ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Fifth Sunday of Easter | Gospel Music Sunday | May 3, 2026 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie

Moment for Mission: GiveNOLA Day for Visionary Fund Jack Little
VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon, organ
**CALL TO WORSHIP Judith Halverson

From the corners of the world, from the confusion of life, from the loneliness of our hearts,
Gather us, O God.
From a world of distractions, from paths and pursuits a mile wide and an inch deep,
Redeem us, O Christ.
To feed our minds, to fire our imaginations, to free our hearts,
Come, Holy Spirit.
**PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord our God, in this sacred space, in the gospel tent, in the worship of our neighbors in our community, in the sounds of
spirituals and jug bands that came in by the Mississippi, we thank you for the sound of worship. May what happens here inspire
our hearts, touch our souls, lift our hearts, and send us out rejoicing, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*I*HYMN 418 “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” SOFTLY AND TENDERLY
*CALL TO CONFESSION Ashley Brown
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Good and gracious God, our sins are too heavy, too real to hide, and too deep to undo.
Forgive what our lips hesitate to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what continues to plague our
conscience and consume us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
Through your mercy and forgiveness, set us free from a past we cannot change; through the power of the Holy
Spirit, open us to a future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more into the likeness
of Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray, Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Psalm 118:19-25
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Sierra Mariner Spencer and Stuart Thomas Spencer
Presentation Donna Davis, Presenting Elder
Affirmation of Faith “The Apostles’ Creed” (unison, Hymnal p. 35) Avery Danner, Junior Baptism Buddy
Questions to Parents
Baptism
Presentation and Prayer
tMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN Gigi Frankowski
*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) 1 Peter 2:4-10
*SERMON “Pillars of the Earth” Chris Currie

**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Nicene Creed”
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

(cont)



*THE OFFERING
Offertory Anthem “He Never Failed Me Yet” Ray
I will sing of God’s mercy, every day, every hour, he gives me power.
I will sing and give thanks to thee for all the dangers, toils, and snares that he has brought me out.
He is my God and I'll serve him no matter what the test. Trust and never doubt,
Jesus will surely bring you out, he never failed me yet. I know God is able to deliver in time of storm.
I know that he’ll keep you safe from all earthy harm. One day when my weary soul is at rest,
I'm going home to be forever blessed. Didn’t my God deliver Moses from King Pharaoh?
And didn’t he cool the fiery furnace for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego?
When I think of what my God can do, he delivered Daniel, I know he will deliver you.
Tyler Smith, tenor; Chancel Choir
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer (unison, Hymnal p. 35)
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Prayer after Communion

SENDING
**HYMN 852 “When the Lord Redeems the Very Least” 't Fry Away
**CHARGE AND BLESSING

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Elder Class Of 2029 Nominees: Tom Benjamin (Stewardship), Jacob Bruno (Membership), Corinne Currie (Youth Elder), Steve
Griffith (Personnel), Lauren Habetz (Clerk Of Session), Sandra Jenkins (Community Ministry), Anne Lloyd (Spiritual Formation,
Youth), Phil McCann (Property), Ashlin Murphy (Global Ministry), Ted Prechter (Leadership Development), Laeryd Rich (Youth
Elder), Mary Martin Roth (Congregational Care), Sheila Schwartzmann (Worship & Music), Clay Smith (Spiritual Formation,
Children), Mary Carroll Waller (Congregational Life), Barrett Wheeler (Finance), Pat Widhalm (Spiritual Formation, Adults)
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee Nominees: Sarah Edgecombe, Tripp Edwards, Parke Ellis, John Koch, Caroline McArthur,
Dawn Talbot, and Peter Wilson, Jr.

*8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | tLatecomers seated

IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

TODAY'S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Thomas Schulingkamp, Wesley Simon, Jeff Stricklin, and Dave White; and for the 10:30
service are Rick Grubb (captain), Randy Evans, Jackie Derks, Russell Steele, Mimi Koch, Lisa Stahl, JoNell Quinton, and Lynn
Hoffman.

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Hans Jonassen and Beth Poe; and for the 10:30 service are Stacey
Danner, Randy Evans, Lynn Hoffman, and Ethan Rault.

THE FIOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Priscilla and Creig Dunckel by Denise
Dunckel Morse.

THE WHITE ROSES IN THE SANCTUARY have been placed in honor of two recent births. Ashton Phelps III, son of Sanders and
Reid Phelps, grandson of Ashton Phelps, Jr., was born on April 27. Wyatt Charles Henry, son of Allison and Mike Henry, grandson
of Scott Slatten, was born on April 2.

FOR FAMILIES: THE “PRAY GROUND?” in Frampton Fellowship Hall is set up for families looking for a child-friendly space to
watch the service via livestream. Coloring sheets, puzzles, and books for children are there. Parents must remain with their children
in the Pray Ground.

THE NURSERY is also open for children age three and below from 8:15 to noon in the Bear Classroom on the first floor corner.
TODAY'S REFRESHMENTS in Frampton Fellowship Hall have been provided by Barbara Weiser.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
is being administered today to

SIERRA MARINER SPENCER,

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
is being administered today to
STUART THOMAS SPENCER,
son of Skye Mariner MacPherson Spencer

and Jared Bennett Spencer ; 3 and Jared Bennett Spencer




OUR LIVES WILL SOMEDAY END
BUT OUR GENEROSITY CAN LIVE ON.

T}le VlSlO[lal‘ Y Fund was Cl‘eated as an endowment for planned giving and other donations that

provide important financial support beyond the annual budget. These gifts are directed to certain congregational priorities,
such as benevolences, music, education, and property needs.

Ways to Give
There are many ways to further God’s work through participation in the Visionary Fund, and it is never too early to
give. Great means are not a requirement, nor does gift planning have to be complicated. Contributions to the Visionary
Fund are deductible as charitable donations for tax purposes to the extent permissible by law, and future gifts to the fund
may reduce taxes on your estate.

GIVENOLA DAY IS THIS TUESDAY
EARLY GIVING IS OPEN NOW!

Gifts of ALL sizes are needed! All GiveNola Day donations to SCAPC will be directed to the SCAPC Visionary Fund.
Find us at givenola.org or scan the code above. Early giving is open now. (Please note that these donations
cannot be applied to Stewardship pledges and will not appear on members’ church statements. A receipt will be emailed
by the Greater New Orleans Foundation upon donation).

BEQUESTS

Bequests are not payable until death, so they do not affect your assets or cash flow during your lifetime. They are private
and need not be filed or made public until death. A bequest can deliver a specific gift or a percentage of the balance
remaining in your estate after taxes, expenses, and specific bequests have been paid.

LIFE INSURANCE
Life insurance can be given to the church, or you may name the church as the beneficiary of any policy. You may also name
the church as the beneficiary of an IRA or other death benefit provided for in a retirement program.

ASSET TRANSFERS
Asset Transfers such as charitable remainder trusts, pooled income funds, charitable gift annuities, remainder gifts, or
personal property may enable you to reserve a life interest while providing future benefits for the church.

Your Questions...



Your Questions about the Visionary Fund

WHEN SHOULD I MAKE A GIFT?
Visionary Fund gifts are for all ages. It is never too early to commit to the future vision of your church. Contributions of
every size are appreciated.

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN VISIONARY FUND DONATIONS AND MY ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP
PLEDGE?

Your annual pledge supports the day-to-day operations of the church and ministries whereas Visionary Fund dollars are
dedicated to longer term objectives, thus enhancing the church’s ministry for future generations.

WHAT IS THE MINIMUM DONATION?
There is no minimum donation for contributions to existing groups in the Visionary Fund. If you would like to establish
anew giving group in the Fund, please contact Lynn Hoffman at lynn@scapc.org or 504-897-0101 x215.

CAN I GIVE IN MEMORY OR HONOR OF SOMEONE?

We welcome contributions to the Visionary Fund to commemorate happy occasions such as birthdays, graduations, and
so forth. Memorial donations are more commonly directed to the Gifts & Memorials account, which helps defray the
annual operating expenses of the church and minor special projects throughout the year; however you certainly have the
option to direct a memorial donation to the Visionary Fund should you choose.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

This week’'s WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT program will be a presentation on “The Lesser-Known Women of the Bible” led by Ashley
Brown. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Children’s dismissal will take place at 6:20 and the program
will follow at 6:25. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the menu will be shrimp curry, jasmine rice,
cucumber salad, spicy green beans, and Chinese five spice cake. Make your dinner reservation on the SCAPC app or at scapc.
org/wno. Reservations will close tomorrow at 5 p.m. or earlier if capacity is reached. Our pastor-led Bible study meets weekly at
5:15 p.m. in the Phifer Library for an examination of Paul’s Letter to the Romans. Young Adults & Families PINTS (Presbyterians
Imbibing in Necessary Theological Study) meets in the Land Building from 6:45-8pm, childcare provided.

YAF NIGHT AT THE BALLPARK: Come out to the ball game with YAF (Young Adults & Families)! Join us as we cheer on the
Tulane Green Wave v. University of South Florida this Friday, May 8, at Tulane’s Turchin Stadium. The game starts at 6:30 p.m.
Tickets are $5 each. Reserve your spots on the SCAPC app or scapc.org/baseball by Wednesday, May 6 to join in the fun. Please
remember Tulane’s clear bag policy when attending the game. Questions? Email Caitlin@scapc.org.

CALLING ALL HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES! On the morning of May 17, we will be recognizing you in worship and celebrating
you with our annual Graduating Senior Breakfast before 10:30 service. Let us know where youre heading next so that we can
include your future plans in the bulletin and stay in touch as you enter this new phase. Please send to camille@scapc.org by May 6.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES - 9:30 AM - SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHCODL

All classes recorded and posted to website

Adult Classes
New! American Religion @250

May 3-17 | Land Building Riverside Room | led by Chris Currie

America has experienced significant changes demographically, sociologically, culturally, and religiously over the past
decade. While we cannot make sense of all it, this class will explore the religious shifts that have occurred most recently
and what it might explain. This class will also explore the demographic changes in class and culture that have occurred
throughout the country and led to changes in religious beliefs but also changes in political polarization and cultural
upheaval. Lastly, we will discuss Christian ethics in relation to artificial intelligence and recent efforts led by the Vatican
to place ethical demands on artificial intelligence.

Hidden Voices: The Lesser-Known Women of the Bible
April 12-May 17 | second floor conference room | led by Ashley Brown
Many of the women in scripture appear only for a moment, sometimes unnamed, sometimes easily overlooked, yet their
stories hold profound wisdom about courage, suffering, faith, and God’s surprising work in the world. Through study and
discussion, we explore how these women shaped the biblical story.

The Gospel of Luke
February 22-May 17 | Phifer Library | Today’s topic: “Parables of the Lost” led by Robert Edgecombe.



