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VOLUNTARY
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)		
Come all who are born of God;
Abide in the love revealed in Jesus Christ.
We come in response to the One who calls us to be friends.
We are here in obedience to Christ’s command.

Nancy Rix

Remember God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.
Let our hands and voices echo God’s praise.
Let our lips pour out a joyful noise.
Let our hands reflect a serving Savior.
Sing a new song to God who does marvelous things.
Obey God’s commandments, which are not burdensome.
We clap our hands and sing for joy.
We live by faith that conquers the world.
Let us worship God!
*PRAYER OF THE DAY		
Creator whose love lifts us from mindless servitude to caring community, we thank You for the guidance
of Your commandments and the joy in Jesus Christ. We seek to love as we have been loved, to risk life itself
for the sake of our sisters and brothers, and to bear fruit that will last. Grant us the strength and courage we
need. Amen.
HYMN

“O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

Azmon

CALL TO CONFESSION		
God judges the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity. God knows all that we have done
and all that we avoid. God is aware of our obedience to the way of love and our rebellion against it. We are
invited to confess all that God already knows so healing and freedom can be ours in Christ Jesus.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
(unison)		
Ever-present God, we confess to You our unloving thoughts and deeds. We live by standards that we bend and break in our own favor, while ignoring the commandments You have
given us. We find it hard to love everyone, for so many act in unloving ways. It is easier to
treat people as things than to listen for their needs. We withhold ourselves rather than offer
our lives, even for our friends. We hoard the gifts You entrust to us instead of letting them
bear fruit for You. Cleanse us from these destructive ways, freeing us to love as You have
loved us, we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Hear the good news!
In baptism you were buried with Christ.
In baptism also you were raised to life with him, through faith in the power of God who raised Christ
from the dead.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen.

The Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION		
Open our hearts to receive.
Open our minds to understand.
And open our spirits to Your Spirit. Amen.
God.)			
Isaiah 43:1-15
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)			
But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear,
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I
will be with you and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall
not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious
in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.
Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you;
I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and
my daughters from the end of the earth—everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”
Bring forth the people who are blind, yet have eyes, who are deaf, yet have ears! Let all the nations
gather together, and let the peoples assemble. Who among them declared this, and foretold to us the former things? Let them bring their witnesses to justify them, and let them hear and say, “It is true.” You are my
witnesses, says the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and
understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me. I, I am the LORD,
and besides me there is no savior. I declared and saved and proclaimed, when there was no strange god
among you; and you are my witnesses, says the LORD. I am God, and also henceforth I am He; there is no
one who can deliver from my hand; I work and who can hinder it? Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the
Holy One of Israel: For your sake I will send to Babylon and break down all the bars, and the shouting of the
Chaldeans will be turned to lamentation. I am the LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM			
			
Presentation			
Marilyn Melou James
			
Laura Avery, Elder
*Affirmation of Faith "The Apostles' Creed"
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving Over the Water
Baptism
Presentation and Prayer
SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)			
God.)			
Luke 8:26-39
Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee As he stepped out on land,
a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in
a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice,
“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me” — for
Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was
kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by
the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons
had entered him. They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. Now there on the hillside
a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them
permission. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the
steep bank into the lake and was drowned. When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and
told it in the city and in the country. Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came
to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his
right mind. And they were afraid. Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed
by demons had been healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus
to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The man from
whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to
your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the
city how much Jesus had done for him.
SERMON
“The Great Ends of the Church"
Harry Barrow
		
"#1--The Proclamation of the Gospel for the Salvation of Humankind-Sharing the Good News"
		
Gloria Patri
*GLORIA PATRI		
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen.
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
ANTHEM

"My Master from a Garden Rose"

Eleanor Daley

My Master in a garden lay, perfumed with spices rare, for tender hands had laid Him there to rest amid the roses.
‘Twas on a cross they laid Him bare, and pierced His hands with nails, that we poor men might live again and be with
Him in glory. Alleluia. My Master from a garden rose to go for us to heav’n and He will come and take us there, to be
with Him forever. Alleluia.

		

The Chancel Choir Chamber Singers

Sending
HYMN

"I Love to Tell the Story”

*CHARGE AND BLESSING
Live Simply. Give generously. Care deeply. Listen carefully.
And… Leave the rest to God.

Hankey

*CHORAL RESPONSE
		

"Irish Blessing"
Chancel Choir Chamber Singers

Blackmon

*VOLUNTARY
*Congregation, please stand as you are able.
The ushers will collect the offering at the doors as you exit. You can also make a donation at scapc.org/donation.
Please exit through the doors you entered and take your bulletins to dispose of in the baskets at the doors.
Today's livestream has been prepared by Steven B. Blackmon.

In Today's Worship
SERMON SERIES: Today's sermon is the first in a series by Harry Barrow and Sarah Chancellor-Watson on "The
Six Great Ends of the Church." Back in the early 1900’s, the United Presbyterian Church in North America formally
adopted this set of missional statements. They are a real jewel! SCAPC has a rich past and a promising future. And
now as we move closer to the end of this time of transition for this Church family, it is important to look again at these
missional directives that are central to our calling and to our life together as disciples of Jesus Christ.
THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs.
John Riess, Dr. Karlem Riess, and Miss Mary Riess, by Bequest.
THE FLOWERS IN FRAMPTON FELLOWSHIP HALL are from last night's wedding of Mary Margaret
James and Parker Favrot, given in memory of Kelsey Favrot.
THE WHITE ROSE has been placed in honor of the birth of Ross Cowden Ward, son of Erin and Stephen Ward
and grandson of Sally Wimberly.
SERVING AS USHERS TODAY are Randy Evans, Carro Gardner, Rick Grubb, Hunter Hill, Mimi Koch, and
Thomas Schulingkamp.
THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S BIRTHDAY OFFERING is collected every spring across our assembly
by Presbyterian Women PC(USA). The funds received are directed to grants for organizations throughout the world
that give women "a tangible way to celebrate the blessings in their lives". To contribute, enclose your check (payable
to "Presbyterian Women") or cash in the pew envelope and place it in the offering plate as you exit.
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
is being administered today to

MARILYN MELOU JAMES,
daughter of Fielding and Leslie James.

Special Event: Sunday, May 23
BOOK SIGNING: SCAPC HISTORY BOOK BY DON FRAMPTON
Hot off the presses! Don Frampton's long-awaited book, Welcome Corner: A New History of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church has arrived! Don will be signing books at
the church the morning of Sunday, May 23. Pre-order your copies today by filling out
one of the order forms in the Narthex or by credit card at www.scapc.org/book-orders.

