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Sixth Sunday of Easter
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Voluntary

“Adagio; Vivace” from Trio Sonata #4 in E minor
Simon Templet, guest organist for today’s voluntaries
(15-year old student of Steven Blackmon)

J.S. Bach

Opening

Good morning and welcome to worship at
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church on this Sixth Sunday of Easter
“This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

Call to Worship

Camille Zander

(from Psalm 8)		
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.
You have set your glory above the heavens.

Prayer of the Day

		
		
		
		
		
		

Let us pray: Gracious God, your majestic power, your beauty,
and your grace draw forth from our lips both thanksgiving and praise:
thanksgiving, that you have breathed life into us and set us in
this wondrous world for your glory; and praise because your mercy
accompanies us on every step of our way.
Hear us now, we pray, as we approach you in awe and wonder. Amen.

		

Hymn: How Great Thou Art

How Great Thou Art		

		
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the worlds thy hands have made,
		 I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, thy power through-out the universe displayed:
(refrain) Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: How great thou art! How great thou art!
		 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: How great thou art! How great thou art!

		When through the woods and forest glades I wander and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees,
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze: (refrain)

		 And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
		that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, he bled and died to take away my sin: (refrain)
		When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
		Then I shall bow in humble adoration, and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!” (refrain)

		

Call to Confession

		
The glory of God’s creation, the reach of God’s sovereign majesty,
		
the heights and depths of God’s love bring us to a true sense of proportion.
		
We see ourselves as we are, stripped of all the vain things that charm us.
		
Therefore, we come to God, humbly confessing our sin.

		

		
		

Confession of Sin
(unison)

		 When we consider your creation, O Lord our God, the work of your fingers,
		
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, we cannot help but ask,
		‘What is a person, after all, this creature of flesh and blood, that you should even notice us?’
		
We are small and fragile, we fail far more than we get it right,
		
ambition drives us more effectively than does compassion,
and we have a hard time putting off today’s small private pleasures
		
for the sake of the greater good. You have given us so much,
		
not least of which is the role to oversee all the things you have made.
		
But we have squandered even this most precious gift and trampled underfoot
		
the trust you placed in us. Forgive us, O God. Redeem us and restore us to
		
that dignity for which you made us, not because of anything we might yet do,
		
but because of the majesty of your merciful and holy name. Amen.
		
(Silent confession)

		

Assurance of Pardon

“I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart.” For we are assured that you have heard
		the sincere prayers of your people, and, by your grace, you have revealed in our Lord Jesus
		
your forgiveness of us. In the name of the holy triune God, the Father, the Son,
		
and the Holy Spirit, I declare unto you that your sins are forgiven. Amen.

THE WORD

		
Prayer for Illumination
Sarah Chancellor-Watson		
		
“Come, Holy Spirit, Come.” Enlighten our hearts in the hearing of the Word of God
		

that we may listen, and that we may obey you. Amen.”

The First Lesson

		
Acts 17:22-31
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects
of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human
hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives
to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit
the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places
where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have
our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,
‘For we too are his offspring.’
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he
has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

		
Message for the Children
			
Conery, Ellie and Anna Schmidt
		

Sermon

		

“What Is a Human Life Worth?”

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed

		
		

THE WORD

Michael Jinkins		

(unison)

		 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
		
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
		
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
		
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
		
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
		
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
		 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
		
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Gloria Patri

		
		

(unison)

		
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
		As it was in the beginning, it is now and ever shall be. World without end! Amen.

		

Anthem

		
		

“Lord of the Small”
Jackie McCarthy, soprano

		
		

Forrest

Invitation to Discipleship
(in print only, not included in video)

If you do not yet have a church home, we hope you will consider
		
becoming a member of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church
		
where the life of faith is lived each day in the midst of a loving community,
		
whether together in the flesh or virtually.
		 We hope that you will continue to support (in prayer, virtual presence and financially)
		
our church’s many ministries which continue during this time of pandemic.
		
Perhaps more than ever, your support is needed.
PRAYER REQUESTS: CLICK HERE
OFFERING PAYMENTS: CLICK HERE

or go to www.scapc.org/prayer
or go to www.scapc.org/donation

		

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

		

Hymn: “Love Diving, All Loves Excelling”

by Jill Duffield

SENDING

Helper, Holy Spirit, Advocate, Comforter, come to us now as we seek the wisdom and will
of our God. We want to love as Jesus commands, loving others no less than he loves us, and
yet we struggle with pettiness and partisanship, with greed and selfishness. Our fears prevent us
from practicing the perfect love that sets us free to live with joy. For just a moment, Helper, Holy
Spirit, Advocate and Comforter, come to us and quiet our minds, calm our hearts, envelop us
with the peace of Christ.
Abiding in the God who abides in us, we remember Jesus’ teachings to serve and tend,
feed and visit, clothe and welcome. We remember those who feel forgotten. We embrace
those who know rejection. We treat with tenderness those who have been abused. We seek
out those who are lost. We stand with the vulnerable and speak up to those who oppress the
weak. We will not abandon those who mourn but will remain with the brokenhearted until resurrection resounds through all creation.
Helper, Holy Spirit, Advocate and Comforter, come to us now to show us how to follow
Christ more closely. As the world reels from this pandemic and our anxieties increase, give us
the courage to speak the truth to power, the wisdom to tell the truth in love, the faith to live the
truth that sets us all free. May our presence provide the light of Christ that will show us the way.
Resting in the promise that we will not be left alone, we dare to risk our own safety and
security for the sake of others. In this season when so many are suffering, we will not forget that
whenever we care for the least of these among us, we care for Christ himself. Grant us the
energy to remain steadfast in our caring, the hope to bear witness to the compassion of Christ
in painful places and the inspiration to see divine possibility where others only see intractable
problems.
Helper, Holy Spirit, Advocate and Comforter, come to us now to ease our burdens, refresh
our souls and make our joy complete. Helper, Holy Spirit, Advocate and Comforter come to us
now to assure us that we are not alone, not now, not ever. We pray in the name of our Savior
Jesus Christ, the One who taught us to say when we pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion; pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.
Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit; let us find the promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty,

		
		
		
		

Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

		
		
		
		

Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee:
changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Hyfrydol

		

Charge and Blessing

		
		
		

Voluntary
“Allegro” from Trio Sonata #4 in E minor
Simon Templet, guest organist for today’s voluntaries

J.S. Bach

Regarding Our Return
While we are anxious to return to regular worship in our Sanctuary and Chapel,
we do not feel that we can do so at this time
without creating a potentially unhealthy environment.
We will therefore continue to suspend all activities inside our church buildings,
including worship services, until we are confident that
we can do so within a minimal-risk environment.
Our staff has been researching and planning the safest ways by which we can
phase back into on-site worship and ultimately all regular programs.
In the meantime, we encourage you to continue to take advantage
of the online resources we offer:

www.scapc.org
WORSHIP RESOURCES
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
PLEDGE PAYMENTS
SMALL GROUPS
PRAYER REQUESTS
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

