May 10, 2020
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day

Voluntary

“Cry No More”
Haley Whitney, soprano

Forrest

Opening

Good morning and welcome to worship at
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church on this Fifth Sunday of Easter
“This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

Call to Worship

Michael Jinkins

(from Psalm 31)

G AT H E R I N G

In you, O Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame.
Deliver me in your righteousness.

Prayer of the Day
(from Psalm 31)

Merciful God, turn your ear toward us as we come before you today.
You are our rock, and our refuge, our only sure fortress.
Because you are our rock and our refuge, for the sake of your name,
lead us and guide us, we pray. Amen.

Hymn: God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us
God of compassion, in mercy befriend us,
giver of grace for our needs all availing.
Wisdom and strength for each day ever send us,
patience untiring and courage unfailing.

O Quanta Qualia

Though we are lost, you have sought us and found us,
stilled our rude hearts with your word of consoling.
Wrap now your peace, like a mantle, around us,
guarding our thoughts and our passions controlling.

How shall we stray, with your hand to direct us,
you who the stars in their courses are guiding?
What shall we fear, with your power to protect us,
we who walk forth in your greatness confiding?

Call to Confession
(from Psalm 31)

The Psalmist calls us to confess before one another and in the presence of God
		with these words: “Free me, O Lord my God, from all the traps into which I am liable to fall.
Into your hands I commit my spirit.”

		
		

Confession of Sin
(unison, from Psalm 31)

		
O God of mercy and of compassion, we would deny it if we could, but in this place
		
we must speak truly: we are tempted to follow other gods,
		
enticed to entrust ourselves to other powers than you.
		We know that this is not only wrong but foolish, for “in vain does the watchman
		
watch if God does not defend his own.” We hate that within us
which turns us aside from you. But such hatred only breeds self-contempt.
		
And what we need is trust in your mercy if we would be set free.
		
Forgive us our idolatry, our self-loathing at our lack of trust;
		 infuse into our hearts compassion enough to liberate us from our guilt. Amen.
		
(Silent confession)

		

Assurance of Pardon

Hear again the psalmist pray, and let his prayer become our own:
		 “I trust in your, O Lord. I say, ‘You are my God.’ Let your face shine upon your servant;
		 save me in your unfailing love.” The humble prayer of the penitent never fails to reach
		
God’s heart. In the name of Christ Jesus, we are forgiven. Amen.

		
Prayer for Illumination
Becka Curry		
		
O God, O Spirit of wisdom, O Word of life, silence in us all clattering and murmuring,

THE WORD

		

		

that we may hear your voice speak to our hearts. Amen.

The First Lesson

Acts 7:55-60

But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all
rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him;
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a
loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

The Second Lesson

		
1 Peter 2:2-10
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes
in him will not be put to shame.”
(cont.)

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and
“A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are
a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.

		

THE WORD

		

Message for the Children
The Gospel Lesson

Jamie DeFraites
John 14:1-14

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the
place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him,
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I
am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and
the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything,
I will do it.

		

		
		
		

Sermon

Chris Hazlaris		

“Just Desserts Spoil”

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostle’s Creed
(unison)

		 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
		
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
		
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
		
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
		
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
		
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
		 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
		
and the life everlasting. Amen.
		
		

Gloria Patri
(unison)

		
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
		As it was in the beginning, it is now and ever shall be. World without end! Amen.

		

		
		

		
		

Anthem

“Kyrie” from Mass in C-Minor
Haley Whitney, soprano; The Chancel Choir

Mozart

Invitation to Discipleship
(in print only, not included in video)		

If you do not yet have a church home, we hope you will consider becoming a member of
		
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church where the life of faith is lived each day
		
in the midst of a loving community, whether together in the flesh or virtually.
		 We hope that you will continue to support (in prayer, virtual presence and financially)
		
our church’s many ministries which continue during this time of pandemic.
		
Perhaps more than ever, your support is needed.

		

PRAYER REQUESTS: CLICK HERE
OFFERING PAYMENTS: CLICK HERE

		

or go to www.scapc.org/prayer
or go to www.scapc.org/donation

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

SENDING

Merciful God. Scripture says that you gather us unto yourself and protect us under your wing,
that your love endures through all earthly changes and your mercy is from everlasting to everlasting.
Through the self-giving power of your Holy Spirit, you have claimed us as your children and even
now are working within our hearts to transform us into the likeness of your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.
As your children we come to you now seeking understanding, seeking healing, seeking hope
both for ourselves and for thousands and millions of your children scattered throughout this world.
Dangers threaten us on every side. Yet you have known dangers innumerable in your infinite history
of faithfulness. Worries besiege us from within. Yet you have been that steady rock that holds us sure
amid all life’s calamities.
We pray for a world in need, for leaders in search of wisdom, for helpers who serve at great risk
to their own lives. We pray for children and for the aged, for those who were lonely before this long
season of isolation began, and for those for whom this time has been an occasion for great confusion and anxiety. We pray for all people young and old and in-between, for those who are sick,
and for those who grieve. We do not know what the future will bring, but only that we can entrust
ourselves and all this world to your loving care. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Hymn: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea.
There’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heaven.
There is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgment given.
For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind.
And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God’s Word,
and our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord.

In Babilone

		
		

Charge and Blessing
Voluntary

		

The Birthday Offering is collected every spring across our assembly by the Presbyterian Women PC(USA).
The funds received are directed to grants for organizations throughout the world that give women a tangible way to celebrate the blessings in their lives. This year’s recipients are the Center for Social Assistance
to the Disabled, Family, and Children in Russia; GAP Ministries of Augusta, GA; Community Presbyterian
Child Learning Center in Payson, AZ; and Liberty Community Church in Minneapolis, MN.
The New Orleans community saw the benefits of the PW Birthday offering in recent years. Lakeview Presbyterian Church received a grant of over $200,000 to reopen its preschool after Hurricane Katrina. We
therefore encourage all women to contribute in gratitude, as they are able, for the benefits received in
our community.
SCAPC was scheduled to collect our Birthday Offering this morning worship. We are therefore encouraging members to donate in either of the following two ways:
1). Mail a check payable to “Presbyterian Women” to the attention of Kathy Randall at the church,
1545 State St., NOLA 70118.
2). Make a donation via PayPal directly to Presbyterian Women PC(USA). Be sure to click on the
“Birthday Offering” tab and indicate in the “Comments” section that your donation is affiliated
with the Presbytery of South Louisiana, Synod of the Sun.

DONATION VIA PAYPAL
or go to www.presbyterianwomen.org/giving-funding/give

