for review.

